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From the Leadership Team 

As reflected in our centre philosophy, at Blackburn Preschool we believe that children learn best 

through play. Our programs offer opportunities for children to actively explore, imagine, create and 

discover as they engage in a range of play experiences. Play is planned and purposeful activity, built 

around a well-resourced environment and involves rich interactions with adults. 

“Adopting a play based approach means 

that informed educators observe children in 

play, interact sensitively with them and use 

their professional knowledge to promote 

and extend every child’s well being and 

learning.” 

(Kennedy & Bartlett) 

As educators...  

• we take on many different roles in children’s play and use 

a wide range of strategies to support learning. 

• we design learning environments that encourage children 

to explore, solve problems, create and construct. 

• we engage in shared conversations to extend thinking. 

 we support inclusion of all children in play situations. 

At Blackburn Preschool we as a team are committed to 

providing high quality play based learning for children. 

You may have noticed that every term each kindergarten group 

practices an emergency evacuation each term. This is a requirement. Usually the emergency 

evacuation is practiced with the children during a session; however it is possible that during the year, 

one of these emergency evacuation practices may occur at the end of a session. This practice 

would then include all parents/carers and siblings at kindergarten, in addition to the staff and the 

children finishing their session. 
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Thank you from all the teaching team to the families who 

contributed to improvements at kinder at our recent 

working bee. This makes our outdoor play space an 

exciting and stimulating place for the children to explore. 

We recently had an Open Day at kinder which was well 

attended. It was great to hear from prospective families. 

about our wonderful reputation within our local 

community. 

During the year the teaching team attends a number of professional development sessions. So far 

in2016, educators have attended sessions relating to Cultural Awareness and Challenging 

Behaviours. Rachel and Kym will be attending the Early Life Foundations Conference in September. 

Kym and Rachel 

No Jab No Play  

From 1 January 2016, all parents/guardians seeking to enrol their 

child at an early childhood service in Victoria must provide 

evidence that their child is fully immunised for their age OR on a 

vaccination catch-up program OR unable to be fully immunised for 

medical reasons. The ‘No Jab No Play’ law will apply to all early childhood education and care 

services in Victoria that provide long day care, kindergarten, occasional care or family day care. If 

your child is fully immunised you may not need to do anything in order to meet the No Jab No Play 

requirements, because existing legislation already requires that immunisation information is provided 

on enrolment in an early childhood education and care service. You can get copy of your child’s 

most recent Immunisation History Statement from the 

Australian Childhood Immunisation Register (ACIR) as 

evidence of your child's immunisation. To request an 

Immunisation History Statement contact the ACIR (phone 

1800 653 809, email acir@medicareaustralia.gov.au  or 

www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/dhs/medicare. If 

your child is not fully immunised (or if you are not sure if 

your child is fully immunised, or you’re interested to find out 

more) you may wish to have a look the information 

provided at www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/no-

jab-no-play.   

http://www.humanservices.gov.au/customer/dhs/medicare
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/no-jab-no-play
http://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/campaigns/no-jab-no-play
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President’s Report

Only a few more days to go and we are half way through 

the kinder year. Time has gone so quickly, yet our children 

have grown so much. The 3 year old group are settled into 

being kinder kids, and the four year old groups are getting 

ready to be big school kids, with many local schools 

offering transition activities in Term 3 as well as the more 

formal orientation programs in Term 4. 

If you haven’t had a chance, pop your name down on the 

parent helper roster to make sure you get the opportunity 

to spend some special kinder time with your little one. 

Break In 

Following the recent break in at kinder, we have decided to implement a strictly ‘no cash’ operating 

system. Fees have not been accepted in cash at the kinder for some time, and going forward any 

small amounts payable to PAC for fundraising will be paid directly into the PAC account or for the 

purchase of hats and tshirts, handed to a social rep. We will use also implement a small float system 

for milk/tea/coffee supplies rather than using petty cash. 

Following this event we have also reviewed the Emergency Phone Tree process and decided that it 

is best if Committee members for each group take responsibility for notifying families if a kinder 

session is to be cancelled at late notice or if a kinder session has to be evacuated. We will be 

conducting another test of the SMS notification service, and will be asking each family to nominate 

two contact numbers for emergency evacuation pick up. 

Working Bee 

All families are invited to take part in the Term 3 working bee, from 1-3om on Sunday 21 August. At 

the working bee we hope to repair the thatch on the ‘bali hut’, plant out our long awaited sensory 

garden, wash windows, and also complete the usual tasks such as sweeping, weeding and general 

yard duties. 

Miachaela Murphy  

COM President 2016
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Frogs & Kookaburras 
Term Two has been an exciting and busy term 

for the children of Frogs and Kookaburras 

Groups and it is hard to believe that we are already half way through our 

kindergarten year. 

