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Celebrating 2018 

From the leadership team 

All of the children are enjoying our 

revamped sandpit area and fort. Thanks 

to fundraising raising efforts of the CoM 

and families over the past couple years 

our vision for an interactive, busy and rich 

learning environment for the children was 

transformed. The sand pit and 

surrounding areas invites participation; it 

permits children to make and test 

hypotheses; it stretches the imagination; it 

provides a potentially soothing sensory 

experience; and it is an excellent avenue 

for children to learn physical, cognitive, 

and social skills. This space allows children 

to come together as a group, play 

alongside others or potter quietly on their 

own. 

“In vigorous outdoor play, children 

deliberately dose themselves with 

moderate amounts of fear – as they 

swing, slide or twirl on playground 

equipment, climb on monkey bars or 

trees – and they thereby learn how to 

control not only their bodies but also their 

fear.” – Peter Gray 

As we approach the end of the 
kindergarten year, we would like to thank 

the 2018 Committee of Management for 

their hard work and wonderful support. As 

volunteers, they give of their time to 

ensure the kindergarten runs smoothly for 

us all. We would like to farewell the 

families who are moving on from 

Blackburn Preschool at the end of the 

year and thank them for their valued 

contribution to our kindergarten 

community. We also look forward to 

seeing many families return in the new 

year to share another year with us. 

- Kym and Rachel 

Outgoing President’s Report 

Thank you to the teaching staff for the 

incredible program they have pulled 

together for the children during 2018. You 

are at all times highly professional, warm 

and approachable. Thank you in 

particular for your unwavering support of 

the Committee of Management. 

Farewell to the families whose time at 

Blackburn Preschool has drawn to a 

close. Welcome back to returning families 

and the new families beginning their 

child’s education with us. The teachers 

and existing families are looking forward 
to getting to know you and your child. 

This year once again Blackburn Preschool 

has been managed by a voluntary 

Committee of Management (COM), 

which was elected from the parent group 

at the 2017 AGM. Thanks to Nadia (VP), 

Beck (Secretary), Haley (Treasurer), 

Michelle (Assist Enrolments), Mel 

(Enrolments), Vicky (Grants), Connie 

(Fees), Georgina (Fundraising), Kate 

(Social), Caz (Marketing)and Kendra 

(Maintenance). This group have ably 

supported the teaching team and the 

educational program, managed the 

budget, and taken responsibility for 
compliance with rules and regulations.  

And what a fantastic job the “Friends of 

Blackburn Preschool” have done this 

year. Thanks to Kimberley, Ana, Vicky, 
Wendy, Vanessa, Shelley, Bec, Lisa, Kirrily 

and others I may have missed. With CoM 

support from Kate and Georgina they 

have organised the Welcome Function, 

the Bunnings BBQ, social events ranging 

from coffee and cake afternoons to a 

wine and cheese night at Blackburn 

Cellars to dinner and jazz at the Food 

Republic and a Basecamp event. 
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Santa’s presence at the Christmas Party 

on Friday 7th December brought delight 

to young and old. 

In fundraising, we have offered a variety 

of options for families to support our 

causes; from Easter hot cross buns to a 

pasta drive (together raised $500), from 

picture plates to tote bags (together 

raised $500), Kinder photos ($250). 

Fundraising's greatest successes, 

however, have been in conjunction with 

the Social Co-ordinator, Kate Ward, and 

the Friends of Blackburn through the Art 

Show which brought close to $1100, and 

the recent Bunnings BBQ, which brought 

in $1650 for our Preschool. These 

successes wouldn't have come about 

without the support of all of our 

community so we thank you all. The 

fundraising money has been directed to 

the major capital works at Kinder in the 

re- stumping of the existing play 

equipment, expansion of the sandpit, 

and the bathroom taps. In January the 

broken water pump will be replaced and 

the foyer of the Kinder will be revitalised 

with decking. Particular thanks to Kendra 

(Maintenance) for coordinating these 

works, and to fundraising committees, 

past and present whose fabulous efforts 

have made this large project a reality. In 

addition, grants have also been received 

this year to go towards this project –  

$10 000 from the Victorian Department of 

Education and Training for the external 

decking and $1500 from Whitehorse 
Council for the re- stumping. 

As a community run Kindergarten, it is the 

dedication and enthusiasm of parent 

volunteers that make Blackburn Preschool 
such a vibrant and welcoming 

community. 

As parents we have chosen Blackburn 

Pre- school because it is a sessional 
kindergarten that is run by the 

community. Our teachers have chosen 

Blackburn Pre-school because it is run by 

the community, and our children benefit 

from the community being actively 

involved in the formative early years of 

their education. Parent participation is 

vital to the operation of the preschool 

and we greatly appreciate parent 

involvement. Every aspect of volunteering 

at the Kinder ensures that it runs smoothly, 

with minimum cost and shows our 

children that we value the Kinder that we 

have chosen to send them to. 

