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President’s Report  
Hope you are all enjoying Term 3 at Blackburn Pre-
School! 

It was great to see many of you at the ‘Christmas in 
July’ night organised by the ever-energetic PAC 
group. Not only was it a fantastic social night, but 
also a very successful fundraiser. It is thanks to the 
consistent efforts of the PAC each year, as well as 
those families who are able to support their efforts, 
that our Pre-School have the funds to put towards 
refurbishments, extra equipment and special 
projects for the benefit of the children. 

Two such projects that we have previously 
mentioned, are progressing behind the scenes very 
well.  Plans for our ‘All weather’ shade covering are 
at the local council offices, with building to 
commence as soon as possible once we have 
approval from the City of Whitehorse.  In addition to 
this, fencing plans and quotes to enclose 
approximately 250m² of open land at the rear of the 
kindergarten are being submitted for approval by 
The Avenue Uniting Church council next week. A  

small group from the church and the kinder have 
been working together to get the project underway, 
and we are hopeful to have access to this large 
grassed area during our kinder sessions by the 
beginning of Term 4. Take a peek through the rear 
gates to see works progressing, and the play area 
we all look forward to using.   Many thanks to all 
involved in getting these two major projects 
underway. 

Thank you to those families that have signed up for 
the weekend tidy up roster. There are still a few spots 
to fill, so if you can spare a bit of time one weekend 
it means our playground starts the week looking it’s 
best.  

Wishing you all a happy, healthy and fun-filled time 
at kinder for the remainder of Term 3 – I know our 
teachers have lots of exciting things in store!  

. 

Bridie Macdonald  
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If I can 
ask my own questions, 
try out my ideas, 
experience what’s around me, 
share what I find; 
 
If I have 
plenty of time for 
my special pace, 
a nourishing space, 
things to transform; 
 
If you’ll be 
my patient friend, 
trusted guide, 
fellow investigator, 
partner in learning; 
 
Then I will 
explore the world, 
discover my voice, 
and tell you what I know 
in a hundred languages. 
 

Pamela Houk 
 

Annual kinder survey. We 
value feedback from our 
families with regards to 
what is working well and 
also on ways we could 
improve the kinder.  We 
are happy to receive your 
feedback at any time but 
would especially like as 
many families as possible 
to complete the annual 
kinder survey.  This survey 
will be emailed out to all 
families shortly.  Please 
take the time to complete 
it, as it provides us with 
valuable information. 

Weekend Maintenance 

The roster for weekend 
maintenance is located on 
the sign in table, by the 
front door. There are many 
vacancies on this roster for 
the months ahead. 

 



 

 

Group Reports 

Term 3, 2013 
 

Bellbirds & Possums 
What’s happening in Bellbirds &  
Possums Group 

The children in Bellbirds & Possums 
Groups enjoyed an excursion to 
Blackburn Library for an 
introduction to the library session 
and another to IGA to purchase 

items for cooking. Our cooking project is 
part of the children’s preparation for our fathers’ 

evenings at kinder. These experiences promote the 
children’s development with a sense of belonging to 
groups and communities and provide an understanding 
of the reciprocal rights and responsibilities necessary for 
active civic participation. 

Also in the four year old program we are focusing on 
literacy. We are working with individual children on 
individual goals relating to writing their names, and 
have been working to increase the  children’s 
awareness of the directionality of print, upper and lower 
case letters, pen grip and letter formation. Modelled 
writing experiences have been shared and a copy of 
Victorian Cursive script has been made available to 
families. 

At this time of the year we also look to challenge and 
guide children to explore new and varied experiences 
in both the indoor and outdoor programs.  We 
encourage them to extend their play experiences to a 
more complex level.  

Our day to day experiences continue to be a 
representation of the children’s interests, group 
discussions, particular intentional learning areas and a 
follow on of individual goals for the children as 
discussed with parents at our Parent/Teacher chats.  

Learning is everywhere. For the children everything is a 
potential learning experience. As educators we need to 
think about how learning can be part of every moment 
of the day. We strive to present to the children a 
learning environment that is aesthetically pleasing, 
cared for and considered to allow the children to 
explore, discover and engage in rich and meaningful 
experiences.  

