
 

Blackburn Pre-School Newsletter 
Term 2, 2014 

President’s Report  
Dear families, 

I hope everyone has had an enjoyable term 2 so far. 
Believe it or not, school holidays are again fast 
approaching!  

The preschool is looking great with a fresh coat of 
paint and is set to look even better once we 
complete some other pending maintenance projects. 
These include a new north boundary fence to 
replace the existing one which has seen better days.  
The children will no doubt notice that the monkey 
bars have been taken down temporarily. This is 
because of the safety hazard they now pose with the 
new outdoor shade structure.  Some of the more 
adventurous children have noticed that if you sit on 
top of the monkey bars, you can reach the roof of 
the outdoor structure! Thankfully we did not have any 
roof climbers. We are working on reconfiguring the 
outdoor play equipment to remove this hazard and 
make some improvements to the area. Sorry to all our 
young monkey bar enthusiasts in the meantime!  

We held our annual Open Day on Saturday 17 May. It 
was well attended with lots of people interested in our 
pre-school. Special thanks to all our educators and 
also to Irene, our marketing representative on the 
COM, who worked tirelessly in bringing everything 
together for the day. I heard lots of positive 
comments about our preschool and teaching staff. 
We have a fantastic reputation in our community 
which we should be very proud of.  

Thanks also to everyone on our PAC who recently 
hosted a very enjoyable mother’s day evening. The 
church hall looked wonderful and a great night was 
had by all.  

I encourage you all to attend our next event, our 
parent information evening on 17 June, which is open 
to the public (gold coin entry).  Early childhood expert 
Kathy Walker will be speaking along with our 
teachers. Another great opportunity to showcase our 
fantastic preschool! 

Running a preschool is hard work and we are always 
in need of a helping hand. We are proud of the fact 
that our preschool is community run by volunteers, 
however sometimes this means we simply don’t have 
time to do everything that needs doing.  We have 
listed some jobs in this newsletter that we could use 
your help with. If you have some spare time, please 
put your hand up to do these tasks. As they say 
“many hands make light work”. 

As most of you would know by now our wonderful 
assistant in the Kookaburras group, Kate Pisani, has a 
new job closer to her home. We thank Kate for her 
contribution to Blackburn Pre-school and wish her and 
her family all the best for their future endeavours.  

Finally, unfortunately I still have no news to report on 
our funding arrangements for next year. The federal 
and state governments are still negotiating (they 
have a lot on their agenda!). I will continue to keep 
you informed. 

Best regards, 

Angela Cheetham, President 

 

Enrolment Information 
For up-to-date selection criteria for our pre-school 
please see our website. Enrolments for 2015 close 
on 30 June 2014. An important reminder to 3yo 
families that if you wish your child to be 
considered for a 4yo place in 2015 you need to 
ensure Blackburn Pre-school is listed as your first 
4yo preference. 

 

Thanks to our supporters! 
A big thank you again to Whitehorse Council 
and Telstra, who provided grants in 2013 that 
enabled us to build the fabulous shade 
structure over the sandpit and decking 
area.  The children are happily playing outside 
during their sessions come rain, hail or shine! 

A big thank you also to Bendigo Bank, who 
provided a grant in 2013 which has enabled us 
to purchase some fabulous equipment for use 
in the 'backyard space', enjoyed by both the 
kinder groups and the Blackburn community 
Playgroup. 

Thanks also to Paul from AALL DAY SERVICES 
(0418 338 690) who kindly undertook tree 
chopping for the kinder at no cost. We greatly 
appreciate the support we get from local 
businesses.  Blackburn Pre-School Centre 

40 Blackburn Road 
Blackburn VIC 3130 

 03 9878 0180 
blackburn.rd.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au 

www.blackburnpreschool.com.au  
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Committee of Management 2014 

President   Angela Cheetham 
0438 025 888     ang.cheetham@gmail.com  

Vice-President – Kylie Hannam 
kylie@promowares.com.au  
0438 387 568 

Treasurer  – Eliza Chan 
chanyeewern@yahoo.com  
0409 761 680 

Secretary – Dee Merritt  
d.merritt411@gmail.com  
0422 645 411 

Enrolment Coord. –  Jane Robinson  
janerobinson04@gmail.com  
0410 499 430 

PAC Coord. – Bradley Hogan 
brad@bjhogan.net  
0419 131 224 

Marketing Coord. – Irene Williams 
iwillpoll@gmail.com  
0400 110 936 

Special Proj. Coord. – Mark Kerwin 
mark.kerwin@leadingbrands.com.au  
0409 177 931 