All the very best to the Committee of 

Management for 2019. 

- Elizabeth Tischler (2018 President)  

 

  



Blackburn Preschool is committed 

to a Child Safe environment 

 

Newsletter Term 1, 2019 

 

P a g e  | 3  

Hello 2019! 

From the Leadership Team 

Leadership meetings  

Kym and Rachel will meet for fortnightly 

leadership meetings throughout the year. 

At times these meetings will coincide with 

a Kookaburra or Frogs session.  Katrina 

Girvan, our Wombats teacher will step 

into the session for an hour on these 

occasions.  

Emergency Evacuations 

It is a requirement for all kindergarten 

groups to practice an emergency 
evacuation each term. This term we will 

practice with the children during a 

session, however it is possible that during 

the year, one of these emergency 

evacuation practices may occur at the 
end of a session. This practice would then 

include all parents, siblings etc at 

kindergarten, in addition to the staff and 

children finishing their session.  

Group Photographs 

Photographers from Treasured Impressions 

will be at kindergarten in May to take 

individual and group photos. Families will 

receive a copy of their child’s proof sheet 

with information about online ordering. 

 Frogs– Tuesday 28th May 

 Wombats– Wednesday 29th May 

 Kookaburras – Thursday 30th May 

 

Safety at our Kinder Gates 

A reminder - Please ensure that you do 

not allow any child through the gate 

when leaving kinder, other than those 
who you are taking with you.   

 

 

 

Use of the Playground before and after 

sessions 

It is lovely to see the kindergarten children 

and their siblings enjoying the playground 

before and after kinder sessions. Please 

remember to supervise your children at all 

times and please encourage your 

children to treat our outdoor learning 

environment and equipment with 

respect. 

First Aid Training  

All of our teaching team are first aid 

trained and are required to update their 

qualifications annually. All teachers and 
educators will be participating in refresher 

courses in first aid, and the emergency 

management of anaphylaxis and asthma 

during term one.  

Welcome to a new COM! 

We would like to welcome our new 

Committee of Management (COM) for 

2019.  It is great to have the support of 

some ongoing COM members from past 

years, complemented by the skills and 
ideas that our new COM members bring. 

The COM works closely with the 

leadership team to ensure the efficient 

running of the centre.  

SunSmart 

A reminder that all children require a hat 

for outdoor play times. The SunSmart 

recommendation is that along with 

sunscreen and protective clothing, 

children wear hats when the UV index is 

at 3 or above. The SunSmart app is used 

by staff to monitor UV levels.  Children are 

required to wear hats at kindergarten 
when playing outside, except from late 

May to early September when the UV 

consistently remains below 3. Children 

without a hat are asked to play in the 

shade, under the pergola roof. 

- Rachel and Kym 
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Kookaburra & Frogs Groups 

 

 

 

Welcome to all our Frogs and Kookaburra 

families for 2019.  

In these early weeks at kindergarten we 

focus on establishing relationships with 

educators and peers (incl. learning new 

names), becoming familiar with daily 
routines and beginning to establish a 

sense of belonging to the group. We 

begin to identifying children’s interests 
and learning needs using information 

provided by families verbally and through 

questionnaires, and through educators’ 

observations. We encourage the inclusion 

of all children, respecting and celebrating 

that we are all different.  

The children have made a really positive 

start to the year and appear to be having 

lots of fun. 

For many children friendships become 

increasingly important during the four-

year-old kindergarten year. As this 

happens, children begin to understand 

how friendships work and what being a 

“good friend” is. Like all skills, relationship 
skills are developed through experience. 

We spend a great deal of time at 

kindergarten supporting children as they 

build these understandings and skills, so 

that they can enjoy the joy of friendships 
now, and into the future. 

We celebrate the diversity in our 

community and we enjoy hearing from 
the children about significant 

celebrations in their families. Recently we 

have celebrated Chinese New Year and 

we are looking forward to finding out 

more about our families when we 

celebrate Harmony Day. This term we will 

also learn together about the Wurundjeri 

people and their traditional lands which 

include the area we know as Blackburn. 

A simple acknowledgement will be 

shared each week at kindergarten.   

We are looking forward to a visit to kinder 

this term by The Drama Toolbox. Through 

drama, the ‘Body Investigators’ session 

will explore healthy bodies, everyday 

foods and sometimes foods, the different 

body systems, the importance of sleep 

and the overall workings of the human 

body.  

We shared an Information Evening with 
our 4-year-old families which provided an 

opportunity for parents to connect with 

one another, ask the educators questions 

about their child, and to hear a little 

about the learning program and the 
planning possibilities for children. There 

was also some sharing of general centre 

and community information.  Thank you 

to those who attended and for the 

positive feedback we have received 
about the evening.   

