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President’s Report  
Welcome to term 3 at Blackburn Pre School.  

As you may have noticed, the kinder playground was a 

busy place during the holidays. We not only have a 

wonderful new dry creek bed with water pump but a terrific 

timber boardwalk to go with it.  Something that you may 

not have noticed is the new fencing that closes off the 

letterbox and the plank storage area near the sand pit.  I 

would like to acknowledge the efforts of past and present 

years PAC teams fundraising efforts, which enabled these 

upgrades to happen.  I think our playground is looking 

fabulous.  

Thank you to those families that have signed up for the 

weekend tidy up roster.  There are still a few spots to fill, so if 

you can spare a bit of time one weekend it means our 

playground starts the week looking its best.   

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our kinder 

families for the feedback and support they have directed 

to both COM and the teaching team in respect to the 2013 

timetable.  It's greatly appreciated.  

At the end of last term each family received a kinder 

survey, and I’m pleased to say that nearly all of our families 

took the time to fill it out.  The survey results are providing 

information on what areas of the kinder need our attention. 

Lastly, I hope everyone is ready for a fun filled third term at 

our wonderful Pre School. 

Loree Spong 
President, Annika’s Mum, Bellbirds group 
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Gumnuts and Wattles 
Welcome back for term three everyone!!  The children seem 

well and truly ready for another exciting term. Our 

program is focusing on Outcome 2 from the Early 

Years Framework.  The children and staff are 

exploring together how children are connected 

with and contribute to their world. When planning 

experiences to support the learning we want to 

engage the children and tap into their natural 

curiosity. The outdoor program is a 

wonderful place to do this. Setting up a 

worm farm with the help of Julie Canobie (Damon’s mum in Wattle 

Group) has been a wonderful way to explore the ideas of children 

becoming socially responsible and respecting the environment. We 

want the children to “observe, notice and respond to change.”  Our 

aim is for the children to “explore relationships with other living and 

non-living things”.  It is also important for the children to understand 

the impact we have as humans on things in our environment. (EYLF)  

We have had discussions about our compost bin too.  We are using 

opportunities at snack time to talk to the children about what is good 

to put in a compost bin and what goes into the rubbish bin.  If you 

would like to continue this learning at home we’d love you to get 

involved.  Your child can bring in fruit and vegetable scraps from 

home for our compost bin.  We welcome any scraps but no onion or 

citrus please.  If your child would like to bring in scraps for the worm 

farm please send along used tea bags, crushed egg shells, fruit/veg 

scraps but again please no citrus or onion (worms are obviously 

fussy!!)  Did you know that worms like the worm blankets from 

Bunnings?  The children learnt that not only is Bunnings good for 

sausages in bread but for keeping worms warm during Winter too. I 
have the feeling these worms may be the most spoilt in Blackburn! 

When you look at our program book you will notice that we have our 

planning for the group in terms of the Early Years Framework and our 

experiences reflect this. You may not realise that we also have 

individual plans for each child in the group. These plans are 

confidential which is why you don’t see them in our group book. We 

do keep an individual learning journal for each child. This journal was 

started at the beginning of the year and tracks your child’s learning 

journey throughout the year. The teaching staff put photos, 

anecdotal records, artwork etc into these books and you will be 

given them at the end of the year. In the meantime you are 

encouraged to look at your child’s journal when you’re at the kinder. 

I will bring these along to the home visits so we can use it as an 

opportunity to discuss how your child is going and any particular 

goals we decide on together can be added to the journal. The 

journal is a wonderful way to make the learning visible and is just one 

way we can see progress over the year. If a home visit is not for you, 

we can still sit down together and formulate some goals for your child 

at kinder. Please come and see me so we can make a time to do this. 

Thanks to your fundraising efforts we are enjoying the Dry Creek Bed and Water Pump. The new boardwalk 

has also been a fantastic addition to our playground. I think it shows that the size of the play space is not 
what’s important it’s what you do with the space. 

Take care, 

 Angela, Kate and Mrs Dillon 
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Bellbirds & Possums 
    We are all very excited about our new Creek Bed and Water Pump along with the 

Boardwalk. The children were very keen to start pumping the water (which is recycled 

from a tank underneath) and were very enthusiastic with the water flowing down the 

creek. This will be a particularly fun and refreshing experience during warmer days. The 

Boardwalk has been well used by bikes, trolleys and scooters... especially the descent!!!  The 

children come back to kinder reenergized and providing new experiences outdoors and changing the 

indoor environment with furniture repositioned and the introduction of new and challenging activities 
enhances the children’s curiosity and desire to explore and learn. 