“Curriculum encompasses all the 
interactions, experiences, activities, routines 
and events, planned and unplanned, that 
occurs in an environment designed to foster 
children’s learning and development” 

Early Years Learning Framework, p9 

Possums and Bellbirds are looking forward to enjoying a 
special Father’s Night at Kinder.  The children are very 
excited about it and we know there will be some star 
builders, artists and sculptures at our kinder….and that is 
just the dads! The children will share a special gift they  

 
have made for their dad and some yummy Pizza. Thank 
you to the PAC for organising and assisting with dinner.  

We are also looking forward to sharing a footy day at 
the end of term. 

Group Journals 

We hope that our ‘Group Journals’ which are displayed 
most days by the front door, keep you informed about 
what’s happening in the program.  

You will probably have noticed the printed text that 
appears alongside the photos and captions, “VEYLDF” - 
Victorian Early Years Learning and Development 
Framework and “NQF”– National Quality Frameworks. 
These texts are taken directly from these frameworks 
that guide our thinking as we work with, and plan for 
preschool children. 

We hope you are enjoying seeing a sample of the 
learning that happens each day at kindergarten. 

If you would like to borrow your child’s Group Journal, 
please let us know. We are happy for families to borrow 
the journal, but do ask that you respect that it is a legal 
record of our kindergarten program and needs to be 
handled with care and returned to kinder clean and 
safe. 

Preparing for school in 2014 
We will be distributing through pockets in the next 
fortnight, information for parents relating to the 
‘Transition Learning and Development Statements’. 
These statements will be forwarded to schools in 
November. While most sections of these statements are 
prepared by the child’s kindergarten teacher, there is a 
section to be completed by the child’s parents. All the 
information required by you to do this is included in the 
information to come home. If you have any questions, 
please feel free to ask. 

Coming up... 

Term 3: A fun day to celebrate the end of term and 
Footy Fever 

Footy day – Possums   Thursday 19th September 
Bellbirds     Friday 20th September 

Term 4: A special session to share with Grandparents (or 
Special Friend) 

Grandparent Day - Bellbirds Wednesday 23rd October     

                                  Possums Thursday 24th October 

A visit to the Zoo – November (date to be confirmed) 

 

Rachel, Kym, Kate and  
Mrs Dillon 
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Gumnuts, Banksias & Wattles 

 Three weeks into term, and we are a buzz 
with excitement of returning to kinder, 

reconnecting with friends and the 
environment and sharing stories of 
what we did, where we went or 

who/what we saw. We have 
certainly explored all of the room 

changes, and we (staff) love the 
new cupboards (thank-you 

Dean). 

Reflecting on last term, the children enjoyed our 
celebration and consolidation of colours. This was a 
fun and exciting end to the term, especially discussing 
and trying various fruits and vegetables (and jelly) at 
our “rainbow” party. The children identified colours, 
listened to and acted on their theories on how to 
make different shades, and discovered how to make 
new colours by mixing certain ones, (colour mixing 
discussions are still continuing this term). Our flower 
experiment intrigued the children and they shared 
many theories on what colour the flower petals may 
turn after being placed in coloured water. Have you 
conducted your own experiment at home?  

This Term: We have provided many different areas for 
exploration and discovery and have been already 
documenting some of the children’s ideas, interests 
and focus areas which will be followed up over the 
next few weeks in our program. Current interests 
include: 

Boxes – what can we do with, make with or fit inside? 
(thank-you for your recycling support in providing 
small sturdy boxes, containers and bottle tops).  

Music – how can we make sound? With our body? 
Mouths? Instruments? Thanks to last year’s fundraising 
efforts, we recently purchased and received (last 
week), two timber xylophones and a set of 12 egg 
shakers which we’ve already begun using.  

Fathers – who/what is a father? and we will be 
celebrating them soon (shhh).      

We do encourage news from home, i.e. ideas or 
interests that your children have which we can be 
supported, added to or extended at kinder. Some of 
these ideas have been shared with us by way of the 
“Just To Let You Know Book” which is then used as a 
discussion point during the session. The book can also 
be a great tool for incidental communication via a 

quick note to the teaching team in reference 
to something you would like us to know 

regarding your child. i.e. “they’ve just 
been to the snow”, “they will be absent 
next session” or “their pet had babies”. 
So far this communication book has 
been effective. As well as the children’s 

input, we value and welcome parent input regarding 

the program. Do let us know if you have a special skill 
or activity you would like to share with the children 
during a session. We welcome parent participation, 
so please don’t hold back! 

