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President’s Report  
Welcome to Term 2 of Blackburn Pre-School! 

Towards the end of a very busy first term of 
welcoming and settling children into their wonderful 
Pre-School groups, the teachers at Blackburn Pre-
School stepped up to take part in the new National 
kindergarten rating and assessment process. The 
Pre-School was visited by a representative from the 
Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality 
Authority (ACECQA) for two days of observations, 
note taking and interviews. It was a fairly intense 
process! With some support from many COM 
members, the staff at Blackburn Pre-School worked 
tirelessly throughout the term to ensure every aspect 
of the kindergarten, from programming to policies, 
was exactly as it should have been, and indeed it 
was. The kinder has been awarded an overall rating 
of “Exceeding National Quality Standards”, which is 
a truly exceptional outcome! Congratulations to all 
who were involved in the process, and a huge thank 
you to our wonderful staff who engaged our 
children the way they do every day, and were 
recognised for their teaching excellence on a 
National scale. 

A copy of the final report will be proudly displayed 
at the Pre-School once it has been received from 
the Department. 

Thank you to the families who took the time to 
complete the recent ‘Timetable Survey’. Your 
participation forms part of our ongoing consultation, 
communication and engagement with families, 
assisting in our efforts to provide an excellent Pre-
School service that meets current community needs. 
Many factors are involved when scheduling groups 
in a Pre-School service, from optimal educational 
times, financial viability, industrial relations 
requirements for staff and meeting the Pre-School 
community’s needs. The integration of these factors 
is a delicate process and I thank the members of the 
sub-committee for their tireless efforts  
in the pursuit of a timetable as  
fair and equal to all  
stakeholders as possible. 

Some exciting news for those of us with energetic 
Pre-Schoolers! A small group from the kinder and 
some enthusiastic members of The Avenue Uniting 
Church are working together to make the grassed 
area behind the kinder a safe and useable play 
space for our children. The Church will be starting up 
a play group, which kinder families will be most 
welcome to join! It will possibly have a gardening 
focus, and they will use the space at some time 
during the week. The kinder children will have 
access to the area during their sessions, allowing for 
lots more space to run, kick a ball, ride the trikes, 
and play outdoor group games. To make this 
happen, we will be calling for volunteers to lend 
some help. The construction project will be 
supervised, so a little time, basic skill and some 
muscle will be all we require from you. When we 
make the call out for help, please think about 
donating your time to get your children some 
running room! If you are interested in helping get the 
playgroup started, please contact me and I’ll 
forward your details. 

We are continuing to fundraise for a new ‘all 
weather’ shade covering, with hopes to replace our 
older style shade sail in the coming months. This 
structure will provide shade for the outdoor 
playground area, as well as protect from rain, 
making the area useable every day – sure to be a 
very welcome addition over the winter months! PAC 
have already come up with some fantastic 
fundraising ideas, and have more fun activities 
planned for the months ahead. Please continue to 
support Blackburn Pre-School in our fundraising 
efforts so that we can provide the best for your 
children. 

Bridie Macdonald  
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Group Reports 
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Bellbirds & Possums 
‘Living Safely with Dogs’ Program  
              An educator visited kinder on 

Wednesday 24th April to work with 
the children in Bellbirds and 

Possums Groups. The visit was 
conducted by a trained Pet 
Educator and her temperament-
tested pet. The program focused 
on living safely with dogs. 

Particular attention was given to recognizing 
the warning signs given by dogs, the correct way to 

approach a dog and what to do if approached by an 
aggressive dog. 

Celebrating Mothers 
The children are busy at kinder preparing some special 
surprises for their Mums. Celebrating family is an 
important part of the program and during the course of 
the year we highlight the roles of mothers, fathers, 
siblings, grandparents, pets and other significant people 
in the children’s lives. In recognition of Mother’s Day, we 
have invited Mums to share an afternoon tea with us at 
kinder on Wednesday 8th May.  12.30pm for Bellbirds 
Group and 2pm for Possums Group! 

“Guess the Baby” photo board 
We are collecting baby photos of the children in the 
4yo groups.  After sharing the story Guess the Baby by 
Simon French & Donna Rawlins we decided we would 
like to see if we could pick our friends from their baby 
photos.  This experience is timely as Victor’s family 
(Bellbirds) have recently welcomed a new baby to their 
family and several other families are expecting new 
babies in the months ahead.  