With all the world talking about the Olympics we look forward to sharing many of the important aspects of 

this occasion with the children. It provides a wonderful opportunity to involve the children in the joy of 

collaborative experiences. The children will be offered the chance to research and learn about different 

countries and their cultures and find out about the variety of events the Olympics offers. Together we will 

discover the value of working hard at something you love and giving it your best shot... and although there 

may not always be a gold medal and world ovation on hand for your success achieving your personal best is 
a fabulous victory. 

The Possum and Bellbirds Programs are based on the Victorian Early Years Learning Frameworks (VEYLF). There 

are five Outcomes that we use to shape our interactions and guidance of the children and learning 
environment 

Outcomes: 

1. Children have a strong sense of Identity 

2. Children are connected with and contribute to their world 

3. Children have a strong sense of wellbeing 

4. Children are Confident and involved learners  
5. Children are effective communicators 

Our program is essentially Planning Possibilities that is developed using children’s interests, parents’ 

suggestions, our educational knowledge and the VEYLF Outcomes.  They are possibilities because they are 

open to development, change and sometimes lack of interest!!! The program is always evolving; this makes it 

exciting, active and relevant. Our Group Journals display extracts of the day documenting the particular 
experiences and the how they relate to the VEYLF Outcomes. 

Last year our staff attended a Professional Development Evening with Maggie Dent. She was a truly 

inspirational speaker with a wealth of knowledge to share from her professional life as a teacher, counsellor 

and celebrant. However her passion as a parent and advocate of young children’s development was what 

struck a chord in all of us. Her ideas we use in our job as facilitators of your children and also with our own 

children. Maggie has a monthly newsletter online and we encourage you to have a look, Maggie Dent New 
Beginnings we are sure will find something there to get you thinking. 

We also have a Parent Library which covers all sorts of parenting aspects. You are welcome to borrow from 

this (on the shelf next to the photo copier) or please speak with us if you have any queries and we will help 
however we can. 

Coming Up 

• Olympics Day – A celebration and some special events. 

• Shopping – A walking visit to our local IGA to buy ingredients for a cooking activity. 

• Fathers Night- An informal kinder evening for the children and their Dads. 
• Library- A walking Visit to the Blackburn Library to share some stories with Helen 

Requests 

We would love some soft pine off cuts for the children to use at the wood work bench. 

Later this term we will talk with the children about Our Community and some of the jobs people do. If you feel 
your job would be of interest to share with the children please let us know 

       Kym, Kate, Jeanette, Rachel, Mrs Dillon & Nadia 



Change of 
contact details? 
Just a reminder to families to advise the 

enrolment co-ordinator of any changes 

to your contact or enrolment details.   

The enrolment co-ordinator will then 

advise WPSA and the teaching team.  

Kelly, the enrolment co-ordinator, can 

be contacted on 98933050, 0414409012 
or kelly@rubyredrunners.com.au. 
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General  housekeeping 
 

Help wanted!  Weekend maintenance roster 

In addition to holding a couple of working bees throughout the 

year, the weekend maintenance roster is another way we keep 

on top of the maintenance of the outdoor play space.  Each 

weekend we have a family come up to the kinder and do a 

general sweep of the paths and a tidy or weed of the garden 

and locker areas.    We only ask that you give an hour or so, and 

you are welcome to come at any time that suits your family over 

the weekend.  If you haven't had a chance to be part of the 

weekend roster this year, please fill in the roster sheet which is 
beside the sign-in book.  Rakes and brooms are provided.   

Woolworths earn & learn 

In response to overwhelming feedback, the 2012 Woolworths 

Earn & Learn program is now open to early childhood setting as 

well as Primary & Secondary schools.  This program is a chance to 

earn valuable educational resources, including art supplies, books, construction equipment and musical 

instruments.  Blackburn Pre-School has registered to take part in this program.  It's easy to participate – simply 

collect stickers from your local Woolworths or Safeway store, place them on a sticker card (available at 

Woolworths or kinder), and return them to kinder.   

 

 

 

  

Did you know? 
We welcome your ideas, input and 

suggestions!  If you have any suggestions, 

queries or concerns about anything at 

Blackburn Pre-School, please do not 

hesitate to talk to your class teacher or 

use the communication box. 

