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From the Leadership Team 

At Blackburn Preschool we value our 

community and the diversity of our 

families’ cultures and values.   

We strive to create a welcoming and 

inclusive environment that facilitates all 

children’s wellbeing, resilience and 

learning capabilities.  

Opportunities for the children and families 

to share their culture and celebrations 

provides rich learning experiences for the 

children and teaching team.  
 

“Families and kinship members have 

primary influence on their children’s 

learning and development. They provide 

children with the relationships, 

opportunities and experiences that shape 

each child’s sense of belonging, being 

and becoming.” 

Victorian Early Years Learning Development 

Framework p7 

Rachel, Kym and Katrina have attended 

two Professional development sessions 

recently; ‘Sensory Processing’ and 
‘Environments for the possible - Optimising 

contexts for meaningful learning’ through 

the Whitehorse Kindergarten Group. 

These sessions provide ongoing learning 

for teachers and an opportunity to 

network with our professional colleagues. 

The new and varied skills learnt are shared 

with our teaching team and 

implemented in our day to day programs 

to support all children’s learning.  

We will be welcoming second year 

Master of Teaching- Early Childhood 

student Sina Sri from Deakin University to 
our 4-year-old program. Her placement 

will begin with 5 days this term and a 4 

week block at the beginning of term 2.   

 

 

Healthy Lunch Box 

The Healthy Lunch Box website, 

developed in partnership with OUTRUN 

CANCER, is an interactive tool for parents 

to use with their children to plan and 

pack a healthy lunch box. 

It has clever tips and tricks for adding fruit 

and vegetables to your child’s lunch box 

and will help set your child on a path of 

lifelong healthy eating to reduce their 

cancer risk. It seeks to make life easier for 

parents by providing an easy, accessible 

source of evidence-based healthy eating 

information. Children are more likely to 

eat healthy items if they have chosen 

them and don’t forget parent role 

modelling sets a great example too! 

Use this link to plan your next healthy 

meal- 

https://healthylunchbox.com.au/healthy-

lunch-box/ 
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Early Language: What to 

Expect at 3 Years 
from 

https://mailchi.mp/5ddd6789460a/communication-a-

kids-key-to-the-world-1881301 

 

"Without a song or a dance, what are we?" 

 

ABBA may help us be thankful for the 

music, but do we ever stop to think about 

the gift of communication more broadly? 

Expressing ourselves and understanding 

others is crucial to developing our sense 

of identity, building relationships and 

navigating learning, work and play. It is 

our key to the world! 

 

Receptive Language (Understanding) 

Children are usually able to: 

 Follow 2-part instructions, eg. “Give 

me the teddy and throw the ball.” 

 Respond to simple wh-questions, 

eg. ‘what’, ‘where’ and ‘who’ 

 Understand concepts like 

same/different, opposites 

(hot/cold), size (big/little) and 

location (in, on, under), colours, 

body parts 

 Sort items into groups, eg. animals, 

toys, food 

Expressive Language (Using Words) 

Children are usually able to: 

 Use action words, eg. ‘go’, ‘run’, 

‘fall’ 

 Talk about things that happened in 

the past (eg. “He goed there”) 
 Use 2-5 words together to talk 

about things, request something 
and ask questions 

 A stranger should understand 

about 75% of what your child says 

 

 

How to Help 

 Expand on what your child says – if 

s/he says “More water”, you can 

say “Tom wants more water. Here is 

some cold water.” 

 Repeat, repeat, repeat – use new 

words over and over, read the 

same books and sing the same 

nursery rhymes. 

 Love your local library and read 

with your child every day! 

 Show your child that what s/he says 

is important to you. Ask her to 

repeat things that you did not 

understand, eg. “I know you want 

an animal. Tell me which animal 

you want.” 

 Be patient – your child is learning so 

many new words and discovering 

how to put them together correctly 

so they won’t always come out 

smoothly! 

 
 

When to Seek Help 

Seek help early, don’t wait and see! Well-

meaning family and friends may tell you 

not to worry but remember, you are the 

expert on your child. If you have any 

concerns at all about your child’s speech 

and language development, talk to a 
speech pathologist! 
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Road and Car Safety for  

Children  

Starting Out Safely is Victoria’s 

early childhood road safety education 

program 

Information for families  

ELAA, VicRoads and other Road Safety 

Education partners have developed a 

number of great resources for families to 

use to help young children develop the 

skills they need to become safe and 

independent road users. 

There is essential information for families 

on safe transportation of children, using 

child car seats, children as pedestrians, 

using bikes and wearing helmets. 

Prior to buying a child car seat visit 

www.childcarseats.com.au for 

information and safety ratings. This useful 

site can help you compare child car seats 

in terms of safety protection and ease of 

use. 

Parents often ask “When is it safe for a 

child to use an adult seatbelt or sit in the 

front seat?” 