 

Due to our location, we have many great resources in our local community 

that we can access. The Frogs and Kookaburras Groups enjoyed a visited 

to the Blackburn Library for a tour of the library and a story session with the 

Youth Librarian. This 

experience was followed up 

at kinder with the launch of 

our kinder library borrowing 

which operates once a week 

during terms 2, 3 and 4.  

 

This year we had an evening 

celebration with mothers from 

Kookaburras and frogs Groups 

for Mothers Day. These events 

are always a highlight on the kinder calendar. It was wonderful that so 

many mums were able to join us at kinder for a play, a story, dance and to 

share a delicious “kinder made” supper together. The children worked 

enthusiastically and with great secrecy preparing gifts and cards for their 

mums. 

Rachel, Kym, Nadia and Lisa 
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Wombats 

Each Wednesday and Friday this term the 

wonderful children in our Wombats group have 

arrived at kinder ready to enthusiastically explore 

the various activities available. It has been lovely 

to observe the interaction amongst children as they consolidate 

friendships with one another. 

Through our program we have continued to focus on developing 

social skills such as listening to others during group discussions, 

sharing equipment and taking turns.  

Earlier this term the children were very excited to be able to bring 

their mums along to kinder for a special evening session to 

celebrate Mother’s Day. Time was spent exploring the activities 

available around the room, followed by a light supper and a story 

before home time. The children enjoyed making a special gift for 

their mums to wear home at the end of the evening! 

Another highlight of this term has been a 

visit from Henny Penny. The children were 

fascinated to watch first hand as the 

chicks pecked their way out of their eggs. Most children were adventurous 

enough to have a turn at holding the chicks and loved watching them 

explore their surroundings and then have a sleep. 

Despite the onset of cooler weather, the children have been able to enjoy 

plenty of outdoor play where bike riding and dramatic play performances on 

the stage have been favourite activities. Children are always very excited to 

be able to explore the grassy area at the back of the kinder where ball and 

chasey games have been popular. 

To celebrate the end of our second term of kinder, we will be having 

a Teddy Bears’ Picnic where children will be able to bring along their 

favourite teddy bear. We will also be cooking cup cakes to enjoy 

during snack time with our teddies. 

Thank you very much to all of the parents who have volunteered to 

help each session this term, the children are always thrilled to have 

you there and we appreciate your assistance. It has been a pleasure 

to observe the learning and development in children within our 

group this term and we’re eagerly anticipating the weeks ahead! 

Katrina and Mrs Dillon
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Parents Auxiliary Committee 

Hi everyone! 

The group social reps (Jo, Beck, Jane, Liz) have been busy organising catch-ups for families during 

Term 2. I hope you had a chance to attend at least one of these. 

Despite the wintery weather, those families who attended the Family BBQ Event at the kinder on 1 

April had a great afternoon. Thanks to Luke and Made for cooking those yummy snags. 

We had a great night at the Mothers Night Out on 28 May, with 23 mums attending. A big thank you 

to Fiona L for her help with the activities, and to the PAC as well. Thank you also to Bonjour de France 

for providing so many delicious sweets (if you’re ever in need of a yummy treat, head there for the 

vanilla slice cake…yum!). 

Dads, don’t forget to sign up for the Personal Training session to be held on Saturday 25th June at 

Blackburn Lake Primary School, followed by drinks and snacks for all dads. It’s sure to be a fun 

afternoon! 

The Trivia Night is fast approaching (Saturday 23rd July). We have been busy collecting donations 

from various businesses. 

If you, or someone you know would like to provide something, please let me know. More details 

about booking your place will provided next week. 

We have been allocated a Bunnings (Nunawading) BBQ spot for Sunday 24th July. Please put the 

date in your diary as I will be asking for helpers in the coming weeks. 

Thank you to those families who booked a photo session for 18th June. Thank you Jane for organising 

this fundraiser, but unfortunately the session was cancelled due to low numbers of bookings. 

Please let me know if you have any ideas about social or fundraising activities, or would like to join 

PAC. 

I’m looking forward to another great term of activities – including more social events, picture tea 

towels and picture plates. 

Enjoy the kinder break. 

Julie Kos  
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Bikes and scooters 

If your child rides to kinder and needs to leave their bike/scooter during the session, please put it 

behind the small gate between the sheds, so it is safely out of the way. 

Cassette player 

If anyone has a cassette player (old fashioned we know) that they would be happy to donate to the 

kinder, we have many stories and games on tapes that we would still love to be able to use. There 

are lots of things that are useful to us at kinder. If you have something that you think we could 

use,please let us know. 