Visit from Librarian & Library Borrowing  
Children will be offered an opportunity to borrow books 
from our kinder library from the middle of May. This is a 
great opportunity to share literature at home as well as 
being a great opportunity for the children to practise 
being responsible for bringing their books in bags to 
kinder each Wednesday and selecting a new book that 
appeals to them. 

To launch this program, Anne Markovec the Youth 
Services Librarian at Blackburn Library will visit the 
children on Wednesday 1st May during the kinder 
sessions, to talk about the role of the library and library 
borrowing. 

Sustainability 
As our hot autumn weather now seems to have finally 
finished, we are now ready to plant out our vegetable 
gardens at kinder. After discussions with the children at 
the end of term one, we have a shopping list to hit the 
nursery with. We look forward to planting, caring for and 
harvesting our winter vegetables in the months ahead. 

We have also been talking with the children about 
recycling. Our collage table is a busy place during 
kinder sessions with amazing creations emerging from 
the combination of children’s rich imaginations and 
a good stock of recycled materials! You may have 
noticed our worm farm at kinder. We plan to begin 
adding food scraps from snacks and lunches to this 
farm this term. The children have been encouraged 
to identify what should be placed in our rubbish bin 
and what should be placed in our recycling bin. 

Can you help? We do need a parent or several 
parents with a couple of hours to spare, to take a trip 
for us to the Reverse Art Supplies Factory. Blackburn 
Preschool is a member of this service and we are 
able to visit several times a year to fill garbage bags 
of usable materials for our arts and crafts program at 
kinder. If you think you could help us with this, we 
would be very happy to hear from you. 

We would also like to ask for donations of clean and 
usable materials that you may have at home that we 
could use in our collage trolley e.g. small/medium 
sized boxes, corks, plastic food containers etc.  

Please be aware that we cannot use 
boxes/containers that have had food items 
containing NUTS AND EGGS in them. 

Consolidating Routines 
Now that we are into term two and the children 
have become familiar with and comfortable with the 
routines of the kindergarten session, we are 
encouraging them to become increasingly 
independent. Children should be encouraged to 
place their own bags in lockers at the start of the 
session and to place snack boxes, lunch boxes and 
drink bottles on the shelves/in the tub, before joining 
us on the mat.  Independence will be expected at 
school next year so now is a great time to gradually 
start encouraging it. 

Parent Teacher Exchanges 
Towards the end of this term we will offer parents an 
opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and 
collaboratively set some goals for the second half of 
the year.  If at any time you would like to share some 
information or ask questions please see us to make a 
time to chat. If due to other commitments it may be 
more difficult to find a time you are welcome to ring 
or email us also. 

We look forward to a busy, challenging and happy 
term 2.  

Rachel, Kym, Kate and  
Mrs Dillon
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Gumnuts, Banksias & Wattles 

Wow, we can’t really believe we’re already 
into term two, it seems like yesterday 

we were meeting everybody for 
the first time. So far, two weeks into 
the term and it has been lovely to 
see everyone’s smiling faces and 

hearing conversations between 
peers on their return, we 
missed you.  

Reflecting on last term, our concert incursion 
with Paul Jamieson was a fantastic high-energy 
ending to the term. We danced, sung, played 
instruments and made human trains to his groovy 
beats.  

The sessions so far this term have included 
reconnecting with each other, exploring the 
changes in the room and discovering new 
experiences. This term we’re currently focusing on 
Mothers and celebrating them. We are exploring: 
Who is a mother? Are Grandmothers mothers? Are 
animals mothers? Are birds mothers? This will link in 
beautifully when this term’s incursion arrives: (Henny 
Penny Eggs – see article further in the newsletter).    

Other interests we are currently following include “a 
collection”. This came about by one child bringing a 
gumnut and showing his friends at group time. 
Through discussion, the children decided they would 
like to bring other items to add to this, hence 
“collection” and a box was provided to display 
them. Another day, a range of items were brought 
to kinder including pods, leaves etc; the children 
noticed some leaves were different colours. This 
lead to another tangent in our discussion which 
included Autumn. The children eagerly shared their 
knowledge of leaves changing colour, falling to the 
ground and the scrunching sound they make. Let’s 
see where this interest takes us……..  

We do encourage news from 
home, ideas, interests that your 
children have which we can 
support and add to their learning 
at kinder. Many children have 
shown a great appreciation and 

interest in music and movement. Do any of you play 
an instrument or have access to someone who can 
and would be willing to visit us during a session to 
show the children? We would love to hear from you.  

