
 

Blackburn Pre-School Newsletter 
Term 4, 2015 

President’s Report  
Hi Everyone and welcome to Term 4. 

I wanted to say a big thank you to every family that 
recently took part in the 2015 Community Survey. It was 
really interesting to see the results.  In general, they were as 
expected – a reflection of the conversations had most days 
at pick up and drop off times.  Some summaries across 
various areas are below: 

The educational program provided for my child is 
stimulating, engaging and enhances the children’s learning 
and development 

Very  
Satisfied 

Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very 

Dissatisfied 

Not  
Applicable 

56.41% 38.46% 2.56% 2.56% 0% 0% 

22 15 1 1 0 0 

The equipment and resources provided are appropriate 
and well organized to optimise learning 

Very  
Satisfied 

Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very 

Dissatisfied 

Not  
Applicable 

71.05% 28.95% 0% 0% 0% 0% 

27 11 0 0 0 0 

Educators are knowledgeable about the program and the 
educational value of activities 

Very  
Satisfied 

Satisfied Neutral Dissatisfied Very 

Dissatisfied 

Not  
Applicable 

79.49% 15.38% 2.56% 2.56% 0% 0% 

31 6 1 1 0 0 

The feedback was overwhelmingly positive, however there 
were one or two points raised that I thought it would be 
really valuable to communicate back to the community as 
a whole: 

Timetable 

There were several comments regarding the 
timetable.  Particular issues noted included: that the 4yo 
program was tricky to juggle for working families; that it is a 
pity there is only 1 3yo group, that the Friday afternoon 
session is tiring.  As some of you would know, previous 
committees and the teaching team have spent many 
many hours agonising over the timetable.  The 2015 COM 
and the teaching team feel that the current timetable is the 
best possible solution, given the constraints of 15 hours for 
the 4yo groups, and having only 1 teaching space.  

We feel that offering the 4yo program over 4 days gives the 
children the best possible preparation for primary 
school.  Having a structured learning time 4 days of the 
week introduces them to the consistency of the school 
week.  In addition, the session times have been set to 
maximize learning, without overtiring the children with 
unduly long days.  

We understand that BPS is just one of the kinder options in 
the locale, indeed there are several other kinders located in 
the vicinity offering a 3 day program for 4year olds.   

We know that no child in the City of Whitehorse will go 
without a preschool placement, and we feel that there are 
many options to consider for families who find the 4 day 
program difficult to manage. 

We too would love to offer the community a second group 
of 3yo places.  This year the COM voted unanimously to 
increase the 3yo group from 20 to the maximum 22 places 
for 2016, wringing every last drop from our small resource.  If 
government funding was to change, and the 4yo program 
reverted to the 12 hours per week, we would of course change 
the timetable to include a second 3yo group.  We deeply 
regret that with the current constraints this is just not possible.  

Email Communication 

One family noted that it is sometimes hard to chat to the 
teachers before/after a session, and that they would 
appreciate being able to communicate via email.  

Please do! Address your email with the subject attn.: 
Kym/Rachel/Katrina as appropriate and the teacher will 
get back to you within a few days.  Obviously teachers 
can’t access email in sessions, but the inbox is checked 
daily and the teacher will respond as soon as they can. 
blackburn.rd.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 

We really value your input, and take on board all 
comments.  Unfortunately there are some things that we just 
can’t change such as having only 1 room, being located on 
a busy road etc, but we do endeavor to make 
improvements wherever practical and possible.

There was one respondent who said they were ‘dissatisfied’ 
across a number of areas.  The survey is anonymous, so I 
can’t respond to that person directly.  However I would like 
to invite them to email me and set up a time to chat 
confidentially if they would like me to respond directly to 
their concerns. president@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

The points above are things to improve on, and we will do 
our best to make sure that we do improve. The majority of 
comments were really positive, which is a credit to our 
teaching team, our parents, and committees of 
management gone past.  

The Community we have here at Blackburn Preschool is 
really special, and I know after reading your comments, 
that I’m not the only one who feels that way. Here are just a 
few examples of some of the fabulous comments we 
received. 

 “BPS has been a wonderful experience for our family and I 
feel it has prepared my son very well for school and a love 
of learning” 

 “Allowed to be a child, play & have fun while still coming 
home with interesting things she’s learnt. This has been an 
awesome first exposure to the schooling system for ****” 

This feedback is really valued, as we want to know what you 
love, and what we should keep doing.  Thank you to those 
who made the time to comment in this way. Often people 
are fast to criticise and slow to give praise, so it is very 
inspiring to receive such excellent feedback, thank you.  

Knowing what a difference this kinder makes to our little 
people, and to their families, is what makes it all worthwhile. 

