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President’s Report  
Welcome everyone to the Term 1 Blackburn 
Preschool Newsletter.  This year has started with a 
bang, and the first term seems to have flown by.  The 
2014 Committee of Management has started looking 
at project ideas to make our kinder an even more 
amazing place, and we are really excited to be 
working with our fabulous teaching team to deliver 
these projects.  If you have any ideas, questions or 
would like to know more about the COM or PAC, 
please have a chat to one of the representatives in 
your group.  We’d love to hear your thoughts.   

The PAC has hosted our “Welcome Day” at Box Hill 
Mini Rail, and our first fundraiser “Hot Cross Buns”, as 
well as several social catch ups for the various groups. 

Centre Philosophy 

The teaching team are currently reviewing our 
Preschool philosophy, to reflect the learning 
intentions, community spirit and culture of the centre.  
Once drafted, all families will have the chance to 
comment before finalised 

Prospective Families 

We encourage all families with young children to 
come and find out what Blackburn Preschool is all 
about, and would love to welcome them to the 
centre.  New families wishing to learn more the kinder 
should call the office to arrange a time for their visit.  
Visits are usually scheduled in one of the breaks 
between sessions, so as not to disrupt the groups. 

Our upcoming Open Day is also a great opportunity 
to visit.   

Pick Up and Drop Off Etiquette 

A reminder to parents that families are responsible for 
their own children at pick up and drop off times in the 
yard.  The kinder children are expected to maintain 
the behaviours illustrated to them during the session 
times.  The yard is usually set up for the next session 
and it takes time from the teaching element of the 
session if teachers need to re-set. 

We understand that many older siblings are excited 
to visit kinder and connect with old friends at late 
afternoon pick ups, but their behaviour needs to be 
appropriate for the kinder yard.  The yard is quite 

small in comparison to a school yard, and there are 
also many young babies and toddlers present, so 
running and ‘chasy’ games are not suitable.  Can all 
parents please remind their school children of this at 
pick up times.  

Families should also abide by the parking restrictions 
set by Whitehorse City Council around the kinder 
premises.  Parking Officers are active in the area, and 
we would hate anyone to get an unnecessary fine.  

Emergency Phone Tree 

In the event of an emergency where teaching staff 
are required to evacuate the premises with the 
children, a phone tree is in place to notify families.    

1. The teachers will firstly ensure the safety of all 
children and then contact the COM President or 
Vice-President.   

2. The President or Vice President will then call the 
nominated emergency contact for the relevant 
group. 

3. The emergency contact will send a group text to 
all parents in that group, asking them to respond 
‘yes’ they have received the message and will 
arrange for their child to be collected. 

4. Any family who has not replied ‘yes ’within a 10 
min timeframe will be called. If there is no answer, 
a message will be left and the second parent will 
be called. 

5. Emergency contacts will carry a list (small 
laminated card) of children’s name, parent’s 
name and phone number in their wallet . 

Emergency contacts (& alternates) for each group are: 

Frogs - Chris Thompson (Nicole Weller) 
Kookaburras - Claire Wilson (Nina Silkenbeumer) 
Wombats - Sally Gugliemi (Michaela Thompson) 

We will test this group text message arrangement in 
the near future.  Please reply ‘yes’ to confirm that 
your number is stored correctly in the emergency 
contact’s phone.  You will receive 2 messages, 1 from 
the first emergency contact in your group, and 1 from 
the second emergency contact.  Please reply ‘yes’ to 
both messages. 

Miachaela Murphy, President 
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Kinder Calendar 
Date Time Event 

23 - 27 March  PAC Fundraiser – Hot Cross Buns 

Fri 27 March  Last Day of Term 1 

Mon 13 April  First Day of Term 2 

Thurs 16 April 7pm Kathy Walker Information Night 
  Promoting a Love for Literacy & Language in the Home 

Tues 21 April  Living Safely with Dogs Incursion (Kookaburras & Frogs) 

Sat 16 May   Term 2 Working Bee 

Sat 23 May 10am – 12noon Open Day 

Sat 8 August  PAC Event – Family Portraits Day 

 

* Dates and times for PAC events are to be confirmed and subject to change 

 
 

 

Committee of Management 2015 

President   Miachaela Murphy (Kookaburras) 
president@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Vice-President 
Kelly Stewart (Kookaburras) 
vicepresident@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Secretary  
Lauren Knothe (Wombats)  
secretary@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Treasurer  
Brendan Kennedy (Kookaburras) 
treasurer@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Assistant Treasurer 
Lucy Munro 
assistanttreas@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  
Sally Whelan (Wombats) 
enrolments@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Assistant Enrolment Coordinator/WPSA Rep  
Rebecca Heine (Kookaburras) 
assistantenrol@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Marketing Coordinator  
Kimberley Moore (Frogs) 
marketing@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Parents Auxiliary Coordinator  
Elizabeth Tischler (Kookaburras) 
paccoord@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Special Projects Coordinator  
Jane Robinson (Frogs & Wombats) 
specialprojects@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Maintenance Coordinator  
Raymond Lockwood (Frogs) 
maintenance@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Grants Co-ordinator 
Lyndal Simpson (Kookaburras & Wombats) 
grants@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