Children aged between 7 and 16 years 

are required to use a booster seat or 

adult seat belt when travelling in a 

vehicle. An adult lap sash seatbelt is 

designed for people of a minimum height 

of 145 cms and over (the average age 

children reach this height is between 10 

to 12 years old). 

The safest option for your child will 

depend on your child’s height – do the 

five step test to find out. 

The five step test 

This five-step test can help assess 

whether a child is big enough to be 

safely restrained by a seatbelt. The 

child should be able to: 

1. Sit with their back against the seat 

back 

2. Bend their knees comfortably over 

the front of the seat cushion 

3. Sit with the sash belt across their 

mid-shoulder 

4. Sit with the lap belt across the top 

of their thighs 

5. Remain in this position for the whole 

trip. 
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Kookaburra & Frogs Groups 

 

Our Drama Toolbox incursion ‘The Body 

Investigators’ has prompted us to 

consider the importance of diet, physical 

activity and sleep in looking after our 

bodies. At kinder we are exploring the 

idea of “everyday foods” and 

“sometimes foods” and focus on the 

impact of physical activity to be healthy. 

We have enjoyed having visitors at 

kindergarten as part of our ‘Stay and Play’ 

program. This is an opportunity for a 

parent/family member to participate in a 

kindergarten session, spending time 

playing with the children and assisting the 

teaching team with tasks at pack-away 

and clean-up time. This time is enjoyable 

for both parents and children. 

Please note that you are required to have 

a Working with Children Card which 

needs to be sighted at kinder before you 

join us during a session. 

 

Harmony Day was celebrated at 

kindergarten on Thursday 21st March. 

Harmony Day celebrates Australia’s 

cultural diversity. It is about inclusiveness, 

respect and a sense of belonging for 

everyone. Each child contributed a 

handprint to our collaborative “Everyone 

Belongs” bunting and we began our 

mapping project that families have been 

invited to contribute to.  

 

 

 

 

 

Our library borrowing program will begin 

early in Term 2. The children will be able to 

borrow a book from the kindergarten’s 

library once a week. Books can be 

enjoyed at home then returned and 

exchanged the following week. A named 

library bag will be required for children to 

transport books to and from kinder safely.  

 
 

–Kym and Rachel 
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Wombats Group 

Welcome to everyone involved with our 

Wombats group this year, we are 

delighted to have met our new families 

and have enjoyed continuing 

our relationship with those families who 

have been a part of our kinder 

community in previous years. 

Over the past weeks it has been 
wonderful to get to know the children 

and observe their interactions with each 

other, as they build on existing friendships 

and begin to feel comfortable with 

making new connections with other 
children in our group. 

At this early time of the year, we have 

been working towards establishing 

routines such as moving safely around the 

room, taking turns, enjoying snack time, 

using the bathroom appropriately and 

learning to share. 

At the beginning of our sessions the 

children have been excited to explore 

the various learning activities within the 

room and enjoy spending time in the 

outdoor environment. 

A favourite part of each session is when 

we come together for group time; 

singing, dancing, playing games and 

sharing stories all assist us with getting to 

know each other better at this stage.  

Through observing and interacting with 

the children as they play and explore the 

various learning spaces, we can then 

begin to plan experiences for the weeks 

ahead that will enable the children to 
build on their existing skills and 

understandings. It has been lovely to see 

the children become gradually more 

comfortable within the kinder 

environment and to begin to develop a 

sense of belonging to our Wombats 

group. 

To celebrate the end of our first term at 

kinder we are looking forward to the 

Drama Tool Box visiting us on Friday 29th 

March. The children will use music and 
drama techniques to explore animal 

movements, ocean habitat and the 

impact of pollution on marine life. 

A big thankyou to all of our parents for 

your support during the transition 

period at the beginning of this year; it has 

enabled the children to have a very 

settled start to their preschool experience.  

We look forward to seeing you all back at 

kinder after the holiday break and sharing 

with you in the next phase of your child’s 

learning journey. 

Best wishes 

- Katrina and Julie  
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President’s Report  

It’s hard to believe that it is nearly the end 

of term. It is great to see the children 

settling into their groups so well (thanks to 

the teaching staff) and making new 

friends. Parents have also been given this 

opportunity thanks to the social reps for 

each group organising initial activities 

and get-togethers for the families. Kate 

Ward, the Social Co-ordinator on COM, 

has also organised an end-of-term 

celebration – please see her article for 

further information. 

I encourage parents and carers to take 

up the opportunity to help out in kinder 

sessions with their child’s group when this 

is offered. A ‘Working with Children’ 

check is required and volunteer checks 

are free. Applications can be made on-

line and then taken to a post office to be 

processed. 

Thanks to all the families who came to our 

Working Bee last Saturday, organised by 

Toby Crofts. We had a great turn-out and 

completed a number of necessary tasks. 

Upcoming Working Bees are scheduled 

for 11th May and 11th August. Please save 

those dates in your diary to lend a hand 

next time. 

