
 

Blackburn Pre-School Newsletter 
Term 3, 2015 

President’s Report  
Spring has sprung, and September is here 
already.  Before we know it, term 3 will be over and 
many of our kinder families will begin the preparation 
for school.  This year has flown by for our family, (and 
I'm sure for all of your families too).  Even though there 
have been some wet and cold days, there has also 
been lots of winter sunshine giving everyone the 
chance to stretch their legs outside and enjoy the 
brand new stage area.  Imaginations have run wild, 
and the stage has been a fort, a castle, a shop and 
I'm sure much much more.   A big thank you to COM 
member Jane Robinson, Town Planner extraordinaire 
who managed the last minute dealings with 
Whitehorse City Council after (a completely 
unnecessary) neighbour complaint. 
  
The teachers and children have achieved so much in 
the last few months.  I was lucky enough to join the 
Frogs & Kookaburras on their excursion to Heide, the 
Museum of Modern art.  
Watching all of the work that the teachers put into this 
day, and just how much the children enjoyed the 
experience made me appreciate what a wonderful 
kinder we have, not just as an educational resource, 
but also a community hub. 
  
As Term 4 approaches, the COM is starting to think 
about the upcoming AGM and we would like to invite 
those families returning (or joining us) in 2016 to think 
about participating on the COM or PAC teams next 
year.  If you are interested in putting your hand up,  
or just in finding out more information, please don't  
be shy.  

Miachaela Murphy, President  

 

 

 
  

  
  
 

We welcome you to join us for our 

!

Saturday 12th September 2015 
open from 1.30- 3.30   

works by our special artists from the Frogs, 
Kookaburra and Wombats children. 

!!!!!!!!!!!! !

“art has the role in education of helping children become l ike 
themselves instead of more l ike everyone else.” 

Sydney Gurewitz Clemens  

Blackburn Pre-School Centre 
40 Blackburn Road 
Blackburn VIC 3130 

 03 9878 0180 
blackburn.rd.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 

www.blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Hats and Sunscreen 

Just a reminder that the Sunsmart 
organisation recommends that children 
wear hats when outdoors, from the 
beginning of September as the UV is on 
the rise. Please provide a hat for your 
child to wear outdoors at Kinder.  



 

Calendar & Contacts 
Term 3, 2015 

 

 

Kinder Calendar 
Date Time Event 

Fri 18 Sept  Last Day of Term 3 

Mon 5 Oct  First Day of Term 4 

21 - 23 Oct  Kinder Portraits 

Thurs 12 Nov 7:30pm 2015 AGM 

Fri 11 Dec  Wombats Last Session 

Mon 14 Dec 9:30  – 11:30am Frogs Last Session 

 12:30  –  2:30pm Kookaburras Last Session 

 3:30  –  6:30pm Christmas Party at Kew Traffic School (BYO bikes and picnic) 

Tues 15 Dec  Clean Up Day 

Wed 16 Dec  Team Day (2015 Review and 2016 Planning) 

Thurs 17 Dec  Administration Day 

Sun 20 Dec  Bunnings Fundraising BBQ 

Committee of Management 2015 

President   Miachaela Murphy (Kookaburras) 
president@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Vice-President 
Kelly Stewart (Kookaburras) 
vicepresident@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Secretary  
Lauren Knothe (Wombats)  
secretary@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Treasurer  
Brendan Kennedy (Kookaburras) 
treasurer@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Assistant Treasurer 
Lucy Munro 
assistanttreas@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  
Sally Whelan (Wombats) 
enrolments@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Assistant Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  
Rebecca Heine (Kookaburras) 
assistantenrol@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Marketing Coordinator  
Kimberley Moore (Frogs) 
marketing@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Parents Auxiliary Coordinator  
Elizabeth Tischler (Kookaburras) 
paccoord@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Special Projects Coordinator  
Jane Robinson (Frogs & Wombats) 
specialprojects@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Maintenance Coordinator  
Raymond Lockwood (Frogs) 
maintenance@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Grants Co-ordinator 
Lyndal Simpson (Kookaburras & Wombats) 
grants@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

