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President’s Report  
On behalf of the Committee of Management, I 
warmly welcome everyone to Blackburn Pre-School 
for 2013, particularly those families attending for the 
first time. It has been great to catch a glimpse of 
each of the kinder groups in action over the last few 
weeks, and see so many smiling little faces 
thoroughly enjoying the experiences and resources 
on offer to them. 

Last year we announced our new teaching team for 
2013, with Melinda and Nadia employed as our 3 
Year Old group educators. We warmly welcome 
Melinda and Nadia. It is great to see them already 
settling in so beautifully. They join the 4 Year Old 
teaching teams Rachel and Mrs Dillon, Kym and 
Kate. Rachel and Kym are both stepping up to new 
leadership roles this year, as Team Leader and 
Educational Leader respectively. All staff have 
thrown themselves into 2013 with a level of devotion 
and enthusiasm that is hard to match. Blackburn 
Pre-School is scheduled to be assessed by the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development in the coming weeks, and the 
teachers have been working particularly hard to 
ensure the kinder is on track for assessment. Thank 
you to the staff for a wonderful start to the year. 

After a very enjoyable year on PAC in 2012, this is my 
first year in a COM role, as President. My son, Lachie, 
is in the 4 year old Bellbirds group. If you ever need 
to discuss anything with me I encourage you to 
contact me on bridiemacdonald@hotmail.com.  

COM members have been very busy over the 
summer break. We have a mixture of new faces and 
experienced members on the COM, all bringing to 
the team eagerness, dedication and commitment 
to working with the teaching staff so as to provide a 
terrific Pre-School for our community. We had a 
clean up day last year, a working bee this year to 
prepare the yard for the start of term and many 
members have already spent many hours 
establishing their roles and keeping the kinder 
moving along. We have also started to plan for 
some big things in 2013, with priority placed on 
replacing the outdoor shade structure, so keep an 
eye out for changes around the kinder! Thanks to 
the Committee members for their stellar efforts. 

Committee photos and contact details will be 
posted on the outdoor noticeboard, so that you 
know who we are and who to speak to regarding 
different issues. So, if you have any concerns, ideas, 
comments or questions, please just ask! The 
committee and staff are here to help you and your 
child throughout the year. 

The Parent’s Auxiliary Committee is headed by 
Danni Clarke this year, and PAC have already 
begun planning an exciting year for Blackburn Pre-
School. PAC offer a range of social, community and 
fundraising events, as well as friendly faces in the 
kinder groups, with at least one PAC representative 
in each group. I encourage everyone to come 
along to the scheduled events and get to know 
other parents and caregivers from our community, 
as well as supporting the efforts of PAC, who 
contribute so much to anything ‘extra’ our kinder 
desires for our children. 

I wish all of you a wonderful 2013 at Blackburn Pre-
School, and look forward to meeting many more 
families as our Kinder social calendar kicks off! 

Bridie Macdonald  
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Bellbirds & Possums 
 

   We are delighted with the start we have had to our preschool year and are very 
much enjoying reacquainting with returning families and getting to know new children 
and their families.  Despite the challenges of the heat, the transition to the longer four 

year old sessions is going smoothly. 

We are enjoying starting our sessions with the children on the mat for some 
collaborative play activities.  This short period of play allows for all children to arrive before 

we begin our first group time.  It provides an opportunity for parents to spend a few minutes playing 
with their children and allows for parents to chat with teaching staff if they wish to do so.  We thank you for 

supporting the introduction of this new routine with the children.  We would remind parents that the focus at 
this time is the settling of the children and suggest parents chat socially with each other once leaving the 
playroom. 

Often at the start of the year it can take a little time for the children to become familiar with and 
independent with the daily routines.  Snack time and lunchtime can cause confusion for some children.  The 
children find having two boxes, one for snack and one for lunch helpful. Some benefit from having parents 
talk with them about what is in their snack box and what is for lunch.  While it can take a little time, we do find 
that all children gradually become independent in managing these routines. 

In these early weeks we spend time observing and listening to the children.  We talk with them about the type 
of play that they enjoy and we look for opportunities to use this information to guide us as we plan the 
learning environment and experiences.  We look forward to seeing where their interests take us in 2013. 