 

  

 
Parents Auxiliary Committee 2015 

Coordinator  Elizabeth Tischler (Kookaburras) 
paccoord@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

  

PAC Treasurer 
Nina Silkenbeumer 

Social Reps  
Frogs  Chris Thompson  
Kookaburras  Claire Wilson 
Wombats  Sally Gugliemi 

General Members  
Adam Webb 
Anna Nowland  
Fiona Loo 

Michaela Thompson 
Haley Field 
Nicole Weller 
Vicky Loie 

    
 

 



 

Group Reports 
 

Frogs &  
Kookaburras 
 

Welcome to all our Frogs and Kookaburra families, it 
has been a wonderful start to the year. The children 
have settled into friendships, daily routines and most 
importantly having fun.  

Our program focuses on the value of play, 
encouraging children to explore experiences 
individually and in groups. Many experiences: both 
indoor and out are created by educators to facilitate 
these discoveries. We often marvel at the children’s’ 
take on particular planned activities, stories shared 
and group discussions. Although many activities and 
resources are familiar to us and prepared play areas 
have been offered before, each experience 
becomes new for us as each child brings their own 
ideas, understandings and questions.  

As you will see in the playroom we respond to the 
children’s interests, ideas and questions by providing, 
adding to and sometimes changing learning 
experiences as necessary. For example the dramatic 
play space began as a Home area, then moved into 
a “fine dining” Restaurant and is now a busy 
Supermarket. The world of mini beasts is an area of 
interest that has developed during the past month, 
beginning with the Frogs children finding creatures in 
the garden, under logs and in the creek. Following 
informal and intentional teaching discussions with the 
children, we set up a Bugs tent for the children to 
further learn research and play in, with creepy 
crawlies. 

Our playground offers many different spaces and 
opportunities for the children to play and enjoy. 
Building and construction areas, climbing and running 
spaces, quiet and contemplative niches and sensory 
and tactile places. We believe the outdoor 
environment offers many rich and provocative 
learning possibilities for the children to explore. 

For many children friendships become increasingly 
important during the four year old kinder year. As this 
happens, children begin to understand how 
friendships work and what being a “good friend” is. 
Like all skills, relationship skills are developed through 
experience. We spend a great deal of time at 
kindergarten supporting children as they build these 
understandings and skills, so that they can enjoy the 
joy of friendships now, and into the future. 

 

 

  

Some particular focus goals for this term have been:  
• Beginning to establish a sense of belonging to the 

group 
• Identifying children’s interests and learning needs 
• Encouraging inclusion of all children and 

understanding that we are all  different including 
cultures, appearances and ideas & thoughts  

• Developing listening skills  
• Considering others in our kinder group, such as 

packing away an experience when finished and 
listening considerately to others at mat time  

• Manipulating equipment and managing tools with 
increasing competence and skill 

We are looking forward to The Drama Toolbox’s visit to 
kinder during our last week of term. They will be 
performing Tiddalick the Frog.  The children have 
been invited to visit The Avenue Uniting Church for an 
Easter Experience. This visit will take place during the 
last week of term and will be an opportunity to go 
through the “secret doors”!  

We shared an Information Evening with our 4 year old 
families last Monday night. This provided an 
opportunity for parents to have a chat with one 
another, ask the educators questions about their 
child, and to hear a little about the learning program 
and the planning possibilities for children. There was 
also some sharing of general centre and community 
information.  Thank you to those who attended and 
for the positive feedback we have received about 
the evening.  

Next term the children will have the opportunity to 
participate in the ‘Living Safely with Dogs’ program 
and enjoy the excitement of welcoming some “Henny 
Penny” chicks to kinder.  We will go on an excursion 
to the Blackburn Library for a story session, and 
launch our Library book borrowing. 

Have a terrific break over the holidays, enjoy the 
sunshine (we hope), some pajama days and some 
sleep ins!!! 

 

Rachel, Kym, Nadia, Lisa and Tina  
 



 

Group Reports 
 

 

Wombats 
Welcome to everyone involved with the 
Wombats group this year, we are delighted 
to have met our new families and have 
enjoyed continuing our relationship with 
those families who have been a part of 
our kinder community in previous years. 
Over the past weeks it has been wonderful to 
get to know the children and observe their 
interactions with each other, as they build on existing 
friendships and begin to feel comfortable with making 
new connections with other children in our group. 
The children have settled extremely well into our 
sessions and are rapidly becoming familiar with the 
different routines of kinder. They have been excited to 
explore the new play areas and games set up in the 
room and equally happy to spend time outside 
experiencing the various equipment and becoming 
involved in dramatic play situations!  
 
The Learning Program 
 
At this early stage of the year we continue to take 
time to become familiar with each other as the 
children transition from one activity to the next both 
inside the room and during outdoor time. We have 
been working towards establishing routines such as 
moving safely around the room, taking turns, enjoying 
snack time, using the bathroom appropriately and 
learning to share. 
Through observing and interacting with the children 
as they play and explore the various learning spaces 
we can then begin to plan experiences for the weeks 
ahead that will enable the children to build on their 
existing skills and understandings. It has been lovely to 
see the children become gradually more familiar with 
each other as they start to develop a sense of 
belonging to our Wombats group. 
 
