
 

Blackburn Pre-School Newsletter 
Term 4, 2014 

Outgoing President’s Report  
The end of the year is just about here, and we have 
many people to thank for the successful year we 
have had at Blackburn Pre-school in 2014.  

As President this year I have had the privilege of 
working with a fantastic group of people all 
dedicated to making our preschool a great place for 
our children.  

Firstly I’d like to mention the wonderful educators at 
our pre-school.  Kym, Rachel, Mrs Dillon and Nadia 
(with Kate at the start of the year and assistance from 
Lisa) have done an outstanding job with our 4 year-
old groups, assisted by our teacher’s aids Katrina and 
Tina. Melinda and Lisa (with Nadia’s help for the first 
half of the year) have together run a brilliant 3 year 
old program. A big thank-you to our educators, who 
not only teach our children but have been a great 
support to me and the Committee of Management 
(COM) throughout the year. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank my 
fellow COM members (Kylie, Dee, Eliza, Jane, Lucy, 
Irene, Brad, Ana, Jim, Lisa and Mark) who 
volunteered their time and worked hard to make sure 
the preschool runs smoothly, whilst also making 
improvements to the way we do things.  

Some highlights to our year have included: 

• reconfiguring of the outdoor space 
• drafting and implementing of a timetable 

which will benefit the educational outcomes of 
our children  

• drafting and implementation of new selection 
criteria and participating in the drafting of 
future WPSA universal selection criteria 

• information night with Kathy Walker speaking of 
building resilience 

• erection of a new boundary fence 
• drafting and reporting on 2 parent surveys 
• successfully applying for community grants 
• construction of a new storage shed. 

The 2014 PAC team have also volunteered their time 
and done an amazing job with running social events 
for our pre-school community and fundraising. This 
year Jackie Small volunteered her time to perform 
administrative tasks for the preschool. Her efforts were 
a great support to the Committee and teaching staff.  

Thank-you to all the parents who assisted the 
preschool in other ways during the year. Your 
contributions towards things like working bees, 

laundry, maintenance jobs, participation in social 
events and fundraisers, have all benefited our kinder 
this year.  

Finally, I’d like to thank everyone who has 
volunteered their time to serve on the COM, PAC and 
other roles in 2015. It is a rewarding experience and 
our pre-school simply could not exist without the 
efforts of volunteers. This week we held a handover 
meeting with the new COM, who are ready to hit the 
ground running. The new COM members are 
Miachaela, Kelly, Lauren, Brendan, Lucy, Jane, Sally, 
Rebecca, Tanya, Lyndal, Raymond and Kimberley, 
and their contact details are included in the 
newsletter. 

Sadly, due to work and personal commitments, I 
won’t be serving on the COM next year.  I wish the 
incoming President and Committee success and 
prosperity for 2015.  The preschool is in a strong 
financial position, has a brilliant teaching team and 
an excellent reputation in the community. All great 
indicators for success in the years to come. 

We are sad to farewell Melinda, who has made an 
invaluable contribution to the kinder for the last 2 
years. We wish you all the best in your exciting new 
role, Melinda, and thank you for your passion for what 
is the beginning of formal education for our children. 
While we are farewelling one exceptional educator, 
we welcome another to take over the 3 year old 
educator role. Katrina Girvin worked for many years 
as an early years primary school teacher. She then 
took time off to have four children of her own, all of 
whom attended our kindergarten. She joined our 
team here as an Additional Assistant and Support 
Teacher in 2013 and has worked with both of our 3 
and 4 year old groups during that time. Katrina 
already has long term established relationships with 
many of our past and present families and it is great 
to welcome her on board. 

Many families will be moving on at the end of this 
year and we wish them all the best of luck. In 2015 we 
look forward to welcoming returning and new 
families. The last week of pre-school for 2014 is upon 
us, so on behalf of the COM, I wish you and your 
families all the best for the festive season and a safe 
and happy new year. 