Grants Coord. – Lisa Egan 
lisaeganot@gmail.com  
0420 905 471  

Maintenance Coord. – Jim Turner 
jatbuild@hotmail.com  
0438 334 277  

Fees Rep – Lucy Munro  
lucy.m.munro@gmail.com  
0422 891 722 

 

 

 

Kinder Calendar 

 Date Time Event 

 Thurs 12 June  Group and individual photos (Frogs & Beetles) 

 Fri 13 June  Group and individual photos (Kookaburras & Geckos) 

Te
rm

  2
 

Tues 17 June 7pm for 7.30pm start Kathy Walker Parent Information Evening – Building 
Resilience and Self Esteem In Our Children 

 Fri 27 June  Last day Term 2 

Te
rm

  3
 

Mon July 14   First day Term 3 

Sat 29 July 7.30pm PAC Event – Trivia Night 

Mon 4 Aug 12.45-4.15pm Kookaburras session operating with relief staff 

Sat 9 Aug  PAC Event – Family Photos 

September  PAC Event – Father’s Day Night 

Sat 13 Sept 2-4pm Working Bee 

Fri 19 Sept  Last day Term 3 

Te
rm

  4
 Mon 6 Oct  First day Term 4 

Thurs 16 Oct  No session for Beetles 

December  PAC Event – Christmas Party 

Sat 7 Dec 2pm-4pm Working Bee 

 * Dates and times for PAC events are to be confirmed and subject to change 

•  

 

 

Parents Auxiliary 
Committee 2014 

Coordinator   Bradley Hogan 
0419 131 224    brad@bjhogan.net  

PAC Treasurer 
Nina Silkenbeumer 

 

Social Reps  
Dawn Maxa (Frogs) Lauren 
Knothe (Kookaburras) 
Elizabeth Tischler (Beetles) 

General Members   
Haley Field 
Christine Gibbins  
Deborah Hall  
Kristy Kelly  
Carmel Lackey 
Vicky Loie  
Michaela Thompson 
Kate Ward 

 

 



 

Group Reports 
 

Frogs & 
Kookaburras 

All the children were keen to be back at Kinder this 
term and have settled back into routines, exploring 
new experiences, discovering different play 
spaces and enjoying being with their friends.  

Henny Penny hatching program was a wonderful 
experience. This experience was an opportunity for 
the children to observe and gain understanding 
about the lifecycles of chicks. We watched the 
exciting hatching of the eggs and the children 
were able to enjoy a “cuddle” with chicks.   

On Monday 5th May we were joined by many 
special visitors at kinder to celebrate Mothers’ Day. 
The children worked hard and with much 
enthusiasm and secrecy preparing gifts and cards. 
We all enjoyed a “kinder made” 
morning/afternoon tea together. This event is 
always a highlight on our kinder calendar!  

Both 4yo groups had an excursion to Blackburn 
Library for a story session and to learn a little bit 
about the services offered by the library. The 
excursion also launched library borrowing at kinder 
for the children in the 4yo groups. Thank you to the 
Mums who accompanied us on our visit.  

Literacy and numeracy concepts are becoming 
an increasing focus in our learning programs.  
Modelled writing has been introduced.  These 
experiences offer an opportunity to demonstrate 
writing concepts such as directionality (left to right, 
top to bottom), structure (words and spaces) and 
sound/letter relationships (e.g. “Mother starts like 
my name Maggie”). Numeracy experiences too 
are built into the program in many ways. The 
children have discovered numbers, counting and 
informal measurement through the use of counters, 
number charts, calculators, an abacus and scales 
and measuring tapes.  

You may have noticed our “Kinder Karaoke” 
stage. With the added fun of props such as 
microphones and instruments this dramatic play 
space has encouraged many children in sharing 
their singing recitals. For some children who are a 
little reserved the curtains and props assist in giving 
them the confidence to perform in front of others. 

Construction is a very popular activity during our 
sessions. There are a number of favourite sets such 
Lego, Duplo and Poly M. However construction 
experiences stretch into many areas including 
block building indoor and out, sandplay, the 
making table (with lots of boxes that you have the 
pleasure of displaying at home!) and clay. As 
construction experiences are open ended they 
enrich children’s imagination, assist in developing 
manipulative skills, often require negotiation in 
group play and provide the children practise in 
problem solving skills.  

This term in our programs we focus on 
sustainability. The children have planted winter 
vegetables with Nadia in our veggie gardens. We 
will explore recycling at kinder and relaunch 
composting and the kinder worm farm. 