Upcoming diary dates 
Friday 3rd August  return  Billie Cards fundraiser forms 

Sunday 16th September  Bunnings BBQ 

24th September - 5th October   Term break 

Thank you for your fundraising! 
A big THANK YOU to all families who have contributed to the 

fundraising of the kinder, which have enabled us to make 

some upgrades to the outdoor play area.  The children have 

been loving playing with the new dry creek bed, water pump 

and the new timber boardwalk!  We have more planned 

upgrades on our 'wish list' which we hope upcoming 

fundraising efforts will help us achieve. 
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PAC information for Term 3 
Welcome back from a chilly 2 week break. Upon returning to the kinder this term, you may have noticed the 

new additions to the outdoor play area. We now have a dry creek bed with a manual pump, and a new 

path that runs past the dry creek bed and up into the covered decking area. These improvements were 

funded by PAC fundraising profits, which are a direct result of all of your help as families of this community. 

The contributions you make feed back into the kinder, and allow it to flourish and continue to provide a 
wonderful environment for our children to learn in. 

On that note, a big thanks to all the families who came to our Wine, Art & Cheese Evening. It was a huge 

success, and a lovely social and fundraising evening. Everyone left with a smile on their face (it may have 
been the wine tastings that put them there). 

The Billie Cards fundraiser also finishes soon - their forms need to be returned by Friday 3rd August.  

Congratulations to the families that placed the winning bids on 

our Group Artwork Auctions. All of the pieces are fantastic and 

generated a lot of interest.  Unfortunately the Bellbirds piece 

didn’t meet the reserve, and there will be another opportunity to 
purchase it later in the year. 

One last thing: does anyone in Possums have a small amount of 

spare time? We need a new social representative from Possums 

Group from September. The main things you will need to do is 

organise a few social activities within the group, and this can all 

be done by email. It would be great if you could attend our 

PAC meetings too – once a month, which means only 3 until 
the end of the year. Please contact us if for more info. 

Thanks to all. 

Feel free to email any queries to the PAC email account: pacblackburnps@gmail.com 

  

Bellbirds Artwork – Silent Auction Coming Soon 

Upcoming Events 
• Bunnings BBQ at Nunawading on 16th September 2012 

Rosters will soon be up at the kinder –we really need your 

help. Shifts will only be a few hours, and the more people 

who attend, the easier it is on everyone. Please write the 
date in your diary. 

• Christmas Social Event 

Plans are underway for a big Christmas bash. Keep an 
eye out for further information. 

 



 

Living Well with Asthma: Advice for Parents and Carers 

1 in 10 people in Australia have asthma, and people with asthma often rate their health a lot worse and 

report a poorer quality of life than the general population. Children and adolescents with current asthma 

are more likely to miss days of school/preschool due to asthma and a key aspect of improving quality of 

life is ensuring that your child or teenager is are able to engage fully in physical activity and social aspects 

of life and learning. 
 

Good asthma control is: 

• Symptom free during the day and during physical exercise, reducing the need for reliever medication  
• Symptom free at night, allowing for a good night’s rest 

• Rarely experiencing asthma attacks or exacerbations 

• Preventer medication and devices are being used correctly and as prescribed (eg. on a daily basis) 

• Having an asthma action plan to follow, both for the school/preschool and at home, and promptly 

acting on the plan when asthma symptoms occur 

Asthma symptoms are not a normal aspect of life and should be taken seriously. Children and teenagers 

with poor asthma control should be encouraged to seek assistance, and should visit their GP or respiratory 

physician for an asthma review as soon as possible. 

 

 

For further information, please contact the Asthma Foundation of Victoria on 1800 645 130 or email schools@asthma.org.au 

Spacer Use in Schools/Preschools: Advice for Parents & Carers 

As of the 1st July 2012, schools and preschools in Victoria will be implementing a new policy in regards to 

single person spacer use.  

This means that schools and preschools will no longer be able to wash, sterilise and re-use spacers and 

face masks from their asthma emergency kits when assisting students and children with asthma symptoms. 

Spacers should always be used when administering reliever ‘puffer’ medication because: 

• Using a spacer with a ‘puffer’ ensures that more medication reaches the airways 

• Spacers are much easier for children to use than a ‘puffer’ alone, and allows school and preschool 

staff to help students/children during an asthma attack, often in an emergency situation 

• Spacers are an essential part of the Asthma First Aid procedure that Victorian schools/preschools are 
instructed to follow 

Asthma first aid kits should only ever be used as a back-up for when a child with asthma does not have their own spacer available, 

or if it is a first asthma attack or the cause of breathing difficulty is unknown. Your child’s school/preschool may implement a 

policy where parents/carers are responsible for the cost of the spacer if one must be used from the asthma emergency kit.  

 

Even if your child has mild asthma, it is essential that their medication and spacer (and a compatible face 

mask if under 5 years old) is always available to school/preschool staff. To ensure that a spacer is not left 

at home, we would recommend that parents/carers purchase a second spacer for their child to have 

with them at school/preschool at all times if possible. 

 

 


