
 

Blackburn Pre-School Newsletter 
Term 2, 2015 

President’s Report  
Hi Everyone, 
  
Welcome to the Term 2 Blackburn Preschool 
Newsletter.   This term has been busy, with the 
Committee of Management reviewing and updating 
many of the centre’s policies.  We will also be 
introducing a new policy ‘Transport & Road Safety’ at 
the July meeting. 
  
This term we have had a test run of the emergency 
notification system, and would value any feedback 
families may have regarding this process.   
Please email your thoughts to 
president@blackburnpreschool.com.au 
  
Our enrolment team have been busy reviewing all 
the documentation for 3 year old (wombats) and 4 
year old (frogs and kookaburras) groups in 2016.  First 
round offers will go out at the end of July.  There will 
be no changes to the timetable next year, however 
the number of places that we can offer will 
change.  There will be 22 places in each group in 
2016.  This is due to staff/child ratio requirements 
changing next year. 
  
If you have any questions about COM or PAC or ideas 
too share, please feel free to contact any of the 
team and we will be more than happy to chat with 
you. 
  
Enjoy the last weeks of term, and have a safe and 
happy holiday.  Term 3 will be here before we know it! 
  

Miachaela Murphy, President  
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Working Bees 
The kinder is continually working on 
improvements. You will have noticed a number of 
new additions around the grounds in recent 
months. Our next working bee will be held on 
Sunday 16th August and we have some jobs we 
would love to get done to freshen up the garden 
for our children.  
So if you have a few hours to spare for a working 
bee or some specialist skills for other jobs, please 
lend a hand. 

Thanks to all the families who have helped with 
one of the working bees so far. 

 

Whooping Cough Vaccinations 
 
Victoria is on the verge of a whooping cough 
epidemic with a massive rise in the number of 
babies contracting the potentially deadly 
disease. There's been a 70% increase just this 
year, prompting an urgent warning about 
vaccinations. When Chloe Armstrong was just 19 
days old, every breath she took, she was fighting 
for life. (COUGHS) We were, you know, absolutely 
terrified that she wouldn't make it through. After 
five weeks in hospital, including one in intensive 
care, Chloe finally pulled through. But every year, 
at least two babies don't. 
Deaths from whooping cough are uncommon 
but they are an entirely avoidable tragedy. 
Already this year, there have been more than 
2,300 reported cases of whooping cough in 
Victoria - an increase of nearly 1,000 for the same 
time last year. 
One of the concerns we have that we haven't 
got enough people in the population who are up 
to date with whooping cough vaccination. 
A recent update to the Australian Immunisation 
Handbook is encouraging expectant mums to be 
vaccinated in the third trimester, giving babies 
protection in their first few weeks of life when 
they're most vulnerable to the disease. 
Why wouldn't you? Why would you put your baby 
at risk?  
This is something that can protect their baby 
before the baby can be vaccinated. 

   - Article care of au.news.yahoo.com 
 

 



 

Calendar & Contacts 
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Kinder Calendar 
Date Time Event 

Fri 26 June  Last Day of Term 2 

Mon 13 July  First Day of Term 3 

Sat 25 July  PAC Event – Trivia Night Fundraiser 

Sat 8 Aug  PAC Event – Aver & Line Family Photos 

Mon 10 Aug  In Service Day – No Frog or Kookaburras Sessions 

Sun 16 Aug   Term 3 Working Bee 

Fri 18 Sept  Last Day of Term 3 

Mon 5 Oct  First Day of Term 4 

Sat 24 Oct  Term 4 Working Bee 

Mon 9 Nov  AGM 

 
* Dates and times for PAC events are to be confirmed and subject to change 

 
 

 

Committee of Management 2015 

President   Miachaela Murphy (Kookaburras) 
president@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Vice-President 
Kelly Stewart (Kookaburras) 
vicepresident@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Secretary  
Lauren Knothe (Wombats)  
secretary@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Treasurer  
Brendan Kennedy (Kookaburras) 
treasurer@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Assistant Treasurer 
Lucy Munro 
assistanttreas@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  
Sally Whelan (Wombats) 
enrolments@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Assistant Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  
Rebecca Heine (Kookaburras) 
assistantenrol@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Marketing Coordinator  
Kimberley Moore (Frogs) 
marketing@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Parents Auxiliary Coordinator  
Elizabeth Tischler (Kookaburras) 
paccoord@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Special Projects Coordinator  
Jane Robinson (Frogs & Wombats) 
specialprojects@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Maintenance Coordinator  
Raymond Lockwood (Frogs) 
maintenance@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Grants Co-ordinator 
Lyndal Simpson (Kookaburras & Wombats) 
grants@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