Angela Cheetham, Outgoing President 

Education is not preparation for life: education is life itself. 

(John Dewey) 

 



 

Calendar & Contacts 
Term 4, 2014 

 

 

Committee of Management 2015 
President – Miachaela Murphy 
0402 412 724 
president@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Vice-President – Kelly Stewart 
0414 409 012 
vicepresident@blackburnpreschool.com.au 

Treasurer  – Brendan Kennedy 
0418 559 967 
treasurer@blackburnpreschool.com.au   

Secretary – Lauren Knothe 
0477 183 342 
secretary@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Assistant Treasurer – Lucy Munro  
0422 891 722 
assistanttreas@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

PAC Coordinator – Tanya Calder 
0409 177 931 
paccoord@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Enrolment Officer / WPSA Rep –  
Sally Whelan 
0409 946 199 
enrolments@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Assistant Enrol. Officer / WPSA Rep – 
Rebecca Heine  
0413 923 656 
assistantenrol@blackburnpreschool.com.au   

Special Proj. Coord. – Jane Robinson 
0410 499 430 
specialprojects@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Grants Coord. – Lyndal Simpson 
0400 595 512 
grants@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

Maintenance Coord. –  
Raymond Lockwood 
0433 963 375 
maintenance@blackburnpreschool.com.au  
 

Marketing Officer –  
Kimberley Moore  
0417 417 210 
marketing@blackburnpreschool.com.au  
 

 

Parents Auxiliary 
Committee 2015 

Coordinator   Tanya Calder 
0413 184 692     
paccoord@blackburnpreschool.com.au  

PAC Treasurer 
Nina Silkenbeumer 

 

Social Reps  
Chris Thompson (Frogs)  
Grace Suafoa (Kookaburras) 
Angela Hare (Beetles) 

General Members   
Elizabeth Tischler Emily Hellman 
Natalie Weller  Anna Nowland  
Adam Webb 

Other members TBC 

 

 

Term and Holiday Dates 2015 
Term 1 28 January to 27 March 
Term 2 13 April to 26 June 
Term 3 13 July to 18 September 
Term 4 5 October to 18 December 
 
The pre-school will be CLOSED on all Victorian 
public holidays.  
There will be no sessions on the following days: 

• Labour Day (Mon 9 March 2015) 
• Queens Birthday (Mon 8 June 2015) 
• Melbourne Cup Day (Tues 3 Nov 2015) 

Thank You… 
Thank you to every person who served on a 
committee or a formal role at our kinder in 2014. 
Thanks also to the families of these people who 
often help out in various ways too. 

There are many ways people can assist the 
kinder without taking on specific roles. Thanks to 
all of those who have helped out in 2014 by 
doing parent helper, sewing, laundry, bringing 
in special items for sessions, etc. Special thanks 
to Kate Moore, who helped out with graphics, 
photos and artwork for advertising for various 
functions in 2014. Your efforts are greatly 
appreciated. 

 

Orientation 2015 
Orientation dates for 2015 for each child are 
included in your information pack. If you have not 
collected your pack please contact the kinder 
ASAP to arrange collection. 

Holiday Security at Kinder 
The new COM will be keeping an eye out for the 
kinder property over the school holidays. If you 
notice anything that needs attention over the 
holidays, please make contact with a new COM 
member.  



  

 

 Group Reports & General Info 
Term 4, 2014   

 
Frogs & Kookaburras 
We would like to start by saying what a 
fantastic year it has been at Blackburn 

Pre-school. It has been a pleasure to get 
to know each child and family and to 

have been involved in your lives this year. 