Rachel, Kym, Kate and Mrs Dillon 
 

“Fantasy is a necessary ingredient in living; it's a way of looking at life 
through the wrong end of a telescope.”   
Dr. Seuss 

Coming Up 

To finish off our Term 1 the Bellbird and Possum children will have The Flying Bookworm 
Theatre Company join the children for some Story telling using props, drama, children 
participation and lots of fun. 

Bellbirds – Friday 22nd March 

Possums – Tuesday 26th March  

 

Gumnuts, Banksias & Wattles 
We have been having a wonderful time in the 3 year old groups, it has been a pleasure sharing the first few 
weeks with you and your children who have been settling into kinder exceptionally well. We thank-you for 
supporting the gradual start times to kinder, this has supported your child to a positive beginning. We are 

looking forward to the full sessions to spend longer, uninterrupted time with your children. 

There are so many things the children have been processing, for example – becoming familiar 
with a new environment, new faces and names, (teachers and peers). There are several 
routines and transition times e.g. – ‘greeting meeting’, pack up, group times, washing hands, 
snack. Then there are social aspects like sharing, turn taking, listening etc. The list is endless 
and with support, the children are beginning to take some responsibility for themselves in 

packing up, washing hands and drying them on their own bathroom towel.    
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In our orientation sessions we spoke about needing all the children's items labelled, i.e. snack 
box, drink bottle, hats and bag, (this especially aids parent helpers find your child's bag until 
they're familiar with all children). Thanks to those who have labelled all items, it is very 

helpful. You may notice that we have added photos of your children to the lockers, this is 
to help them find their bag to retrieve their snack/hat etc. It would benefit your child if 
they, supported by you, put their bag in their locker at the start of the session as it will 
help them to remember where it is located. 

Thank-you for your support in adding your names to the parent helper roster. We have 
busy days and we really value the extra pairs of hands, (especially to catch a falling roller 

door!!).   

The children are beginning to learn about who they are within the kindergarten community. 
i.e. they are part of the 3 year old group, but also share this space with the bigger children in 
the 4 year old groups. We have begun to speak about our families which is being aided with 
the photos being sent from home, thank-you. Soon these photos and accompanying stories 

(the children's words) will be compiled in a book to take home and share.   

The daily reflections journal is situated on the bench next to the sign in/out book. This gives you an opportunity 
to see a snippet of our day and may support a conversation with you and your child about some learning or 
play that has occurred during the session. 

Thank-you for bringing your child onto the large round mat for the beginning of the session, this supports the 
transition from home to kinder and can also be a time where we may be able to have a quick catch-up, or 
grab paperwork. At the end of the day, it is really helpful to all the children to wait until their name is called 
before they leave the mat. We understand that it can be extremely tricky at the end of the session when they 
are excited to see you, but we do want to make sure they're safe and with the correct 
parent/guardian. We are encouraging the children to either say goodbye to us with 
eye-contact, or give a 'hi-5'. 

As always, we encourage information sharing, so if you are unable to quickly chat to 
us prior or after the session, an email, phone call, or written note may be another 
avenue. Alternatively if you need more time, we can make an appointment time 
during Melinda's planning time after a session.   

We look forward to the next few weeks, 

Nadia and Melinda 
 
 

 
 

  

Weekend Tidy-Up/Maintenance Roster 2013 
Each family is required to allocate themselves to one weekend for the year. Suggested jobs include; 

ñ Sweep the paths, decks & porch  
ñ Rake the wood chips  
ñ Pick out large wood chips and leaves from sand pit & scoop  large amounts of  

sand that have been spilt into the playground  area back into the sandpit  
ñ Place rubbish in bin  
ñ Place fallen branches in the green waste bin  
ñ Weed the garden beds  
ñ Water plants if weather has been dry  
ñ Anything else you may be inspired to do	   ��� 

These tasks should only take about 1 hour of your time to complete.  Please find a suitable weekend on the 
maintenance roster (near the sign in sheet) and write down your details. A reminder can be sent to you so 
you don’t forget.  Please contact Dean Roll – Maintenance officer if you have any questions.  
Phone: 0407 286 620 or Email: dean@extensionsunlimited.com.au  Thank-you for helping the Pre-School look 
it’s very best for our children!  
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General  housekeeping 
 

Quality Assessment Process 

During January, Blackburn Preschool was advised that we would have our first National Quality Assessment 
inspection in Term One, 2013.  The National Quality Framework aims to raise quality and drive continuous 
improvement and consistency in education and care services. Part of this process is a national quality rating 
and assessment process. 