 

  

 
Parents Auxiliary Committee 2015 

Coordinator  Elizabeth Tischler (Kookaburras)     

PAC Treasurer 
Nina Silkenbeumer 

Social Reps  
Frogs  Chris Thompson  
Kookaburras  Claire Wilson 
Wombats  Sally Gugliemi 

General Members  
Adam Webb 
Anna Nowland  
Fiona Loo 

Michaela Thompson 
Haley Field 
Nicole Weller 
Vicky Loie 

    
 

 



 

Group Reports 
 

Frogs &  
Kookaburras 
 

Term Two has been an exciting and busy term for the 
children of Frogs and Kookaburras Groups, with many 
highlights.  
 

 

 
Elke from the ‘Living Safely with Dogs’ program visited 
us at kindergarten with her dog Oskar. She showed 
the children how to recognize the warning signs given 
by dogs, the correct way to approach a dog and 
what to do if approached by an aggressive dog. We 
have enjoyed this program at kinder for several years 
and it was again a positive experience for the 
children in 2015. 
 

 

 

    

In April we ventured outside the kinder gates for the 
first time. It is wonderful to be able to take the 
children out of kinder and into our local community.  
 

 
 
Due to our location, we have many great local 
resources that we can choose from. Frogs and 
Kookaburras Groups visited the Blackburn Library for  
a tour of the library and a story session with the  
Youth Librarian.  
 

 
 
This experience was followed up at kinder with the 
launch of our kinder library borrowing which operates 
once a week during the 4yo sessions.  

     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Group Reports 
 

 
Celebrating Mothers Day is always a highlight on the 
kinder calendar. It was wonderful that so many special 
visitors were able to join us at kinder this year for a story, 
a bit of a dance and to share a delicious “kinder made” 
morning or afternoon tea together. The children worked 
enthusiastically and with great secrecy preparing gifts 
and cards for the day. 
  

  
 

 
 
‘Henny Penny’ hatching program is taking place at 
kinder currently and the children are enjoying this 
experience enormously. It is an opportunity for the 
children to gain understandings about lifecycles and 
to observe and notice change. Many families have 
also enjoyed the opportunity to come into kinder and 
see the chicks. 

In addition to all the special events of Term Two, 
much has been happening in our learning programs.   

Literacy and Numeracy are a part of every 4yo 
kindergarten session. Modelled writing experiences, 
oral language games, counting with one to one 
correspondence, working with numerals, measuring 
heights or writing signs for our dramatic play 
spaces….it is always different but always present. 

 
We offer the children many opportunities to work in 
small groups. Small group times give children 
increased opportunities to participate and reduced 
the distractions. 

 
Recently we have used 
several social stories at our 
small group times to support 
discussions and social 
learning for example, 
staying calm and making 
the right choices and not 
hurting when angry. 

We would be happy to 
share information about this 
great series with you if you are interested in 
purchasing them for home. 

Thank you to those who were able to meet with me for 
Parent/Teacher Exchanges. We believe that learning 
outcomes are most likely to be achieved when early 
childhood educators work in partnership with families. 
We recognise that families are children’s first and 
most influential teachers and we actively encourage 
collaboration between children, families and 
educators, to ensure that learning experiences are 
meaningful. 

Parent/Teacher Exchanges provide an opportunity for 
educators and families to understand each other’s 
expectations and attitudes, share insights and build 
on the strength of each other’s knowledge.  

This collaboration is an ongoing process and in 
addition to ‘exchange’ discussions, includes 
conversations shared before, during and after 
preschool sessions, phone conversations, email 
communication and written feedback.  

We thank you for the opportunity to work in 
partnership with you. 
 
Rachel, Kym, Nadia, Lisa and Tina  
 

 

“Inside all of us is hope.  
Inside all of us is fear.  
Inside all of us is Adventure.  
Inside all of us is………  
A Wild Thing.”  