Children’s Programs 

Research shows that children learn best by 
engaging in experiences that are meaningful to 
them. For this reason the programs that we plan at 
kindergarten, include experiences that centre 
around and respond to the children’s interests, skills 
and ideas. Learning at kindergarten is play based. 
Play provides opportunities for children to learn as 
they discover, create, improvise and imagine. When 
children play with other children they create social 
groups, test out ideas, challenge each other’s 
thinking and build new understanding. Play provides 
a supportive environment where children can ask 
questions, solve problems and engage in critical 
thinking. In addition to creating an environment that 
provokes rich play experiences, educators also plan 
intentional teaching moments. These experiences 
involve us being deliberate, purposeful and 
thoughtful as we plan opportunities for children to 
learn new skills, develop new understandings and 
build new knowledge. All of the interactions, 
experiences, activities, routines and events, planned 
and unplanned, that occur at kindergarten every 
day, are part of our kindergarten curriculum. 

Friendships and social interaction are a major part of 
the 4 year old kinder year. There can be laughter, 
tears, excitement, disappointment, happiness and 
frustration at times as children learn about the social 
world in which they live and about themselves as 
individuals. There have been some wonderful 
friendships formed. We hope that some of these will 
continue for many years. 

The children have built on their prior knowledge, skills 
and understandings throughout the year. They have 
worked towards becoming confident and involved 
learners with a strong sense of identity and a strong 
sense of well being. They have been encouraged to 
be connected with and to contribute to their world 
and they have become increasingly effective in 
communicating with each other. 

Building literacy and numeracy concepts has been 
a focus in the four year old learning programs. Many 
children have become increasingly interested in 
and confident in working with print and in working 
with simple mathematical ideas. 

This year the children have participated in a 
program that has sought to inspire and engage 
them in learning. We feel confident that the skills, 
understandings and knowledge that they have 
developed will support them as they transition to 
school in 2015 for the next stage of their learning 
journey. 

Special Events 

The kinder year is often enhanced by many special 
events that take place as part of our learning 
program. These experiences are often a way to 
celebrate special parts of our culture or share 
special days with loved ones. This year we enjoyed a 
Mother’s day morning and afternoon teas, a 
Father’s night and a grandparents and special 
visitor’s day which the children loved. Dress up days 
also play a special part in kinder life. This year we 
came dressed in our team colours for ‘Footy Day’ to 
celebrate the AFL Grand Final at the end of term 3.  

Incursions & Excursions 

These experiences are a fantastic ways to extend 
the children’s learning and enhance their kinder 
experience. This year we enjoyed a variety of 
experiences aimed at extending each child’s 
learning offering and opportunities to be involved in 
something different.  

We all enjoyed the Henny Penny hatching 
experience early in the year. This was an opportunity 
for the children to observe chicks hatching from 
their eggs and watch as the chicks grow.  

An interest in literature, particularly some classic 
fairytales, inspired a visit to kinder by the Flying 
Bookworm Theatre Company. The entertainers 
brought literature to life through drama, presenting 
the Little Red Hen, Custard the Dragon and Caps for 
Sale.  

The children participated in the ‘Living Safely with 
Dogs’ Program with an educator visiting kinder with 
her dog Oskar. This program paid particular 
attention to recognising the warning signs given by 
dogs, the correct way to approach a dog and what 
to do if approached by an aggressive dog.  

A water safety educator also visited kinder this year 
to present an informative and hands on session 
about water safety. The children were introduced to 
ideas and knowledge about water safety in a range 
of different settings. 
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It is getting less common for children to head 
outside the kindergarten for excursions and we are 
pleased that Blackburn Pre-school still supports 
these experiences. This year we visited the 
Blackburn Library, the IGA supermarket and The 
Avenue Church as part of our focus on connecting 
with the local community. 

Our trip to The Royal Botanic Garden was definitely 
the highlight of the year, with an exciting trip to the 
city on a bus along with an engaging ‘Homes and 
Hideaways’ program presented by RBG educators. 

Team and Educational Leadership 

Throughout this year the teaching team has been 
involved in various professional development 
sessions, attended many meetings both within the 
kinder community and in the wider community and 
have worked closely with the committee of 
management. All educators at Blackburn Preschool 
are committed to continuous improvement and 
participate in ongoing learning to further develop 
their skills, and to improve their practice. 