Miachaela Murphy, COM President 2015
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Kinder Calendar 
Date Time Event 

Thurs 12 Nov 7:30pm 2015 AGM 

Tues 8 Dec 8:30 for 8:45am start Frogs Celebration Morning 

Wed 9 Dec 8:30 for 8:45am start Wombats Celebration Morning 

Thurs 10 Dec 8:30 for 8:45am start Kookaburras Celebration Morning 

Fri 11 Dec  Wombats Party (Last) Session 

Mon 14 Dec 9:30  – 11:30am Frogs Party (Last) Session 

 12:30  –  2:30pm Kookaburras Party (Last) Session 

 3:30  –  6:30pm Christmas Party at Kew Traffic School (details attached) 

Tues 15 Dec  Clean Up Day 

Wed 16 Dec Team Day (2015 Review and 2016 Planning)

Thurs 17 Dec  Administration Day 

Sun 20 Dec  Bunnings Fundraising BBQ (details attached) 

Committee of Management 2015

President   Miachaela Murphy (Kookaburras) 
president@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Vice-President 
Kelly Stewart (Kookaburras)
vicepresident@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Secretary  
Lauren Knothe (Wombats) 
secretary@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Treasurer  
Brendan Kennedy (Kookaburras) 
treasurer@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Assistant Treasurer 
Lucy Munro 
assistanttreas@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  
Sally Whelan (Wombats) 
enrolments@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Assistant Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  
Rebecca Heine (Kookaburras) 
assistantenrol@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Marketing Coordinator  
Kimberley Moore (Frogs) 
marketing@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Parents Auxiliary Coordinator  
Elizabeth Tischler (Kookaburras) 
paccoord@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Special Projects Coordinator  
Jane Robinson (Frogs & Wombats) 
specialprojects@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Maintenance Coordinator  
Raymond Lockwood (Frogs) 
maintenance@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Grants Co-ordinator 
Lyndal Simpson (Kookaburras & Wombats) 
grants@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

 

  
Parents Auxiliary Committee 2015 

Coordinator  Elizabeth Tischler (Kookaburras)     

PAC Treasurer 
Nina Silkenbeumer 

Social Reps  
Frogs  Chris Thompson  
Kookaburras  Claire Wilson 
Wombats  Sally Gugliemi 

General Members  
Adam Webb 
Anna Nowland  
Fiona Loo 

Michaela Thompson 
Haley Field 
Nicole Weller 
Vicky Loie 

   
 



 

Group Reports 
 

Frogs &  
Kookaburras 
 

Term 4 is a very exciting time at kindergarten. Many 
children are beginning to talk about school visits, the 
friends that will go to school with them and the new 
ones that they will meet, the colour of their uniform 
and what the playground will look like. We are also 
celebrating a wonderful year together at 
kindergarten: the achievements and skills learnt and 
practised throughout the year, special friendships 
formed and favourite activities and games played.  

 

    

Literacy and numeracy at kindergarten is introduced 
in a play based and hands on approach. Shared 
group time activities such as counting how many 
children are at kinder or away, measuring and 
comparing children’s height, reading familiar stories 
with rhyme and rhythm and modelling writing on our 
whiteboard with lists and children’s ideas are all 
foundation numeracy and literacy experiences. The  
 

 
children are also offered many small group 
experiences in which they discover, practice and  
explore letters and numbers. Board games, measuring 
with sand and water, constructions sets and sharing 
stories on the couch allow children to connect with 
literacy and numeracy at their own pace. Both 
literacy and numeracy are forms of communication, 
ways in which we represent and share information 
with others in our world.  

 

A focus during term 4 is to challenge and guide 
children to explore new and varied experiences. 
Many children feel safe and comfortable 
participating in their favourite and chosen activities. 
We know that by encouraging the children to explore 
new and different experiences, we prepare them for 
the more formal learning expectations and the more 
diverse range of experiences that they will discover at 
school. Particular learning experiences are planned 
and considered by educators to engage children in 
practising certain skills such as scissor manipulation, 
understanding positional concepts, listening skills and 
problem solving strategies.  

During mat time the children have been assisted in 
developing their discussions skills, turn taking, thinking 
before putting their hands up and making ‘on topic’ 
contributions. It is wonderful to see the maturity and 
confidence in so many of the children during our 
Treasure Box sharing, group music and movement 
experiences and mat time games.  

Children are curious and keen learners and gain 
knowledge through familiar experiences, repetition 
and personal interests. We value their ideas, thoughts 
and participation in our educational program and so 
during the next couple of months the children will be 
given lots of opportunities to share their ideas and 
contribute to our day to day program.  