 

  
Parents Auxiliary Committee 2015 

Coordinator  Elizabeth Tischler (Kookaburras)     

PAC Treasurer 
Nina Silkenbeumer 

Social Reps  
Frogs  Chris Thompson  
Kookaburras  Claire Wilson 
Wombats  Sally Gugliemi 

General Members  
Adam Webb 
Anna Nowland  
Fiona Loo 

Michaela Thompson 
Haley Field 
Nicole Weller 
Vicky Loie 

    
 



 

Group Reports 
 

Frogs &  
Kookaburras 
 

Term Three is usually a very busy time for us all at 
kinder with lots of exciting things happening in our 
learning program.  In addition to working with many 
children on individual goals that were formed in 
collaboration with parents at the parent /teacher 
exchanges in June, we are working on many group 
interests and goals. 

Some of the things we have been working on at 
kinder this term include: 
 
• Listening skills  
• Contributing relevant ideas/information to 

discussions 
• Increasing independence 
• Manipulating equipment and managing tools with 

increasing competence and skill 
• Persistence and completing tasks 
• Working with mathematical language and 

symbols 
• Increasing awareness of fairness and respect of 

others in play 
• Articulating ideas and feelings 
• Experimenting with ways of expressing ideas and 

making meaning with different media 
• Experimenting, hypothesising and problem-solving 
• Asking questions and sharing information 
• Working collaboratively with others 

 

Heide Museum of Modern Art 

In the program we have responded to the interests of 
many children and have inspired new areas of 
interest and enquiry through shared learning 
experiences. It was as a result of sharing the art series 
of books with the children, that the idea of visiting a 
gallery and holding our own Art Show emerged. 

On Thursday 20th August the four year old groups 
visited the Heide Museum of Modern Art in Bullen to 
view the exhibition ‘Colour Sensations’ by Melinda 
Harper.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our visit to Heide was a new experience for many 
children, much of the excitement related to travelling 
by bus! In addition to enjoying the exhibition, we 
participated in an art workshop and toured the 
sculpture park. The children were invited to explore 
the varied art pieces, learn a little about how Heide 
Museum of Modern Art came about and its founders 
John and Sunday Reed and engage their senses in 
both the indoor and outdoor environments.   

Thank you to the parents that came to assist and to 
Katrina for accompanying as another educator.  

 

Olivia the Paramedic 

Olivia the paramedic, a friend of Isobel in 
Kookaburras Group, visited kinder recently with her 
ambulance. Olivia talked with the children about how 
a paramedic might help them and showed them the 
equipment that might be used. The children took turns 
to have their temperature taken and heat rate 
monitored. There was an opportunity to climb into 
both the front and back of the ambulance and to lie 
on the trolley bed. It was very exciting to see the lights 
and hear the siren.  

We hope that experiences such will mean that the 
children are more comfortable should they ever 
require assistance by a paramedic or a trip to hospital 
in an ambulance.  

A big thank you to Lisa & Isobel Egan and their friend 
Olivia, for making this experience possible.  
 

Fathers Evenings 

These evenings are always a highlight at kinder. Many 
dads were able to come along and join the children 
in play: building, painting, doing puzzles and creating 
playdough pieces. Together we all enjoyed hotdogs 
for dinner, joining in our “Travelling around Australia” 
dance and listening to a story. The children had been 
very busy sewing, drawing and painting a gift and 
card for their dads and were very proud to present 
these to their dads on the night.  

We hope you are enjoying your hand made games of 
Noughts and Crosses. 

Thank you to our PAC team for organising and serving 
the food for the evenings.  

 



 

Group Reports 
 

 

Our New Stage 

Our performance stage has been a popular addition 
to our outdoor learning space. Dress-ups, instruments 
and music have been provided at times to support 
the children’s play here. We are enjoying watching 
many children confidently share performances with 
their friends.  