Where the Wild Things Are 

  
 



 

Group Reports 
 

 

Wombats 
Children in the Wombat group have 
had a busy time at kinder this term 
enthusiastically exploring the various 
activities and consolidating friendships -
each Wednesday and Friday. A main focus of our 
program has been to continue to develop 
appropriate social skills such as listening to others 
during group discussions, sharing equipment and 
toys, and taking turns. 
Despite the cold weather, 
the children have been 
able to enjoy plenty of 
outdoor play where a 
favourite activity has been 
the digging patch which 
has led to some interesting 
conversations and role 
play. Children were also 
very excited to be able to 
explore the grassy area at 
the back of the kinder 
where football, basketball 
and gardening were 
popular activities. 
Earlier this term, the 
children were thrilled to have their mums and/or 
grandmas visit us for a Mother's Day morning tea. 
Children enjoyed making a special gift for their mums 
and having a play outside in the sunshine.  
 

 
 
Meeting our new hermit crabs has been another 
highlight this term. The children have been very 
interested in learning about them and checking each 
session to see if they're 'awake' or 'asleep'. We have 
also recently been delighted to welcome some 
brand new chicks to our kinder, with the children 
being able to see first hand how they peck their way 
out of their eggs. Most children have been 
adventurous enough to hold the chicks and have 
loved watching them explore their new surroundings. 

 
This term has seen the introduction of Oscar the bear 
to our Wombat group. Children are learning patience 
and resilience as they wait for their turn to take Oscar 
home for a week. Those children who have already 
had a chance to do this have enjoyed sharing their 
experiences with Oscar and we are in the process of 
making a class book so that the children can reflect 
back on the various adventures that Oscar has had. 
Thank you very much to all of the parents who have 
volunteered to help each session this term, the 
children are always excited to have you there and we 
certainly appreciate the extra assistance.  
 

 
 
It has been a pleasure to observe the learning and 
development in children in our wonderful Wombats 
group this term and we're looking forward to many 
more exciting times ahead! 
 
Katrina and Mrs Dillon 

“If your child isn’t coming in  
dirty every day, they’re not  
doing their job.” 

Dr Mary Ruebush 

  
 Please name all items! 

It is amazing how many items of clothing, 
lunch boxes, drink bottles and hats go missing 
each year at kindergarten. We cannot stress 
enough how important it is to ensure all c 
items are named. It is a quick and easy process to 
return items to their owners when named. 



 

PAC 2014 
 

Parents Auxiliary Committee
Trivia Night 

The hot topic at Kinder just now is the upcoming Trivia 
Night.   

Posters are emerging on the noticeboard, local 
businesses are being approached for sponsorship, 
and Kinder parents are negotiating their teams.   

Set the night aside in your diaries and book the 
babysitter! 

We’re repeating the colour theme from last year 
which was so simple and yet so effective.   

Saturday 25th July  
Attendance costs just $15 per person. 

We need your help to pull together prizes and silent 
auction items for the night.  Do you have a friend or 
family member whose business would be willing to 
donate a voucher, product or service?  Letter 
proformas are available from your PAC social rep.   

Alternatively, you can donate any of your own NEW 
items to the event.  These items could be added to a 
hamper, used as a spot prize on the night, or sold in 
our silent auction.   

If every Kinder family can source at least one 
voucher, product or service donation from a business 
associated with your family, then we will have enough 
to run a successful fundraiser.  Your PAC social rep 
should be your key contact. 

Please inform donors, that in return for their generosity, 
any business offering donations will have their business 
advertised within the Kinder community (at the Trivia 
Night, on our noticeboard, on our website and in the 
Term 3 newsletter). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mother’s Night 

May’s Mother’s Night was thoroughly delightful.  
Thanks to Fiona Loo for coordinating the PAC team to 
pull together such a great evening of community 
building.  We’re even thinking of offering a Father’s 
Night in September.  Watch this space.   

 
Teatowels  

We are excited to announce the return of the 
Blackburn Preschool Teatowel fundraiser.  Your 
children have been working away at their picture 
contribution during Kinder sessions.  Order forms will 
appear in your communication folders and will be 
delivered in time for Christmas. 

Entertainment Books 

You will have noted that your old Entertainment Book 
is out of date.  Be sure to mention Blackburn 
Preschool when you order your new one.   
Please spread the word outside Kinder.  

To order your book online go to: 
http://www.entbook.com.au/187g544 

 
Family portraits  

Save the date for Aver and Line – 8th August.  
For online bookings go to 
www.schoolinterviews.com.au and enter the event 
code J2PC3 

  