It has been a pleasure to work with such a wonderful 
team of dedicated and professional educators 
throughout the year. We would like to extend our 
thanks to both Lynne Dillon, Kate Pisani, Nadia 
Seymour, Katrina Girvan, Tina Cini and Lisa Unwin 
who have each made a wonderful contribution in 
working with the children and families in the four 
year old groups. Thank you also to Melinda Gregory, 
Nadia Seymour and Lisa Unwin for your guidance 
and nurturing of the youngest members of our 
Blackburn Preschool community this year. 

Blackburn Preschool is very fortunate to have 
educators who bring a wealth of experience to the 
kindergarten.  We look forward to a great year in 
2015 with a new timetable and with some of our 
team taking on new roles. 

Thank you 

To the committee we thank you for the time and 
energy you have committed to ensuring that 
Blackburn Pre-school runs to the high standard that it 
does. Many would not be aware of the contribution 
you make and we would like to say to you that it 
does not go unnoticed. Our sincere thanks go to 
each one of you.

We would also like to thank all the other families 
who have supported the kindergarten in many ways 
throughout the year. Kindergarten is a special place 
for the children and their families to build 
connections, share common experiences and 
belong together, in a vibrant and supportive 
community.) 

Rachel and Kym (& Mrs Dillon, 
Nadia, Katrina & Tina) 
 

Beetles & Geckos 
We have certainly packed a lot in to 2014 and it has 
been a journey filled with fun, excitement, joy, 
busyness and some challenges. However above all, 
it has been rewarding as we have observed and 
celebrated individual milestones of each child. 
Through our learning together, we have 
experienced fun, joy, care, kindness, friendship, 
sharing, listening….the list goes on. It certainly has 
been an honour teaching and working alongside 
the delightful three year old groups. This age is so 
refreshing!!! 

Birthdays 

A big Happy 4th Birthday to the following children: 

Beetles: 
October – Emily  
November – Sam, Greta, Zoe, Joel 
December – Reuben, Aidan, Heath 

Geckos: 
October – Georgia, Nihit,  
November – Alexander  
January 2015 – Ellie, Rose  

Baby Congratulations 

Chloe (Beetles Group) is now a big sister for the 
second time, with baby Billy, born on 17/10/14, 
Congratulations to Kate and Glen. 

The Year’s Highlights 

There have been many highlights this year: 
• Carp Theatre Company: an interactive 

dramatisation of “We’re Going On A Bear Hunt” 
including “Goldilocks and the Three Bears”. 

• Henny Penny Eggs Incursion: exploring and 
discovering lifecycle of chickens.  

Don’t cry because it’s over. Smile 
because it happened. 

Dr Seuss 
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Stand aside for a while and leave room for 
learning, observe carefully what children do, and 
then, if you have understood well, perhaps 
teaching will be different from before 
 Loris Malaguzzi 

• African Drumming Workshop: a wonderful 
hands-on interactive experience with traditional 
West African rhythms, drumming and dancing.   

• Wild Action: Rock-Pool Discovery:  looking, 
feeling, holding and discovering about 
creatures living in and around rock-pools. 

• Dress up days - colour, rainbow, footy day. 
• Special afternoon tea sessions for our mothers – 

including pampering.  
• Special evenings for our fathers. 
• Grandparents and special visitors’ week - an 

open session for visitors to join in. 
• Taking our kinder teddy bears (Oscar and Otis) 

for sleepovers and adventures. 
• Collaborating on beautiful “Friendship Trees” 

group art pieces for the Kinder Trivia Night.   
• A special celebration to end the year.  

Development Throughout the Year 

The program offered is a balance of intentional 
teaching and inclusiveness of the children’s interests.  
We know that children are capable, competent 
and bring a diverse knowledge base to kinder; they 
are the co-constructors of their learning. The 
children have been encouraged to learn through 
play which supports a culture of inquiry, questioning, 
discovery and exploration.  