As we settle into Term 2 we begin to provide 
experiences both at group time and during play 
time that encourages and requires the children to 
extend their concentration skills and focus at a 
particular task at hand. 

Our student teacher Yvette 

Many of you will have met Yvette who has been 
working with us this year. Yvette is a second year 
education student from ACU. She will be joining us 
from Tuesday 10th June for a 3 week placement 
during which she will share some planned 
experiences with the children  

Coming Up 

Parent Teacher Chats – We have had the 
opportunity to make appointments with parents to 
catch up with educators for an informal chat about 
how your child is going at kinder. We understand 
that not everyone was available to meet at the 
scheduled times.  Please speak with us if you need 
to make a time on another day. 

Soon we have been invited to go through the 
“secret doors” and visit the church. This will be an 
informal visit with Denise the minister to sing some 
songs and talk about the Church in our local 
community. This incursion supports the VEYLDF 
Outcome 2 “children develop a sense of 
belonging to groups and communities”.   

Rachel, Kym, Mrs Dillon, Kate,  
Katrina & Tina 
 
 



 

Group Reports 
 

Beetles & Geckos 
Wow, we can’t really believe we’re 
already into term two, it seems like yesterday we were 
meeting everybody for the first time. So far it has been 
lovely to see everyone’s smiling faces and hearing 
conversations between peers on their return, we 
missed you.  

Program News 

As part of our Celebration of mothers, the children 
worked hard on exceptional gifts for their mums and 
a special song they had been practicing, they were 
absolutely beautiful. It was topped off by a very 
successful Mother’s afternoon - tea. The children were 
very excited to have you at kinder for the special 
experiences and pampering; we hope you are 
receiving lots of back, head and hand massages at 
home. The feedback has been wonderful and 
discussions continued afterwards, aided by photos of 
the day.                

Other interests we are have followed include   
Autumn - the children noticed some leaves were 
different colours which lead to our discussion about 
Autumn. The children eagerly shared their knowledge 
of weather getting “not hot”, leaves changing colour, 
falling to the ground and the scrunching sound they 
make when jumped on; and have been very involved 
in exploring or making their own representations of 
Autumn via different media and song/movement.  

Boxes, boxes, boxes……………..to extend the 
children’s interest in pasting, and to foster the 
concept of recycling, we have added boxes (from 
home) for the children to select. This is very popular; 
do you have any to add to our dwindling stocks 
please? Small sturdy boxes are ideal i.e. golf ball, 
cuppa soup, make-up, perfume, toothpaste 
etc…also washed lids from juice bottles are great. 
(For hygiene and allergy reasons, could you please 
refrain from sending egg cartons, milk cartons and 
toilet rolls?).    

As part of our preschool Emergency Management 
Plan, we conducted this term’s emergency 
evacuation practice: Thursday 15th May (Beetles 
group) and Friday 16th May (Geckos group). The 
children, staff and visitors responded very well, 
moving quickly and calmly to the designated ‘safe 
area’.  

The ability for the children to self-select items from the 
shed is working well. The children have remembered 
they can safely choose something from the front of 
the yellow line. However if they would like an item 
behind the yellow line, they need to ask an adult to 
retrieve it.  

Henny Penny Eggs were here 27th May – 6th June. We 
watched, thought, listened and shared our ideas and 
observations with each other.  

Windy cooler weather – extra layers, coats, beanies 
or gumboots are a great addition for this time year 
when we’re outdoors.  

Thank-you to the response from the respective 
group’s newsletter regarding a request for a 
music/instrument session. We have two parents (one 
from each group) who have volunteered some time 
to explore their instrument with the and we can’t wait.    

Birthdays 

Geckos: May – a big Happy 4th Birthday goes out to 
Henning.  

Thanks again for your support in adding your names 
to the parent helper list, we really appreciate it and 
your children love it.  Please ask if you have any 
questions or if you would like to meet to talk about 
your child, we can make a mutually agreeable time.  

Working Bee 

The working bee in May accomplished some much 
needed work including mending broken items, 
moving tree stumps and general tidying, sweeping 
and cleaning. Thank-you to those who attended and 
supported the preschool.  

Thank-you,  

Melinda & Nadia

Work Experience Student 

Brianna, a student from Box Hill High School (and 
past kinder student) will be joining the 3 and 4 year 
old programs during the last week of term for work 
experience.  BPS supports our local schools in 
involving students in our programs. 