Auction Artwork: The Parents Auxiliary Committee 
held a “Christmas In July” function earlier in the term 
to raise funds for the preschool. To support this 
endeavour and to boost the takings, the entire 3 year 
old group and staff worked very hard on discussing 
and put their individual touches to an exquisite 
masterpiece titled “Friendship Circle”. This was 
auctioned on the night and June’s family were the 
lucky winners; congratulations Kristy and Damien for 
your purchase of an exquisite piece of art. Thanks to 
Miranda from Frames Now! for supporting the 3 year 
old group in replacing the glass for their artwork. 

Our “Family Kindergarten Book” has now travelled to 
every child’s home and we hope you enjoyed sharing 
the photos and stories together. This special book is 
now on our book shelf for the entire community to 
read and reflect on.  

Winter: Please remember another layer of clothing for 
outdoor play i.e. jacket, jumper or coat. Also, in the 
interests of your child and other kindergarten children, 
please keep unwell children at home. We thank you 
for your cooperation.  

Birthdays: A big Happy Birthday goes out to Camryn, 
Rhys, June, Jarvis, and Emily who celebrated their 4th 
birthdays in July. 

Diary Dates: 

Special Presentation for Dad’s – at the end of the 
session either Thursday 29th or Friday 30th August at 
4.00pm. For those in the Gumnut group who attend 
both days, you are welcome to come twice or please 
confirm which day you’ll be attending.  

Father’s Night – Tuesday 3rd September – 5.30pm – 
7.00pm (come when you can and stay for as long as 
you like). Please note it is just for the 3 year old group 
child and their Fathers.  

Drama Toolbox Incursion – Tuesday 17th September 
9.30am -10.30am. 

Soon there will be another visitor to come home with 
the children… 

Thanks again for your support in adding your names 
to the parent helper list, we really appreciate it and 
your children love it.  Please ask if you 
have any questions or if you would like to 
meet to talk about your child, we can 
make a mutually agreeable time.

Thank you, 

Melinda, Nadia and Katrina        

 



Important Notes 

Term 3, 2013 
 
 

General  housekeeping 
 

Phone calls during sessions.  

Our sessions are a busy time when educators are engaged with the children indoors and out. At times it is not 
always appropriate for us to answer the phone. We have the answering machine on at all times so please 
leave a message and we will follow up any message as soon as we are able. 

Valuing our equipment and programs  

You may have recognized we have an extremely tight turnaround time between one session ending and the 
next beginning. The equipment, both indoor and outdoor is set up at the beginning of each session for the 
specific ages and interests of the individual groups.  Could you please encourage your kinder child and/or 
siblings (older or younger) to remain off or away from the set experiences? Having to re-set these areas takes 
us away from our valuable teaching time with your child, we thank-you for your co-operation.  

Change of Clothes 

We would like to remind families to please continue to provide a change of clothes for your child in their 
kinder bags. When playing outdoors after wet weather, children sometime slip and become wet. 

 

Diary Dates 
 
4yo groups: 

Footy day  Possums  Thursday 19th September 
Bellbirds  Friday 20th September 

Grandparent Day Bellbirds  Wednesday 23rd October 
Possums  Thursday 24th October 

A visit to the Zoo  November (date to be confirmed) 

 

3yo groups 

Dad’s Presentation Thursday 29th or Friday 30th August at 4.00pm.  
Father’s Night  Tuesday 3rd September – 5.30pm – 7.00pm  
Drama Toolbox Incursion Tuesday 17th September 9.30am -10.30am. 
 
Fundraising: 

Seedlings  September 
Masters BBQ  Sunday 24th November  

One of the most significant responsibilities that [early childhood] 
professionals have is to support children to retain the sense of awe 
and wonder that they are born with, to add to that a desire to 
nurture and protect what is beautiful, and to encourage them to 
appreciate that there are many possibilities for honouring life and 
wonders that the world holds” 

 (Stonehouse, A. (2006) NSW Curriculum Framework for Children'’s Services, 
- refer to Sources). 

Wood Donations 

Offering the children 
hammering at our woodwork 
table is a fun and valuable 
experience. We would love 
some donations of small soft 
off-cuts of timber 



  

PAC Information 
 
 
We have had a busy few months and would like to thank you for your support. 