Hooray, we have finished our “Family Kindergarten 
Book” and both copies are in circulation. We hope 
you enjoy sharing the photos and stories with your 
child. The children’s words were recorded as 
expressed by each individual and give us a special 
window into children’s thinking.  

Independence 
The snack shelf is working wonderfully, thank-you for 
encouraging your child to place their snack box 
and drink bottle themselves, this has supported your 
child remembering where to find their items at snack 
time. The ability for the children to self-select items 
from the shed is working well. The children have 
remembered they can safely choose something 
from the front of the yellow line. However if they 
would like an item behind the yellow line, they need 
to ask an adult to retrieve it.  

Thanks again for your support in adding your names 
to the parent helper list, we really appreciate it and 
your children love it.  Please ask if you have any 
questions or if you would like to meet to talk about 
your child, we can make a mutually agreeable time.  

Diary Dates: 
Mother’s Night – Tuesday 7th May – 5.30pm – 7.00pm 
(come when you can and stay for as long as you 
like). Please note it is just for the 3 year old group 
child and their Mums.  

Special Presentation for Mums – at the end of the 
session either Thursday 9th May or Friday 10th May at 
4pm. For those in the Gumnut group who attend 
both days, you are welcome to come twice or 
please confirm which day you’ll be attending.  

Thank-you, 

Melinda, Nadia and Katrina        

 

 

REMINDER – 2014 Enrolments 

All 2014 kinder applications close on 30 June 2013 with WPSA.  If Blackburn Preschool wasn't your first choice 
for 3 year old or 4 year old in 2014 and you would like to attend, please change your preference in writing 
with WPSA.  If you do not have Blackburn Preschool recorded as your preference Preschool you may miss 
out on a 2014 offer from us. 
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General  housekeeping 
 

Henny Penny is coming 
We are excited to have booked Henny Penny Hatching for the children in all groups.  The eggs will arrive at 
Kinder on May 27th and we will have the opportunity to observe the hatching of eggs and the growth of the 
chicks through to June 7th this is an amazing experience for the children and the staff and we look forward to 
it enthusiastically. 

Pick Up and Drop Off 

Our change over between sessions is rather tight and it has been suggested by some parents that more cars 
could be parked directly outside the Kinder if parents park as close to the car in front as appropriate.  

Please remind your children to be considerate of the outdoor play space while waiting for your group to 
begin and at the end of the day. There are times that staff are left to re set up activities outside for their group 
or tidy up at the end of the day. We encourage the children to be respectful and mindful of their shared 
environment. 

Water Only   

Healthy eating is encouraged at Kinder. Along with appropriate and wholesome foods we ask that the 
children bring WATER only to drink at Kinder.  

Sewing 

We often have small sewing jobs such as hemming table cloths, putting tags onto hand towels and repairing 
dress-ups. If you would like to help please let staff know. 

Collect Woolworths Earn & Learn Stickers 

The Woolworths Earn & Learn program is back!  This community program enables schools and early learning 
centres throughout Australia to earn educational resources simply through the school community shopping at 
Woolworths.  It is time to start collecting points! The program runs until the 9th June 2013.   

Whenever Blackburn Preschoool staff and parents shop at Woolworths they can collect stickers  from the 
checkout operator and place them on sticker sheets.  There'll be one point for every $10 spent (excluding 
liquor, tobacco, and gift cards). Once completed, you can either return the sticker sheets to kinder or place 
them in a collection box, at the Blackburn Woolworths on Canterbury Road.   

Upcoming events: 
Working Bee & Afternoon Tea – Sunday 19th May 12-3pm.  

This working bee is just one week before our Open Day. We need all hands on deck to present our kinder at its 
best to the wider community.  

The working bee will be held on Sunday 19th May from 12-3 and is parents only.  

This is an all weather event & there are plenty of odd jobs to do inside & outside.  

Kinder Open Day – Saturday 25th May 10am – 12noon. 

We are having our annual open day on Saturday 25th May.   Open Day is a great chance to meet the 
teaching team, speak with current parents of the preschool, see the facilities and pick up an information 
pack about the kinder.  We hope to see you there. 

  

You can learn many things from children. How much patience you have, for instance. 

 Franklin P. Jones 

 



  

PAC Information 
 

We hope you all enjoyed the Hot Cross buns!! We would like to thank Bakers Delight Brentford Square for their 
generous and ongoing support.  Your support helped us raise over $200.00 towards our new undercover play 
area - THANKYOU.  We have got some great things planned for the year.  Make sure you add the following 
dates in your diary: 

April Entertainment Books 
We receive $13.00 from every book we sell.  Tell your family and friends. 