Relationships 

Relationships are extremely important within a 
preschool and there are many layers to be mindful 
of: those between teachers and children, teachers 
and parents, teachers and colleagues, teachers 
and committees, teachers and external specialists, 
children and children. We work tirelessly to nurture 
the relationships between the children within the 
group which in turn, enhances social skills; a major 
life skill. The importance of the ‘greeting meeting’ at 
the beginning of our session aids in the children 
reconnecting with each other and can often be an 
avenue to add to the richness of learning. The 
children have certainly developed skills in 
negotiating with others around sharing, turn–taking 
and entering established play spaces. They have 
become supports for their friends in helping turn a 
tap, press the soap, or help with a smock or dress-
up, most of all, they’ve become super at packing 
up! With support, many are able to problem solve in 
regards to differing ideas or opinions, some are able 
to do this without adult input.  

Thank you 

Partnerships with parents are essential in our work 
with children. We have provided many avenues of 
communication to parents via direct discussion, 
(formal or informal), daily reflections diary, detailed 

monthly newsletters (for the three’s groups), a term 
newsletter (for the whole centre community), emails, 
various parent information evenings & special visitors 
days. Parents play a valuable role to the preschool 
in supporting our program – i.e. parent helper roster, 
laundry load of hand-towels, art smocks or dress-ups, 
week-end yard roster, working bees, committee 
meetings, fundraising, trivia night, incursions, a 
special skill or talent etc. Thank-you to all who have 
helped this year, we have really appreciated your 
involvement. 

Thank-you to the committee who have worked 
endlessly behind the scenes in supporting the 
educators, raising funds for new equipment and 
working on ‘the big picture’: Angela Cheetham, 
Kylie Hannam, Eliza Chan, Dee Merritt, Ana 
Carey/Jimmy Turner, Mark Kerwin, Lucy Munro, Irene 
Williams, Jane Robinson, Lisa Egan, Bradley Hogan 
and the P.A.C. fundraising team (Nina, Fiona, Vicky, 
Elizabeth, Haley , Kate, Dawn, Kristy, Michaela, 
Lauren, Christine, Carmel, Debbie) and Jackie the 
Administration Assistant.       

I’d like to thank my group colleagues, initially Nadia 
and recently Lisa who have shown immense support 
and dedication to the program; and to my direct 
teaching peers in the four year old groups, who also 
work tirelessly behind the scenes: Kym, Kate/Nadia, 
Tina, Rachel, Mrs Dillon and Katrina.  

…and Farewell! 

As you are aware, this is my final year at Blackburn 
Pre-School. I have many wonderful memories of my 
time at the kinder, especially the delightful children 
and families. Your support for the program has 
contributed to a positive experience shared by all. I 
will certainly miss the children whom I have enjoyed 
teaching, I wish all of you a successful and fun-filled 
year in your new groups.  It has been a privilege 
working and learning alongside you. I also sincerely 
wish everyone involved in Blackburn Pre-School all 
the very best in all future endeavours. 

Melinda (& Lisa) 



 

PAC 2014 
 

Parents Auxiliary Committee 
The main objective of the Parents Committee is to bring the parents and kids together to build our Kinder 
community. Our second objective is to raise money to ensure the Pre School evolves and is able to provide 
your children with a wonderful educational experience. 

The parents committee have worked really hard this year and I could not have asked for a better team. I 
would like to thank Haley F., Christine G., Debbie H., Kristy K., Lauren K., Carmel L., Vicky L., Fiona L., Dawn M., 
Michaela T., Elizabeth T., Nina S. and Kate W. for their time this year. I would also like to thank Kate Moore for 
helping us with art work for our activities throughout the year. Having a large dedicated PAC team has 
helped make our event organising easier and a more enjoyable experience. 

This year we continued last year’s PAC idea of Healthy Fundraising as feedback received indicated a 
preference for healthy options. We also put importance on social events within the groups and larger social 
events where every parent could participate. 