Finally, embrace the Easter spirit with an 

order or two of the hot cross buns. Order 
forms can be found at the sign-in table 

and were sent via email. Thanks to Haley 

Field for organising this Fundraising 

venture. 

-Georgina Canty  

Car Parking 

Due to short turn-around between 

kindergarten sessions we must be mindful 

of others trying to locate a car park.  

We ask that you park as far down the 

street as possible, allowing space for 

others to park behind you.  To reduce 

traffic congestion directly outside of 

kinder, please vacate the kindergarten 

after pick-up in a timely manner. If you 

are going to be more than 15 minutes, 

please park somewhere other than the 

drop off area like side streets. Council 

inspectors enforce local parking 

restrictions.   

Please keep our young families safe by 

having children exit your car on the 

footpath side where possible, and don’t 

stop in 'No Standing' zones. 

Please also respect church neighbours by 

not parking in their office driveway!  

Social report 

We had a great time in March as we test 

ran our recently funded projector at our 

wonderful movie afternoon.  It was great 

to see so many families venture down to 

enjoy ‘Sing’ and a chat despite the 

scorching weather.  It turned out to be 

great weather for a movie and choc 

top!  The kids were very impressive with 

their concentration spans.  Thankyou to 

Friends of Blackburn who gave 

considerable help in the running of the 

day and Beck and Toby Holder for their 

invaluable tech skills. 

We will end the term with a Play and 
Picnic at Blackburn Lake.  All kookaburra, 

frogs and Wombats families invited. 

When: Friday 5th April from 4:30pm 

BYO: food and drinks 

A few games and great conversation 
and laughs provided! 

- Kate Ward 
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Custom Clothing 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been wonderful to see so many kids 

rocking our newly branded custom 

clothing.  

Our kinder stock has all been sold, so from 

now on they are available online! Check 

out 

https://eduthreads.com.au/collections/bl

ackburn-preschool 

Shirts are available in blue, pink and red 

and are $13 each.  

The hats are available in blue for $14.  

All are excellent quality and samples are 

available at the Preschool should you 

wish to view the sizes. 

BPS Families Secure Site 

Have you visited the BPS Families section 

of the kinder website recently?  

You will find a calendar of events, blog 

posts, newsletters and policy documents 

here. Go to 

www.blackburnpreschool.com.au and 

click the BPS families section. Enter the 

gate code as the password and you’re 

in!  

New blog posts 

 Report on our Sing movie showing 

 Some inspiring quotes 

 

- Beck Holder (Marketing) 

Fundraising 

Hot Crossed Buns 

Thank you to those of you who ordered 

Hot Cross Buns in our recent fundraiser. 

Delivery is either Tuesday 2nd April 

between 12 and 12:30 or Friday 5th 

April between 12:45 and 1:15 

depending on what you specified on 

your form. Thank you too to our 

fundraising team for their work!  

 
 

We hope that our community has a 

wonderful holiday break and we 

look forward to seeing you again in 

Term 2! 
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2019 Committee of Management 

President   
Georgina Canty Frogs  

blackburnps.president@gmail.com 

Vice President   

Nadia Hamilton Frogs 

blackburnvicepres@gmail.com 

Secretary   
Vicky Kristoffersen-Wright Wombats/Kookaburras 

blackburnsecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer   

Sharon Henderson Wombats/Kookaburras 

blackburntreasurer@gmail.com 

Fees Coordinator   

Natasha Kenworthy Wombats 

blackburnfeescoordinator@gmail.com 

Enrolment/WPSA Rep   

Eliza Chan Wombats 

blackburnenrolments@gmail.com 

Assistant Enrolment/WPSA Rep   

Linda Peters Wombats 

blackburnassisstenrol@gmail.com 

Maintenance Coordinator   

Toby Crofts Frogs  
blackburnpreschoolmaintenance@gmail.com 

Marketing Coordinator   

Beck Holder Kookaburras 

blackburnmarketing40@gmail.com 

Grants Coordinator   

Matt Teese Wombats 

blackburngrants@gmail.com 

Fundraising Coordinator   

Haley Field Kookaburras 

blackburnfundraising@gmail.com 

Social Coordinator   

Kate Ward Kookaburras 

blackburnpreschoolsocial@gmail.com 
 

 

 

Social Reps 

Wombats 

Lauren Chapman  

l.hyde@live.com.au 

0432 362 288 

 

Kookaburras 

Haley Field  

haleyfield@gmail.com 

0418 563 304 

 

Frogs 

Lisa Watters  

lila.au980@gmail.com 

0412 315 080 

 

Diary Dates 

Last day of term 5th April 

Break up play 4:30pm Blacky Lake Park 

Kinder Open Day Saturday 18th May 

11am-1pm 

Kinder photos Frogs– Tuesday 28th May 

Wombats– Wednesday 
29th May 

Kookaburras – Thursday 

30th May 

Working Bees 11th May, 11th August 

Kinder Art Show August 17th 

no Wombats session on 16th 

August for set up 

 

 