The Picture Plates are due back (15th – 22nd Aug) and we have over 60 plates due back – we can’t wait to 
see them.  Thanks Ainsley for organising Design-a-plate. 

Masters BBQ was a sizzling day, everyone got in and helped: cooking sausages and dealing with interesting 
customers. Thanks Kristy and Sonja for organising the BBQ. Look out for Bunning’s in November. 

Christmas in July was fantastic we made nearly $1800 profit.  Congratulations to the winners in our raffle – a list 
of winners is on the noticeboard at kinder.  As per usual the kids artwork was great and thanks to the teaching 
staff for organising it all. A huge thank you to our MC on the night Troy Small for fantastic entertainment – if 
you weren’t there you missed out big time.  Kristy and Deb did an awesome job organising the night and 
everyone worked hard to get raffle prizes donated, Thankyou it was a sensational effort from all involved and 
resulted in a successful night. 

We have just received $100 from Grill’d Burwood so thank you to everyone who made it to Grill’d and 
purchased a burger. 

Unfortunately Waverley Cinemas have withdrawn their current fundraising program.  We appreciate all the 
support they have given us over the past 5 years and acknowledge everyone who logged in everyday 
enabling us to accrue points which earned us cash and cinema vouchers. Thank you. 

Our two main fundraisers for the year are coming up: 

September Seedling Fundraiser 
This replaces our Cadbury chocolate drive and we need everyone to get 
involved and sell as many units/boxes as possible 

Nov 24th Bunnings BBQ Nunawading 
Bunnings BBQ - Bunnings is always a successful fundraising day however the more 
we get donated the more we make, so if you know a butcher or shop that would 
be prepared to donate sausages, onions, bread or drinks please let us know. We 
will also need helpers on the day so please pencil the date in your diary and look 
out for the sign-up sheet at kinder. 

 

Our recent community event: Accredited CPR course was offered on Tuesday 20th August.  We trust those 
who attended found it informative. 

A  list of  businesses who have donated to our events in term 2 are attached please support them as they 
have supported us. 

 

 

  



Support the Businesses 
That Support US!!! 

 

 

 
 

 

    
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

From September, 5 things to remember 
Slip! Slop! Slap! Seek! Slide! 
 

From September, Victoria’s UV levels are on the rise, so it’s time to dust off the sun protection gear 
and Slip, Slop, Slap, Seek, Slide whenever you are outside. Check the SunSmart UV Alert for daily sun 
protection times – you can find it on the free SunSmart app, online (sunsmart.com.au), in the weather 
section of newspapers, or as a free website widget. If you can’t check the UV Alert each day, make 
sure you use sun protection every day from September to the end of April in Victoria. Don’t just wait 
for hot, sunny days.  

ñ Remember these 5 SunSmart steps during the sun protection times, even if it’s cool or cloudy 
• Slip on covering clothing. If you can see skin, UV can reach it. Is your child’s skin covered with 

cool clothing today?   

• Slop on SPF 30 or higher broad spectrum sunscreen. Apply sunscreen before going outdoors and 
reapply every two hours. One application is not enough. Has your child had sunscreen applied 
and reapplied today? 

• Slap on a sun protective hat. The best hat shades the head, face, eyes, ears and neck. Does your 
child’s hat protect all of these areas? 

• Seek shade. Shady spaces help block some of the sun’s UV but not all so you still need to wear 
hats, clothing and sunscreen even in the shade. Does your child have shady places to play? 

• Slide on sunglasses labelled AS 1067. If practical, help protect your child’s eyes with sunglasses. 
Are your child’s eyes safe in the sun?  

 

A note about vitamin D 

The sun’s UV is the best natural source of vitamin D.  

From September to April in Victoria, most people need just a few minutes of sun exposure to the face, 
arms and hands (or equivalent area of skin) mid-morning or mid-afternoon on most days of the week 
to help with vitamin D.  Even with sunscreen you can still get some vitamin D.  Sun safe outdoor play 
throughout the day should not put your child at risk of low vitamin D. 

Children with naturally very dark brown or black skin need even more sun exposure to help with 
vitamin D. These children usually don’t need to apply sunscreen but they should still use the other 
SunSmart steps during sun protection times.  

  
For further information contact: 
SunSmart: 
Ph: 9635 5148     
Email: sunsmart@cancervic.org.au      
Web: sunsmart.com.au  

 