As a staff and a committee we are currently preparing for this inspection, scheduled for March 18th and 19th.  
During the inspection, assessors from the Department of Education and Early Childhood Development will 
spend time at our kindergarten observing practises, checking policies and checking for compliance with 
National Laws and Regulations. 

The assessors will also discuss with us our Quality Improvement Plan during their assessment visit. As part of the 
process of ongoing improvement, each year we develop a Quality Improvement Plan (QIP) for the centre. 
This plan considers issues raised by teaching staff, Committee of Management, and families (via the annual 
family survey). This year we plan to tackle a number of issues including: 

• Improving health and safety processes including renewing first aid supplies and compiling information 
on common health issues 

• Improving weather protection structures (sun and rain) in our outdoor play spaces 
• Improving staff collaboration and professional development opportunities 
• Reviewing and updating preschool policies  
• Considering cultural diversity 
• Improving consultation with families regarding major changes 
• Improving the way information is displayed for families at the preschool ( e.g. noticeboards) 
• Improving organisation of archived records 

A full copy of the 2013 Quality Improvement Plan is available in the parents’ library at kinder. (The Parents 
library is located alongside the fees/PAC letterboxes in the playroom.) 

We look forward to the Quality Assessment process in March, as we hope it will validate what we do well here 
at Blackburn Preschool and provide guidance as we strive to continually improve. 
 

Sunsmart  

Protecting the children from the sun is a high priority at Blackburn Preschool. In terms one and four the 
children and staff wear hats outdoors at all times and wear an appropriate sunblock. We really appreciate 
families applying sunscreen before sessions. You can do this at home before coming to kindergarten or if you 
forget or run out of time, you are welcome to use our centre sunscreen when you arrive. During longer 
sessions (5hour sessions for 4year old groups) staff will reapply sunscreen. 

It is important that your child’s hat gives good coverage. Caps often give limited sun protection so we would 
encourage you to provide a wide brimmed hat or legionnaires type hat. Please also give consideration to 
what clothing your children wear to kindergarten. Clothes covering the shoulders give good sun protection 
and reduce the amount of sunscreen to be applied during our busy session. 
 

Individual Learning Journals 

Individual Learning Journals will soon be available for you to access.  Please respect the privacy of other 
children and families and ensure that you only access your own child’s Journal. Individual Learning Journals 
aim to be a record of the process of learning. They reflect a child centred approach, one in which the focus is 
on each child’s unique interests, needs, and strengths. They reflect the belief that meaningful documentation 
and planning can be used to support and enrich children’s learning in a variety of ways. 

 In Term One, Individual Learning Journals will be stored on the shelf next to the office. 
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Group Learning Journals 
We hope you are finding that the Group Journals give you a good snapshot of what is happening at 
kindergarten during our sessions.  The Group Journal is our way of presenting the program in an informal way 
using photos and short explanations of the children’s experiences and activities during the session and 
providing possibilities of where we are heading.  
You may have noticed a reference in the journals to VEYLDF (Victorian Early Years Learning Development 
Framework) and EYLF (Early Years Learning Framework) Practices and Principles. These are the outcomes that 
help to give a focus to and guide our work with your children. They tell us that there are certain things we, as 
Educators, should be working towards. They also remind us that learning is too important to be left to chance.  
As Educators and facilitators of your child’s learning we are instilling in each child: 

ñ A strong sense of Identity 
ñ A sense of connection to their community 
ñ A strong feeling of wellbeing  

ñ To be a confident and involved learner 
ñ To be an effective communicator  

ñ  

 
Healthy Food at kindergarten 
Healthy snacks and lunches are encouraged at Kinder. Avoiding sugary and salty foods and providing 
wholesome and filling options gives the children the energy and brainpower to enjoy a productive and busy 
time at Kinder. 
Please be reminded that we have 2 Anaphylactic children at our centre and ask you to avoid nuts eggs and 
foods containing these in snack/lunch boxes.  
 