“Children have to be educated, but 
they have also to be left to educate 
themselves.” 

Ernest Dimnet 

  
 



 

General Information 
 

Parent Information Night 
Join us on 

Tuesday 17th June from 7pm 

Renowned parenting and education expert 

Kathy Walker 

will be presenting on 

Building Resilience and Self Esteem in our Children 
 
Success isn't all about a score at VCE or University. Being able to bounce back, take a risk, have a go 
and solve problems are important life skills for children and adults. Resilience helps us to take on life’s 
challenges and to have some independence and confidence as we proceed through life. To be 
resilient helps us to reach realistically for our goals and dreams and to tackle the difficult times. This 
presentation provides strategies to help build a positive self esteem and resilience in your child. 

Our educators look forward to chatting with you before and after Kathy's presentation and will be 
happy to answer any questions that you may have. 

Please join us from 7pm in the kinder room for drinks and nibbles to meet our wonderful teaching staff 
and guest speaker. 

The Information session will commence at 7.30pm sharp at The Avenue Uniting Church Hall, which is 
behind the Pre-school (entry via the Pre-school). 

Gold coin donation appreciated. 

 

Jobs for Maintenance Points 
The kinder currently has a few jobs that need doing which are unable to be done during scheduled working 
bees. We currently have two jobs which we need help with. 

We need a new shed installed in the back of the church playground.  

Also, we would like to paint the bag boxes. Following the painting of the windows and inside of the kinder, 
these boxes are looking very tired! The boxes will require sanding and application of 2 coats of paint (which will 
be supplied). 

If you are able to help out with these or other projects please speak to your teacher or a member of the COM. 

 

 



 

 Information about kinder 

 
   

 

                  Healthy Food at kindergarten 

               Healthy snacks and lunches are        
encouraged at Kinder. Avoiding sugary and salty 
foods and providing wholesome and filling options 
gives the children the energy and brainpower to 
enjoy a productive and busy time at Kinder. 

Children’s individual water bottles are kept in the 
blue box by the front door. Children can access 
these throughout the session. Water and cups are 
also available at all times for children.  

 

Please name all items! 

It is amazing how many items of clothing, 
lunch boxes, drink bottles and hats go missing 
each year at kindergarten. We cannot stress 
enough how important it is to ensure all c 
items are named. It is a quick and easy process to 
return items to their owners when named. 

Working Bees 
The kinder is continually working on 
improvements. You will have noticed the painting 
that has been done to freshen up the whole 
place. We also have some jobs to do in the 
grounds. Our next working bee will be held on 
Saturday 13th September and we have some jobs 
we would love to get done to freshen up the 
garden for our children. So if you have a few 
hours to spare for a working bee or some 
specialist skills for other jobs, please lend a hand. 

Thanks to all the families of the following children 
who helped with one of the working bees so far –  

Geckos - Annabel C, Abby L, Joshua M, Georgia R 
Beetles - Akshaya A, Lily D, Devon L, Emily M, Heath M 
Frogs - Simon C, Imogen F, Abby M, Owen M, Amelia S 
Kookaburras - Felix C, Kenzie C, Adrian E, Georgia G, 
Alby S, Nate T, Rhys W-P 

 

Blackburn Community Playgroup 
After a very successful launch in 1st term, the 
Blackburn Community Playgroup continues to 
run on a Thursday morning between 9 - 11am in 
the Avenue Uniting Church Hall.  Some 
vacancies exist, so if you are interested in joining 
us for a play, chat and cuppa, please contact 
Jo at avenuefamilies@gmail.com or on 9878 
0579. 

We are also seeking quality second-hand toys for 
the Playgroup.  In particular, we are looking for a 
timber train set (& trains), dress ups and doll 
prams/beds.  If you have any of these items that 
are in good condition and need a new home, 
please contact Lisa on 0420 905 471. 

 

Pickup of Children 
You will recall at our orientation days our 
educators spoke about the very tight turn 
around between one group ending and 
another session beginning. The equipment, 
both indoor and outdoor is set up at the 
beginning of each session for the specific ages 
and interests of the individual groups and 
sometimes packed up ready for the next 
session. Could you please encourage your 
kinder child and/or siblings (older or younger) 
to remain off or away from the set 
experiences? Having to re-set these areas takes 
staff away from their valuable teaching time 
with your child; and alternatively having to 
repack these areas impacts on the time 
between groups. We thank you for your co-
operation and for passing it onto others who 
may also bring or collect your child from the 
preschool.      