 

Outdoor Creek  

The creek has been revamped and the water pump is 
now flowing freely! The children are having a 
wonderful time paddling through the water, 
balancing on the rocks, filling and pouring buckets of 
water and using the river rocks to build water paths 
around, through and under! 

 

Preparing for school in 2016 

We will be distributing information for parents relating 
to the ‘Transition Learning and Development 
Statements’. These statements will be forwarded to 
schools in November. While most sections of these 
statements are prepared by the child’s kindergarten 
teacher, there is a section to be completed by the 
child’s parents. All the information required by you  
to do this, will be included in the information to  
come home. If you have any questions, please  
feel free to ask. 

 

Footy Day 

There are many keen footballers in the four year old 
groups and our footballs and goal posts are regularly 
in use in the backyard. To celebrate the end the 
football season and the end of our kinder term, we 
will have a footy day on Thursday 17th September. 
Details to follow. 

 

We are looking forward to sharing the last term with 
the children and celebrating all the skills they have 
developed at kinder, some new and favourite 
experiences and a number of special days including 
our visit to IGA, Grandparents’ Day and an Incursion. 
 
Rachel, Kym, Nadia, Lisa and Tina 
 
 

 

  
 

To view this article on line in full please  
Click below 
http://www.maggiedent.com/sites/default/files/articles/Take%20off%20the%
20shoes%20please%20Maggie%20Dent.pdf 

 
 

 
“Nothing ever goes away  
until it teaches us  
what we need to know.”  

Pema Chodron 

  

Take off the shoes please! 

Allowing children endless opportunities to walk 
and run barefoot, especially 
on uneven surfaces, will allow them 
to connect with the ground — in all its variety — 
so they can not only develop their physical 
capacity to move freely in our world, they will 
also create healthy brains which can function at 
more optimum levels.  



 

Group Reports 
 

 

Wombats 
The Wombats group have had a 
very productive term with a little 
more time spent indoors due to the 
cold weather when they come to 
kinder each Wednesday and Friday. The children are 
by this stage of the year, very familiar with the routines 
of each session and are developing a strong sense of 
independence and collaboration as they move from 
one activity to the next. This of course will hold them in 
good stead for next year when many of our children 
will progress on to the next phase of their education in 
the four year old groups. 
 
Our varied program has offered the children many 
opportunities to learn through play as they explore 
their environment and develop their relationships with 
each other. It has been wonderful to see some new 
friendships forming and the inclusive way that the 
children go about their learning, we all enjoy 
spending time together during our sessions whether it 
be in a role play area, playing a card game, reading 
a story or singing a song! 
 
Many creative artwork pieces, including paintings, 
drawings, collage, threading and 3D constructions 
have been produced in the sessions, which we are 
looking forward to viewing at the Art Show later  
this term. 
 

 

 
The children were also very excited recently to 
decorate their Father's Day boxes and enthusiastically 
made chocolate balls to put in them, guided by our 
experienced truffle maker, Mrs Dillon. A wonderful 
Fathers' night was had by all as the children eagerly 
arrived at kinder with their Dads or Pa and enjoyed a 
pizza dinner. There was then plenty of time to do a 
painting, construction, jig saw, collage or play a 
game with Dad! 
 
While outdoor play has been slightly limited, the 
children have still had the opportunity to participate 
in gardening and ball games in the grassy area at the 
back of the kinder. Perfume making (using our flowers 
and herbs) has been a popular choice, as has mud 
pie baking and of course role play games. The 
children were thrilled to watch the progress of our 
new stage area as it was being built and very excited 
when they were finally able to use it. 
 
Oscar the Bear has continued with his home visits and 
always enjoys his time with the children and their 
families, one weekend even making it all the way to 
Echuca for a music festival! Most children have had a 
chance to take Oscar home and those couple who 
are still waiting have shown great patience and 
resilience. We all have fun looking at the book we've 
made showing us who Oscar has visited and just what 
he's been up to. 
 