 
Welcome 
We would like to welcome two new members of staff  - Melinda and Nadia who are great assets to our 
teaching team and who are running the three year old program.  We also welcome our 2013 Committee of 
Management members who will help ensure the smooth running of the preschool.   
 

 
Names 
It is amazing how many items of clothing, lunch boxes, drink bottles and hats go missing each year at 
kindergarten.  We cannot stress enough how important it is to ensure all of these items are named.  It is a 
quick and easy process to return items to their owners when named. 
 

 
Safety 
As we settle in to a new year’s routine, it is timely to remind families to establish and maintain good road 
safety practices. We ask that you please have your children enter and exit cars from the footpath side, not 
from the road. Blackburn Rd is a 60km/h zone, and despite petitioning, VicRoads have no intention of 
reducing the speed limit around the Pre-School.  Please help to minimise the risk to your family. 
 

 
Librarian wanted 
Late last year we were fortunate enough to allocate funding to purchase new books for our take-home 
library.  We are seeking a volunteer (or few) to help cover our new books and to add them to our borrowing 
system.  If you are keen to help out in this simple way, please let one of the teachers know.   
 
Parking 
To maximise parking, when parking in front of the kinder for drop-offs and pick-ups, we ask that the first car to 
arrive pull up in the farthest park. This will allow other cars to simply pull in behind one another, allowing more 
cars to fit into the space and reducing the need for reverse parking on a busy road 
 
Preschool policies & procedures 
The kinder has numerous policies and procedures that assist in its smooth running. Please feel free to make 
yourself familiar with them & we welcome any feedback about them and also suggestions for 
improvement.  The folder containing these policies and procedures is located in the parent library 
area.  Feedback can be given to any of the teachers, COM members or posted in the Suggestions Box.         



  

PAC Information 
 

 

 
The Parents Auxiliary Committee (PAC) represents the Kinder Community.  We are here to help fundraise for 
the future and help introduce our kinder families to each other through family fun days, events and group 
catch-ups.  Great friendships can be made through kinder families! 

We have got some great fundraising ideas and activities planned for 2013.  This year PAC has decided to 
work within the Early Childhood Victorian framework with reference to nutrition and base our fundraising 
efforts on healthy food and lifestyle.  I’m sure you will enjoy these different options and hopefully it will make a 
lasting impression on our healthy and happy kids. 

Along with fundraising and events we also subscribe to a number of loyalty programs which benefit the 
kinder. We have attached a list of Companies whose programs we use and ask you to support them 
wherever possible.  

We still have T-Shirts and hats available although colours are limited.  If anyone needs one simply fill in an 
order form and leave it with payment in the PAC box at kinder. 

Our first Family Fun Day event is on Saturday 2nd March, 10:00-12:00 at the Box Hill Miniature Railway.  Train 
Rides, face painting, and kid’s crafts are all free, we would love everyone to come along and have a great 
day.  

The PAC meet on the third Monday of the month at kinder, if you would like to come along please don’t 
hesitate.  Many hands make light work and it is a great way of meeting other parents and getting involved. 
Our next meeting is Monday 18th March at 7:00pm. 

We hope you enjoy the year and will keep you informed of coming events 

PAC 2013 
(The list of PAC members is included on the Blackburn Preschool Contact List) 
 

 
  



 
 

 Lunchbox Life Savers 
 
Recipe – NO Egg & Nut Muffins 

Apple & Pear Muffins 

The recipe for these quick and easy muffins was provided by James’ mum, Michaela Murphy. It is vital that 
everyone in our kinder community works to keep all children safe and healthy. These muffins and other 
egg/nut free recipes will allow all children to enjoy a healthy kinder treat while keeping everyone safe. 