May 3rd Mums Night 7:30-10:30 
BYO drinks, raffle prizes, auction, market stalls, massages, great food, catch up 
with other mums.   

Support the kinder and the cancer council – don’t forget your purse, drinks and 
item for the auction. 

May 4th Aver & Line Photography 
If you have booked a photography session please ensure you put your $15 in the 
PAC letterbox to confirm your spot. 

Please ensure you arrive on time for your appointment as the sessions are fully 
booked.  We cannot hold your appointment if you are late. 

June Design a Plate 
The children will be designing a picture that will be transposed onto a melamine 
plate, which will be available just in time for Fathers Day 

June 23rd Masters BBQ Box Hill South 
We have been allocated June 23rd to hold a BBQ at Masters Box Hill South.  BBQ’s 
are a fantastic way for us to raise money for the kinder but we need your help to 
cook and sell sausages.  Keep an eye out for the “HELP WANTED” sheet 

July 20th XMAS in July 
A fantastic night for parents and friends. Food, band, raffles – more information to 
come. 

Aug/Sept Seedling Fundraiser 
The seedlings and herbs will be here just in time for Spring.  Family and friends will 
love them.  

Nov 24th Bunnings BBQ Nunawading 
If you couldn’t help out at the Masters BBQ don’t despair Bunnings is waiting.  
Another great money maker but again – only with your help! 

Please note the dates and information above may be subject to change. Information will be sent out prior to each 
event/fundraiser.  More events may be added. 

We hope you will enjoy everything we have planned this year and remember that our main objective is the 
undercover play area for the kids. If you know anyone who would be willing to contribute/donate to any of 
our fundraisers please let your PAC rep know.  We are always looking for raffle prizes and/or contributions for 
our BBQs. 

If you would like to join the PAC or help out in any way don’t hesitate to come along to one of our meetings.  
Our next meeting is Monday 20th May 7:00pm. Keep an eye on the notice boards. 
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Loyalty Programs 
 
Show your loyalty to those who support us! 

 

WAVERLEY CINEMA- Online fundraiser 

http://waverleycinema.com/program/club0050.php 
Each daily visit to this fundraising website earns Blackburn Pre-school 2 cents.  
Make it your homepage so you remember every day! You can also encourage as many of your friends, relatives 
and work colleagues to register their daily support. 
We currently have 2 double passes to give away so logon and one of them could be yours. 

AUSSIE FARMER’S DIRECT 

www.aussiefarmers.com.au 
Simply call 1300 645 562 and ask them to tag your account to Blackburn Preschool, and Aussie Farmers will 
contribute 2% of sales back to the kinder at the end of each term. 

THAT’S MINE LABELS 

www.thatsmine.com.au 
Families are asked to initially sign up as a Frequent Labeller member, and to select Blackburn Pre-school from a 
drop down list when choosing a school for fundraising. Blackburn Preschool will receive a 10% commission of sales.  

PERSONALISE ME 

www.personalise-me.com.au 
Open a simple online account when you make your first purchase. While doing this you need to nominate 
Blackburn Pre-school for fundraising. You only need to set this up once and then all future purchases will earn 
Blackburn Preschool 20% commission 

ART EATER 

www.arteater.com.au 
Showcase your children’s artwork. 
Use our unique code when shopping online: 3130BLA and 10% of sales comes back to Blackburn Pre-school 
quarterly 

PARENT DIRECT & CHALK 

www.parentdirect.com.au and www.chalk.com.au 
Purchase toys from parent Direct or Chalk and Blackburn Preschool will receive 20% credit to buy toys for kinder 
programs.  
Discounted delivery of $3.90 per person for two or more orders combined and delivered to Blackburn Pre-school. 
Order using a brochure, which can be found under the kinder veranda 
(Order by the end of October to ensure delivery before Christmas) 

SONLEY CAFÉ (SHOP 1, 20 Blackburn Rd, Blackburn) 

              Group bookings of 4 or more receive 5% off the total order.  
Call Sherry or Ailey on 9894 4077 to make the booking 

BAKER’S DELIGHT BRENTFORD SQUARE 

Mention Blackburn Pre-school or use your supporter card and 5% from your purchase gets donated back to the 
pre-school.   

  



 