Looking Ahead 
 
To celebrate the end of our first term at kinder we are 
looking forward to the Wiggerly Worm Dance 
Company visiting us next Wednesday 25th March. The 
children will be involved in various creative dance 
activities which should be lots of fun! 
Finally thanks to our parents for your support during 
this transition period at kinder as your children begin 
the next phase of their learning journey. 
 
Katrina and Mrs Dillon 

“Whenever children say ‘Let’s 
Pretend’, a new landscape of 
possibilities for learning is revealed. 

When children pretend, they try on 
new feelings, roles and ideas. They 
stretch their minds along with their 
imaginations.” 

Curtis & Carter 

  
 

                  Healthy Food at kindergarten 

               Healthy snacks and lunches are        
encouraged at Kinder. Avoiding sugary and salty 
foods and providing wholesome and filling options 
gives the children the energy and brainpower to 
enjoy a productive and busy time at Kinder. 

Children’s individual water bottles are kept in the 
blue box by the front door. Children can access 
these throughout the session. Water and cups are 
also available at all times for children.  

 

Please name all items! 

It is amazing how many items of clothing, 
lunch boxes, drink bottles and hats go missing 
each year at kindergarten. We cannot stress 
enough how important it is to ensure all c 
items are named. It is a quick and easy process to 
return items to their owners when named. 



 

 Information about kinder 

 
Parents Auxiliary Committee 
The Parents Auxiliary Committee (PAC) represents the 
Kinder Community. We are here to help fundraise for 
the future needs of the Kinder and to help introduce 
our kinder families to each other through family fun 
days, events and group catch-ups. Great friendships 
can be made through kinder families!  We have got 
some great fundraising ideas and social events 
planned for 2014. 
 
We are aiming to hold group events and social 
events for parents and use fundraising proceeds 
towards items that will benefit the children during 
Kinder. Please check our PAC notice board for 
upcoming events and dates. Please also check your 
child’s pocket next to the noticeboard for notices 
and information. 
  
The Kinder community certainly enjoyed each others’ 
company at the Box Hill Miniature Railway Family Fun 
Day during February.  Thanks to members of PAC and 
COM that contributed to the success of the 
day.  Despite the playground being out of action, the 
children exhibited great ingenuity in turning the huge 
pile of mulch into a make-do playground! 
 
This term the teachers have requested that we focus 
our fundraising on some small items for the children to 
play with outdoors.  So funds raised from the Hot Cross 
Bun drive will contribute towards this purchase.  Thank 
you to Nicole Weller (Frogs family) for hitting the 
ground running with this fundraiser.  Families note that 
orders will be available for pick up during the last 
week of term. 
 
Once again, The Entertainment Book will be a 
background fundraising option for Kinder families to 
participate in – see your class PAC social rep for 
details.  
  
Many families will be pleased to know that the Family 
Portraits day is back this year.  On Saturday August 8th 
Blackburn Preschool will again be hosting Aver & Line 
photographers (www.averandline.com.au).  In 
previous years, families have found the packages 
offered to be cost effective and the photography just 
gorgeous. 
 
It’s looking like we’re candidates for a Bunnings BBQ 
fundraiser this year, with Blackburn Preschool now 
listed 4th on the waiting list.  We have hopes of 
landing a spot in September or October of this year. 
 
 

Last year a major event for the Kinder community was 
our Trivia Night.  It was a great night and many on 
PAC are very keen to repeat last year’s 
performance.  To make this event happen we would 
like to ask for volunteers to help us out on PAC.  If you 
can’t commit to the monthly PAC meetings, but 
would like to make a meaningful contribution to the 
work of this committee, please speak to your class 
social rep about helping with the Trivia 
Night.  Wombats – see Sally Gugliemi.  Frogs – see 
Chris Thompson. Kookaburras – see Claire Wilson.  
Look out for a few other fundraisers as they crop up 
throughout the year.  
 
Some families will find it difficult to participate in 
fundraising efforts due to time/financial 
constraints.  Bear in mind that the Kinder receives 
credits from the following organisations:  Toy World 
Forest Hill, Baker’s Delight Brentford Square, Aussie 
Farmer’s Direct, That’s Mine Label and a few 
others.  When you shop at these places, please 
mention the name of Blackburn Preschool and a 
percentage of your purchase will be donated to  
the Kinder.   
 
Thanks for getting involved in the wider activities of 
Kinder this year.  
 

  

Please join us at Blackburn Preschool for a 
Parent Information Evening

‘Promoting a Love for Literacy 
& Language in the Home’

 presented by renowned parenting and 
education expert Kathy Walker

Thursday 16th April
7pm (for a 7:20pm start)

(gold coin donation appreciated)

Please RSVP numbers attending 
for catering purposes to 

rsvpbps@gmail.com 
by 13th April 2015 

40 Blackburn Rd, Blackburn
www.blackburnpreschool.com.au