 

Group Reports 
 

Grandparents/Special Friends Day 

The children and Grandparents/Special Friends had a 
wonderful morning together at Kinder. The children 
were so proud to show their visitors their favourite 
activities, introduce them to friends and share some 
learning experiences with one another. Just as proud 
were the many Grandparents of their clever children!! 
It was a lovely experience that demonstrates the 
value of special relationships and that “families are 
the primary influence on children’s learning and 
development.” (VEYLDF, p10) The children each 
made a personalised bookmark for their visitor as a 
memento of their shared time at kinder. 

 

 

 

This Term  

This term we are looking forward to a visit from 
Healthways: A Water Safety session, our annual 
Christmas visit to the church, a visit to IGA and our 
end of year Celebrations. 

Tuesday 8th Dec - Frogs Group Celebration Morning 
Thursday 10th Dec - Kookaburras Celebration Morning 

Our celebration morning is an opportunity for the 
children to share some favourite stories and songs 
with you and a special surprise. 

8.30am  Children arrive  
8.45 - 9.15am Our celebration with families 

 
 

Art Show  

Wow, what a wonderful afternoon celebrating all our 
Blackburn Pre School artists at our Art exhibition. 48 of 
our 66 families enjoyed time spent wandering through 
the gallery and catching up with friends. 

Our playroom was transformed into a beautiful and 
inspiring gallery. Thank you to all of our team that 
spent time collating the art work and putting together 
the displays. We are so proud of all the children and 
their gorgeous pieces.  

 

 

 

 



 

Group Reports 
 

Transition Statements 

Behind the scenes Kym and Rachel have been writing 
and compiling Transition Statements for each child 
going to school next year. This process will be 
completed over the next few weeks. In conjunction 
with the Statements, we have spoken with and had 
some visits to kinder by prep teachers from our local 
schools. This detailed process works to support positive 
transitions to school for the children.  

Sunsmart 

As noted at the start of the newsletter, it is Term 4 and 
the warmer weather is on its way, so please 
remember HATS and SUNSCREEN. We really 
appreciate families applying sunscreen before 
sessions. You can do this at home before coming to 
kindergarten or if you forget or run out of time, you 
are welcome to use our centre sunscreen when you 
arrive. A Sunscreen station is available for the children 
to encourage independence in applying their own 
sunscreen.  

 

It is important that your child’s hat gives good 
coverage. Caps often give limited sun protection so 
we would encourage you to provide a wide brimmed 
hat or legionnaires type hat. Please also give 
consideration to what clothing your children wear to 
kindergarten. Clothes covering the shoulders give 
good sun protection and reduce the amount of 
sunscreen that needs to be applied during our busy 
session. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to our wonderful Committee and PAC team 
this year. We appreciate their time and support in 
implementing new projects such as the outdoor stage 
space and creek area, the new bathroom and the 
opportunity to purchase new equipment and 
resources for the children through fundraising 
projects. Our Kindergarten is recognised as a centre 
that encourages and welcomes the families of our 
children to experience the joy of Kinder, we trust that 
the 2015 COM has had a rewarding experience in 
helping to facilitate and continue building a 
wonderful and inspiring environment for the children.
 

Rachel, Kym, Nadia, Lisa and Tina 

 

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

“Creative people are curious, 
flexible, persistent, and 
independent with a  
tremendous spirit of 
adventure & a love of play.”  

Henri Matisse 

“I really love being human.  
But some days I really wish I 
could be a fairy.”  

   Greta, age 4 

 



 

Group Reports 
 

Wombats 
The children in our Wombats group 
were all very excited to be back 
after the term break and to spend 
time with their kinder friends again. 
Quite a few children are eagerly anticipating their 
move into a 4 year old group and starting to think 
about being with another educator or a different 
group of children next year. With that in mind we 
have been reinforcing relevant concepts such as 
taking turns to offer our thoughts to others, 
cooperating with friends whilst engaging in activities 
such as role play or board games, listening to and 
following instructions carefully and sharing equipment 
and resources appropriately with our friends. In the 
next couple of weeks we will be changing the routine 
of our sessions slightly with the introduction of mat 
time at the very start of the session before the children 
move onto the activities. This will assist with a smooth 
transition next year as our four year old groups begin 
in this way. 

It has been lovely to see the children develop in 
many areas over the year; the individual 
achievements made, the special friendships formed 
and the growing independence and self confidence 
attained. This term we are encouraging the children 
to try new activities in the room or playground that 
they may not have spent much time at before so that 
new skills and a sense of achievement may be further 
developed. 