 

 “We must teach our children to dream 
with their eyes open” 

Harry Edwards 

Photos 
Group and individual photos will be taken on 
Thursday 12th June for Frogs and Beetles Groups and 
Friday 13th June for Kookaburras and Geckos 
Groups. 

 



 

PAC 2014 
 

Parents Auxiliary Committee
Thank you to all the families who purchased Hot Cross 
Buns for Easter. We sold plenty of tasty buns and 
raised over $200 in the process. We would like to 
thank Baker’s Delight in Brentford Square for their 
support.   

We had our Mother’s Night on the 16th May. It was a 
great night that allowed Mums to have a night out 
and socialise with other Mums from all groups. We 
would like to thank those who attended and donated 
items for the silent auction. Thank you also to Dawn’s 
mum June who donated her time to do manicures on 
the night. 

All money raised through the year will go towards 
items that the kids can play with and help learn with 
while at Kinder. Below are items that have been 
purchased from money raised last year and we are 
hoping to provide more items through your continued 
support of the PAC fundraisers. 

 

 
 

Entertainment Books 

The 2014 / 2015 Entertainment Book will be available 
to purchase throughout the year online.  There is the 
option of the traditional book and also an online 
version. 20% of every membership sold goes to our 
kinder. Help us by sharing this link with your friends 
and family.  
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/187g544 
 
If you can't order online, contact one of the PAC reps 
and we will arrange a membership for you. 

Trivia Night 

Want a splash of colour in your life? Do you know your 
trivia? 

Book a spot for yourself and friends on one of the 
coloured tables for the Trivia Night Fundraiser now. 
You can get together with friends and family to make 
a full table or help complete existing tables with other 
kinder members. Each table represents a colour for 
you and your team to dress in and decorate your 
table with.  Get in quick to reserve your favourite 
colour! 

Saturday 26th July from 7:30pm in the Church Hall 

Cost $10 per person.   (8 people per table / 12 tables) 

Bookings are essential. Table lists are next to the 
Kinder sign in sheet. 

Payment will be collected at the end of term 2. 

If you know a business that can donate a prize for the 
Trivia Night, please contact me at brad@bjhogan.net  

Cookbook 

Thank you to all the families 
who provided recipes for our 
cookbook.  We received 
over 100 recipes covering a 
wide range of meals, snacks 
and desserts.  

The books are printed and 
available to buy at $20 
each. Complete the order 
forms placed in your child’s 
pocket or contact Dawn at 
dawn@maxadesign.com.au 
to order. 

 

KiddiKutters 

KiddiKutters are now available in a range of four 
colours for $12 each. Complete the order forms 
placed in your child’s pocket or contact Dawn at 
dawn@maxadesign.com.au to order. 



 

PAC 2014 
 

 

Loyalty Programs 

Little Alligator – Library Bags, Toy Bags & Wet Bags  

Purchase online from Little Alligator using the code 
BPSLOYAL and 10% of your purchase will be donated 
back to the kinder plus you will receive free delivery 
to the kinder. 

Online Shop: www.madeit.com.au/littlealligator or 
email jelaine@littlealligator.com.au for any queries. 

 

Toyworld - Forest Hill - Loyalty Program 

Anyone purchasing from Toyworld at Forest Hill Chase 
just needs to mention Blackburn Pre-School when 
making their purchase and Toyworld will donate 4% of 
that purchase to kinder.  As an additional bonus – if 
families join to be a member of Toyworld Forest Hill, 
once they have spent a total of $100 in store, they will 
receive a 10% discount on all future purchases 
(excluding sale items). 

Baker’s Delight Vermont 

You can also help the Kinder by purchasing products 
at Baker's Delight Vermont, mentioning that you are 
from Blackburn Pre-school and a percentage of your 
sale will be donated back to the Kinder. 

 

 

PAC on the web 

The PAC now has its own web page on the Kinder 
website to get the latest events, fundraising and full 
list of loyalty programs 
http://www.blackburnpreschool.com.au/pac-news-
and-events-calendar 
 
For further information, please contact myself (Brad) 
or your group representative. 

 

PAC Calendar 

Below is an outline of upcoming events. Additional 
events and fundraising activities will be scheduled as 
the year progresses, so keep an eye on our notice 
board and the website. Please also check your child’s 
pocket next to the notice board for notices and 
information. 

Date Event 

July 26th – 7:30pm Trivia Night 

August 9th Family Photos 

September Father’s Day * 

December Christmas Parties * 

* Dates and Times to be confirmed and 
subject to change 

 

 