 

1. Peel and dice 1 apple & 1 pear, simmer in saucepan until soft (or you can use grated apple 
and chopped soft ripe pear instead) 

2. Mix 1 ½ cups wholemeal SR flour, 1/2 cup brown sugar, 50 grams melted butter, 1 teaspoon 
cinnamon and 1 teaspoon Orgran "No Egg" (from the health food section) in large mixing 
bowl. Add a splash or two of milk (about ¼ cup) and mix in (using hand whisk) to soften 
mixture to cake batter consistency  

3. Stir apple & pear mix (or other fruit, see below) into batter 
4. Spoon mix into muffin cases, sprinkle with extra cinnamon & brown sugar 
5. Bake 20-25 min at 180 degrees 

 

You can also use Nuttelex and Soy or Oat Milk to have egg free and dairy free if any kids have dairy issues. 

Can substitute apple and pear for other stewed fruits – stone fruit is good if in season, or use a ripe mashed 
banana. Can also use sultanas & shredded coconut, choc chips etc instead of fruit. 

 
   Welcome to Holland   by Emily Perl Kingsley 
I am often asked to describe the experience of raising a child with a disability - to try to help people who have not 
shared that unique experience to understand it, to imagine how it would feel. It's like this...... 
When you're going to have a baby, it's like planning a fabulous vacation trip - to Italy. You buy a bunch of guide books 
and make your wonderful plans. The Coliseum. The Michelangelo David. The gondolas in Venice. You may learn some 
handy phrases in Italian. It's all very exciting. 
After months of eager anticipation, the day finally arrives. You pack your bags and off you go. Several hours later, the 
plane lands. The stewardess comes in and says, "Welcome to Holland." 
"Holland?!?" you say. "What do you mean Holland?? I signed up for Italy! I'm supposed to be in Italy. All my life I've 
dreamed of going to Italy." 
But there's been a change in the flight plan. They've landed in Holland and there you must stay. 
The important thing is that they haven't taken you to a horrible, disgusting, filthy place, full of pestilence, famine and 
disease. It's just a different place. 
So you must go out and buy new guide books. And you must learn a whole new language. And you will meet a whole 
new group of people you would never have met. 
It's just a different place. It's slower-paced than Italy, less flashy than Italy. But after you've been there for a while and 
you catch your breath, you look around.... and you begin to notice that Holland has windmills....and Holland has tulips. 
Holland even has Rembrandts. 
But everyone you know is busy coming and going from Italy... and they're all bragging about what a wonderful time 
they had there. And for the rest of your life, you will say "Yes, that's where I was supposed to go. That's what I had 
planned."  
And the pain of that will never, ever, ever, ever go away... because the loss of that dream is a very very significant loss. 
But... if you spend your life mourning the fact that you didn't get to Italy, you may never be free to enjoy the very 
special, the very lovely things ... about Holland. 

 c1987 by Emily Perl Kingsley. All rights reserved 
 

!  
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Blackburn Pre-School 
 

Teaching staff 

3yo groups Melinda Gregory with Nadia Seymour 
4yo Bellbirds Kym Kishazi with Kate Pisani 
4yo Possums Rachel Lunny with Lynne Dillon  
 

40 Blackburn Road, Blackburn VIC 3130 
Ph:  03 9878 0180 
Email: blackburn.rd.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 
www.blackburnpreschool.com.au  
 

Committee of Management (COM) 
 

President 

Bridie MacDonald 
0410 461 413 
bridiemacdonald@hotmail.com 

Vice-President 

Loretta Plumridge 
0400 133 374 
loretta_plumridge@hotmail.com 

Treasurer 

Chris Nicholls 
0468 372 972 
cnicholls@superpartners.com.au  
chris.nicholls71@gmail.com 

Secretary 

Sally Whelan 
9894 2086 
0409 946 199 
sallywhelan73@yahoo.com.au 

Enrolment Coordinator 

Suzanne Devers 
0412 900 512 
suzannedevers@live.com 

 

PAC Coordinator 

Danielle Clarke 
0421 055 619 
clarkejdj@bigpond.com  

 