The Wombats group are looking forward to a visit from 
Wild Action at the end of this term where we will be 
able to interact with a number of native Australian 
animals at kinder, always a wonderful experience! 
As always, a very big thank you to those parents who 
have volunteered to help us during our sessions this 
term, it is always great to have you with us and the 
children love having other adults to assist and play 
with them. If you haven't had a chance to volunteer 
yet, next term's roster will be out soon, the children 
really love having Mum, Dad or a Grandparent come 
to help at kinder. 
 
We continue to be excited by the growth and 
development in many areas of our children in 
wonderful Wombats, and eagerly anticipate some 
special times ahead as we have the pleasure of 
spending time with them at kinder. Thank you for 
sharing your very special child with us. 
 

Katrina and Mrs Dillon 

 



 

PAC 2014 
 

Parents Auxiliary Committee
Kinder Father’s event at AMF Bowling Forest Hill 
Thanks to Adam Webb and Chris Thompson from the 
PAC for organizing a big night out for the Dads.  It was 
a good night of fun for the Dads. 
  
Trivia Night 
Can you believe we made a total of $3691.46 at our 
trivia night?  This money will be a significant 
contribution towards the bathroom refurbishment that 
is planned for the September holidays. 
  
We are grateful to the sponsors who donated 
goods/services for our silent auction and prizes and 
are now advertised on our Kinder website, 
noticeboard and in this newsletter. Certificates of 
appreciation are currently being circulated. 
  
The array of colour and vibrancy on the night made 
for a festive evening.  Thanks to all who helped to 
bring together this great event. 
  
Teatowels 
The Blackburn Preschool teatowel is now adorning 
many a Blackburn Preschoolers kitchen and I’m sure is 
making it all the easier to encourage these little kids 
to join in with household chores.  Thank you to Adam 
and Melissa Webb for their tireless work in decking us 
out all out with a new teatowel. 
  
Woolworths Earn and Learn program 
A big thank you to everyone who collected stickers 
for this program again this year.  We finished up with 
120 completed sheets, giving us a total of 7200 
points!  Our kids will no doubt soon have fantastic 
new materials, thanks to the weekly shop.  Thanks to 
Claire Wilson (Alexander – Kookaburras) for 
championing this fundraiser. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas party 
The Kew Traffic School is the venue for our kinder 
break up party: Monday 14th December 3.30pm – 
6.30pm.  Load up the car with bikes and scooters and 
celebrate the year that was 2015.  Plan to BYO picnic 
dinner or pick up a free sausage from the PAC 
sausage sizzle.  To keep the number of children on the 
track within safe limits we are offering hour-long 
timeslots.  Keep an eye out at the sign up desk.  
  
The teachers will announce plans for in-class 
celebrations for that day also. 
  
Bunnings Fundraising BBQ - 20th December! 
Finally our time has come to rake in the coins at a 
Bunnings Fundraising BBQ.  Blackburn Preschool has 
been waitlisted for a couple of years for our turn and 
our lucky day is Sunday 20th December.  
  
Traditionally, Bunnings BBQs are known as great 
income earners for community organisations such as 
ours.  Unlike other fundraising events, this fundraiser 
brings money from outsiders into the Kinder 
community.  Participation guarantees return of $100 
maintenance levy for 2015.  
  
We’re going to rely on Kinder families getting behind 
this fundraiser for it to happen.  Soon the PAC will be 
asking parents to commit to helping out for a 
minimum of 2 hours. 
  
Family portraits 

Families that participated in the Aver and Line family 
portrait day on 8th August were thrilled with their 
photos.  Note that this company is also taking the 
Kinder portraits in Term 4 - Wednesday 21st October, 
Thursday 22nd October and Friday 23rd October. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PAC 2015 
 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR TRIVIA NIGHT SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