The success of the fundraising activities has allowed us to provide free social events and activities throughout 
the year.  

The group social reps have organised some great catch ups this year. Lauren (Kookaburras), Dawn (Frogs), 
Elizabeth (Beetles) and Fiona (Geckos) have done a wonderful job in arranging dinners for parents, social 
catch ups for the parents and children and creating a good community within the groups. 

 

So what did we get up to this year… 

Box Hill Miniature Railway – Free Family Event  ($299.96) 

We had a great start to the year with our family day at the Box Hill Miniature Railway. Families came with 
picnics and we had activities and balloons for the kids in the park before free rides on the trains. 

Hot Cross Buns – Easter  $232.55 

Bakers Delight Vermont have been wonderful supporters of the Pre School.  We organised delivery of Hot 
Cross buns just in time for Easter.  

Cookbooks  ($1602.90) 

To follow up on last year’s healthy fundraising ideas, we created a cookbook from recipes that parents of the 
Kinder enjoyed for their own children. We received over 100 recipes for the book with many great meal ideas. 

Entertainment Books  $234.00 

We received $13.00 for every book sold.  Generally the book pays for itself very quickly in savings. 

Mums Night  - Social Evening  $423.92 

The main purpose of the mums night was to bring mums together and celebrate the great job we do as 
MUMS. We had silent auctions, a masseuse and a range of social games for everyone to get to know each 
other. 

Kiddi Kutter Knives  $104.00 

If you want your child to help with dinner without cutting their fingers off these are the knives for you.  Healthy 
fundraising isn’t just about what you eat it’s about preparing healthy food and learning how to prepare 
healthy food.  These were an absolute success! 

Trivia Night  - Social Night  $3335.80 

Our biggest social night of the year was the Trivia Night which was a fun and entertaining night. Everyone 
who attended got into the spirit of our Colour theme and dressed up and decorated their tables. We would 
like to thank all our sponsors for the night who donated many wonderful gifts and prizes. Also a thank you to 
the teachers and children for creating artwork for each Kinder group that was auctioned on the night. 

 



 

PAC 2014 
 

Family Portraits – Aver & Line  $376.00 

Many families took the opportunity to sit for their family photos and the photos were great.   

Dads Night- Social Evening  ($512.00) 

The teachers organised a Dad’s evening for each Kinder group. PAC assisted in the evening by providing 
pizza to everyone over the four nights. 

Mangoes  $670.00 

Mangoes have been ordered and will be delivered early December. 

Angela Ditchmen - Free Informational evening  ($384.00) 

This was a free event for parents to listen to Angela Ditchmen presenting on School Readiness. 

Lollipops  - Free end of year Christmas party  ($598.00) 

As we end the year it is great to reflect on how far the kids have developed and wonderful to spend some 
time outside the Pre School to celebrate the year. We have booked Lollipops Play Centre at Forest Hill for our 
Christmas Party and hope that our current families will be able to attend.  It will be a great night. 

T-Shirts and Hats   $228 

We have continued to sell t-shirts and hats this year.  The kids look great in their Pre School T-shirts. Hats are 
compulsory during certain times of the year.  

Loyalty Programs 

Companies have given us money simply for using their services or purchasing goods from them.  So if you 
support them they support us – its win/win 

 

Aussie Farmers Direct $38.86 

Bakers Delight Vermont $  TBC 

Toyworld $250 Toyworld voucher 

Toys (Chalk and Educational Exp) $800.00* (not finalised) 

*The teachers will be able to purchase goods to the value of 20% of our total spend. 

 

Overall we raised $2,434.68 and were able to purchase furniture, educational toys, scooters and many other 
items thanks to your support.  

 

Finally a thank you again to the 2014 PAC, it has been wonderful to get to know you and work with you all. 

 

Bradley Hogan 

PAC Co-ordinator 2014 

 

 