Marketing Coordinator 

Michelle Clarkson 
9894 0436 
michelle@clarkson.id.au 

Maintenance Coordinator 

Dean Roll 
0407286620 
dean@extensionsunlimited.com.au 

Special Projects Coordinator 

Mark Kerwin 
0417 899 256 
mark.kerwin@leadingbrands.com.au 

Fees Representative 

Katrina Girvan 
0416 137 781 
katrina.girvan@hotmail.com 

Fees Representative 

Kathy Meares 
0412 807 529 
taffym2@bigpond.com 

Payroll Officer (non COM role) 

Terrie Carnes 
0420 956 499 
tblacky3@msn.com 

 

Parents Auxiliary Committee (PAC) 
 

PAC  Coordinator Danielle Clarke       Ph: 0421055619 

Assistant Treasurer Debbie Hall 

Social Rep. - Bellbird Renae Roll 

Social Rep. - Possums Lucy Munro 

Social Rep. - Gumnuts Ainsley Potter 

Social Rep. - Wattles Kristy Kelly 

Social Rep - Banksias Kate Moore 

General Member Jane Snell 

General Member Jackie Small 
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Loyalty Programs 
 
Parent Direct & Chalk 
www.parentdirect.com.au 
www.chalk.com.au 
Toy shopping that supports our kinder with 20% credits – to buy toys for kinder.  This is where you will find many of the 
toys/puzzles used at kinder.  Discounted delivery of $3.90 per person for 2 or more orders combined & delivered to kinder 
address.  Great ideas for Christmas – order by end of October to ensure delivery before Christmas. 
 

Toy Fun Box   
www.toyfunbox.com.au 
20% commission back to our kinder.   
 

Stuck on You Labels - Labels, personalized bags & products 
www.stuckonyou.biz 
When ordering online put in the name of “Blackburn Pre-School” and we will get a commission. This is an on-going situation.   
 

That’s Mine Labels 
www.thatsmine.com.au 
10% commission if using the brochure provided at Blackburn Pre-School. 
 

Waverley Cinema - Online Fundraiser  
http://waverleycinema.com/program/club0050.php 
Each daily visit to this fundraising site earns the Blackburn Pre-School 2 cents. Encourage as many of your friends, relatives 
and work colleagues to register their daily support as well. Make it your homepage so you remember every day! 
 

Personalise-me - Personalised gifts 
www.personalise-me.com.au 
20% commission back to our kinder.  You need to open a simple online account to make your first purchase – while doing 
this you need to nominate Blackburn Pre-school for fundraising.  You only need to set this up once & then all future 
purchases will earn us 20% commission. 
 

Identity Direct - Personalized books, bags, stationary, gifts, toys & home products 
www.identitydirect.com.au 
Snapfish photo products are now also available with Identity Direct – click on Photo Gifts 
20% cash commission back to our kinder for all orders – Blackburn Pre-School code is 4235. State the code when ordering. 
 

Brolly Sheets - Big solutions for wee problems. 
www.brollysheets.com 
Waterproof bedding. For toilet training 
20% commission back to our kinder.   
 
Aussie Farmers Direct – the milkman delivers 
www.aussiefarmers.com.au 
Families can use their services and be tagged to Blackburn Pre-school.  
Aussie Farmers will then contribute 2% of earnings back to the kinder at the end of each term. 
 

Art Eater  
www.arteater.com.au 
Showcase your children’s artwork.  10% of sales come back to kinder, quarterly.   
Use our unique code 3130BLA online. 
 

Blackburn Ristorante 
Shop 1, 20 Blackburn Rd, Blackburn 
Group bookings of 4 or more receive a 5% discount on total order.  
Call Sherry on 9894 4077 to make your booking. 
 

PharmaOnline  
www.pharmaonline.com.au   
Shop online and nominate Blackburn Pre-School to receive 10% of the transaction value. 
 

Toy World  
Forest Hill Chase Shopping Centre 
Register your name and “Blackburn Pre-School” with the staff. When making a purchase, let them know your name and 4% 
of all sales will be returned to Blackburn Pre-school (usually twice a year) in the form of a voucher. Also, once you have 
spent $100 as an individual will receive an ongoing 7% discount on all purchases. 

 