We have been learning some new songs and dances 
during mat time and most of the children have been 
very keen to join in with the actions and words which 
at times can be very challenging for us all! During 
outside time, we have introduced more water based 
activities during the warmer sessions such as boat 
play and water wheels, which the children have all 
been keen to try. A reminder that a change of 
clothes in your child’s kinder bag can be very handy 
as some of them become quite involved with the 
water play..... 

 

Recently, we had a beautiful sunny morning for our 
Grandparents and special friends day. The children 
were very excited to welcome their visitors and 
enjoyed having some extra assistance with activities 
such as their art work, card games, stories, role play, 
ball games and climbing. We all enjoyed morning tea 
together and a story before home time. Thankyou to 
all those that came along, the children loved having 
you at kinder. 

    

This term the Wombat children will have the 
opportunity to participate in an African Drumming 
workshop on Friday 27th November. The children will 
be able to try drumming, along with some singing and 
dancing activities.  

Our celebration morning will be on Wednesday 9th 
December. This will be a chance for the children to 
share some favourite stories and songs with you and a 
special surprise. 

8.30am  Children arrive 
8.45_9.15am Our celebration with families  

Thankyou to all those parents who have assisted us 
during our sessions this term, there are still a few 
places free in the weeks ahead for those of you who 
would like to come along and join in our sessions. It’s 
a fantastic opportunity to see first hand what your 
children do at kinder and they love having special 
helpers visit us! 

We are looking forward to the busy weeks ahead with 
our lovely children in the Wombats group as we 
continue to enjoy a wonderful year together. 
Thankyou for your continued support. 
 

Katrina and Mrs Dillon 



 

PAC 2014 
 

Parents Auxiliary Committee
Teatowels 

Thanks to Adam Webb the next round of 
teatowels should be delivered shortly. This has 
proven to be a successful fundraiser. 

Christmas party 

The Kew Traffic School is the venue for our kinder 
break up party: Monday 14th December 3.30pm 
– 6.30pm.   

Load up the car with bikes and scooters and 
celebrate the year that was 2015.  Plan to BYO 
picnic dinner or pick up a free sausage from the 
PAC sausage sizzle.   

Parents are responsible AT ALL TIMES for the 
safety and the behaviour of their own children.  
As this is a Kinder event the Kinder children are 
welcome to bring their bikes, but siblings are 
encouraged to bring scooters or engage in 
some of the other activities including face 
painter, jumping castle, and the playground.   

On arrival children will be given a coloured 
wristband and asked to park their bike/scooter in 
the Bike/Scooter parking area.  To manage the 
number of children on the track within safe limits 
there will be a timed rotation of 20 minutes riding 
time based on the colour of the child’s wrist 
band.  Please park your car in surrounding 
streets, as the gravel car park area at the Kew 
Traffic School will be cordoned off for the 
jumping castle activity and bike/scooter waiting 
area. 

The RSVP list is looking promising and Santa has 
promised to make an appearance! 

The teachers will announce plans for in-class 
celebrations for that day also. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PAC 2015 
 

Bunnings Fundraising BBQ – Sunday 20th 
December! 

Finally our time has come to rake in the coins at 
a Bunnings Fundraising BBQ.  Blackburn 
Preschool has been waitlisted for a couple of 
years for our turn and our lucky day is Sunday 
20th December.   

Traditionally, Bunnings BBQs are known as great 
income earners for community organisations 
such as ours.  Unlike other fundraising events, this 
fundraiser brings money from outsiders into the 
Kinder community.  Participation guarantees 
return of $100 maintenance levy for 2015.  
Families who are new to the Kinder in 2016 have 
been invited to assist at this event via a flyer in 
the information packs they received in October.  
What a great way for them to get to know the 
Kinder community.   

Thanks to all of you who have so kindly 
volunteered your time on Sunday 20th December 
for a minimum of 2 hours.  We’re going to rely on 
Kinder families getting behind this fundraiser for it 
to happen.  Please fill in the RSVP form at the 
sign-in desk.  Or sign up on-line via this link:  
http://bit.ly/BlackburnPreSchoolBBQ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!

 SAVE THE 

DATE! 

!

We need help for: 

• Hourly shifts starting from 7.30am through to 5pm.  
• BBQ supplies.  If you know butchers, bakers or groceries 

stores that can donate please let us know.  

GREAT WAY  
TO HELP OUR 

KINDER 

SUNDAY 20th DECEMBER 2015 

BUNNINGS NUNAWADING 
After 2 long years we have finally been allocated a 

Bunnings BBQ. 

BBQ  

Blackburn Pre-School Centre 
40 Blackburn Road 
Blackburn VIC 3130 

 03 9878 0180 
blackburn.rd.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 

www.blackburnpreschool.com.au  