Boxes for Craft 

The children in the Frogs and Kookaburras Group are enjoying working creatively with recycled 

materials. We love donations of boxes to fill our craft bucket but are unable to use recycled toilet 

rolls, egg cartons or boxes that have had nuts and nut products in them. 

Please name all items! 

It is amazing how many items of clothing, lunch boxes, drink bottles and hats go missing each year at 

kindergarten. We cannot stress enough how important it is to ensure all items are named. It is a quick 

and easy process to return items to their owners when named. 

Snacks and Lunches at Kindergarten 
Healthy snacks and lunches are encouraged at kinder. Avoiding sugary and salty foods and 

providing wholesome and filling options gives the children the energy and brainpower to enjoy a 

productive and busy session. Children’s individual water bottles are kept in the trolley by the front 

door. Children can access these throughout the session. Water and cups are also available at all 

times for children. 

Playgroup 

9am - 11am (School Terms) 

The Avenue Uniting Church operates a community playgroup in conjunction with Blackburn Pre-

school in The Avenue Centre. Playgroup is a great opportunity for parents/carers to enjoy some 

quality time with their children and other parents in a relaxed atmosphere where pre-school children 

have the space and resources to play, interact and have fun with indoor and outdoor activities. A 

fabulous time to relax, enjoy a cuppa and meet new people. Contact Jo at the church office on 

9878 0569 for further information. 
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Term 2   

Last day Term 2 Friday 24th June  

PAC Dads event Saturday 25th June At Blackburn Lake Primary School 

Term 3   

First Day Term 3 Monday 11th July  

Trivia Night (PAC) Saturday 23rd July  

Bunnings BBQ Fundraiser Sunday 24th July At Bunnings Nunawading 

Guest speaker Community Event Thursday 4th August  

Annual Art Show Saturday 13th August  

Book Week 20-26 August  

Father’s Day Evenings Monday 29th August Kookaburras 

 Tuesday 30th August Frogs 

 Wednesday 31st August Wombats 

Wiggerly Worm Dance Wednesday 14th September Wombats Incursion 

Last day Term 3 Friday 16th September  

Term 4   

First Day Term 4 Monday 3rd October  

Grandparents Morning Tea Tuesday 25th October Frogs 

 Wednesday 26th October Wombats 

 Thursday 27th October Kookaburras 

Kinder AGM Thursday 17th November  

Healthways Visit November Frogs & Kookaburras - details to follow 

Excursion November Frogs & Kookaburras - details to follow 

Melbourne Cup Day Tuesday 1st November Kinder closed 

Last kinder session 

Celebration & Party Days 

Tuesday 13th December 

Wednesday 14th December 

Frogs & Kookaburras 

Wombats 

Centre Clean Up Day Thursday 15th December  

Team Development/2017 Planning Friday 16th December  
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Blackburn Pre-School Centre 

40 Blackburn Road 

Blackburn VIC 3130 

 03 9878 0180 
blackburn.rd.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 

www.blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Committee of Management 2016 

President 

Miachaela Murphy (Wombats) 

miacahela@iinet.net.au 

Vice-President 

Sally Guglielmi (Wombats & Kookaburras) 

sally.guglielmi@gmail.com 

Secretary  

Lauren Knothe (Kookaburras)  

secretary@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Treasurer  

Rebecca Lee (Wombats) 

treasurer@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Fees Coordinator 

Nina Sikenbaumer (Wombats) 

assistanttreas@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  

Sally Whelan (Frogs) 

enrolments@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Assistant Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  

Lisa Egan (Kookaburras) 

lisaeganot@gmail.com 

Marketing Coordinator  

Fiona Loo (Wombats) 

marketing@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Parents Auxiliary Coordinator  

Julie Kos (Frogs) 

julie.kos@acer.edu.au 

Special Projects Coordinator  

Jackie Small (Wombats) 

specialprojects@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Maintenance Coordinator  

Luke Perraton (Frogs) 

maintenance@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Grants Co-ordinator 

Lyndal Simpson (Kookaburras) 

Lyndalhill72@yahoo.com.au 

 

 

 

Parents Auxiliary Committee 2016 

Coordinator  Julie Kos (Frogs)   

PAC Treasurer 

Michaela Thompson 

Social Reps  

Frogs  Michaela Thompson 

Kookaburras  Rebecca Holder 

Wombats  Jo Romeril 

General Members 

Kellie Harvey 

Kristy Kelly  

Leanne Kaufmann 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Emergency Phone Tree 2016 

 Emergency Contact  Alternate Contact  

Frogs 
 
Kookaburras 
 
Wombats 

Sally Whelan 
 
Lauren Knothe 
 
Miachaela Murphy  

 Luke Perraton 
 
Sally Guglielmi 
 
Jackie Small 
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