–Kym and Rachel 

 

Wombats Group 

It has been lovely to meet all the new 

children and their families in 

our Wombats group orientation sessions 

The children have enjoyed exploring their 

new environment at kinder and we were 

able to provide parents with some 

information to allow for a smooth 
transition and start to the year. Our 

Information evening was another 

opportunity to get to know more about 

life at kinder. We look forward to getting 

to know the children and their families 

over the next few weeks as they settle 

into their sessions at kinder.  

-Katrina 
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Harmony Day- 21st March 2019 

Harmony Day celebrates Australia’s 

cultural diversity. It’s about inclusiveness, 

respect and a sense of belonging for 

everyone.  It is a day for all Australians to 

embrace cultural diversity and to share 

what we have in common. 

The central message for Harmony Day is 

that ‘everyone belongs’, reinforcing the 

importance of inclusiveness to all 

Australians. 

President’s Report  

On behalf of your Committee of 

Management, I would like to warmly 

welcome you to the new preschool year. 

You will find members of the Committee 

in each of the groups, and we hope that 
you will come to us with any queries and 

comments as they arise. 

There are a number of opportunities for 

you to become involved in activities this 

year, and we start by encouraging you to 

attend the Welcome Function on the 2nd 

March. Furthermore, social reps from 

each group will be organising events to 

help you get to know the other members.  

There are a number of fundraising 

undertakings also being planned and we 
encourage you to support these as all 

money raised goes back into the 
preschool. 

If you are keen to help in the preparation 
and planning of social or fundraising 

activities, please see Kate (Social) or 
Haley (Fundraising), or any member of 

COM, about the Friends of Blackburn 

group. 

A list of your COM members is in this 

newsletter. Again, I wish you all the best 
for a great year at Blackburn Preschool in 

2019.  -Georgina Canty (Frogs) 

Car Parking 

Due to short turn-around between 

kindergarten sessions we must be mindful 

of others trying to locate a car park.  

We ask that you park as far down the 

street as possible, allowing space for 

others to park behind you.  To reduce 

traffic congestion directly outside of 

kinder, please vacate the kindergarten 

after pick-up in a timely manner. If you 

are going to be more than 15 minutes, 

please park somewhere other than the 

drop off area like side streets. Council 

inspectors enforce local parking 
restrictions.   

Please keep our young families safe by 

having children exit your car on the 

footpath side where possible, and don’t 

stop in 'No Standing' zones. 

Please also respect church neighbours by 

not parking in their office driveway!  

Outdoor changes 

For those returning families you will notice 

that some changes have happened in 

our yard and deck area over the 

holidays.  

Big thanks go to Kendra and Toby, our 

2018 and 2019 Maintenance officers who 

have facilitated these works. We now 

have a neat area from the kinder door to 
our newly developed outdoor space. 
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Social report 

I would like to extend a very 

warm welcome to all the new families 

joining the kinder this year.  Of course it’s 

great to see all the familiar faces back 

too. 

  

There are many reasons families love their 

time at Blackburn Preschool and one 

reasons is the community feel and the 

chance for not only children but parents 

alike to form friendships.  When my first 

child joined the kinder in 2014 I had 

absolutely no expectation of this. I have 

been blessed to have made some quality 

friends who see regularly 5 years later and 

even formed a book club! 

  

My name is Kate Ward and I am lucky to 

be the Social Coordinator this year, which 

means getting to organise a lot of 

fun!    In conjunction with the Social Reps 

and the parents who join Friends of 

Blackburn, we will coordinate a number 

of social events throughout the year.   

 

To kick things off we’re watching SING!

 
Join us at our Welcome Function!  

When: Saturday 2nd March, 3-5pm 
Where: Church hall (enter from The Avenue) 

What: Movie time for the whole family 

BYO: water bottles & beanbags (if desired)  

We’ll provide popcorn, choc-tops and 
grown up drinks! 

We really look forward to getting to know 

you all while the kids take in what will be 

a movie favourite if it isn’t already.  

If you’re thinking that you’d like to get 

involved with some of the social and 

fundraising events at kinder this year, 

please consider joining Friends of 

Blackburn. We’d love your help, be it 

helping to organise events or providing 

snacks at something that’s already 

organised. Many hands make light work 

and lots of fun memories of this kinder 

year. Please email or chat to me or 

someone on COM if you’d like more 

information.  

This year we also have a social rep for 

each group.  Lauren, Haley and Lisa will 

be helping to arrange get-togethers for 

each group so make sure you listen out 

for that!  

- Kate Ward 

Custom Clothing 

 

 

 

 

Have you noticed some children wearing 

newly branded kinder hats and t-shirts?  

A limited amount of stock has been 

available at kinder this term and are 

available online! Check out 

https://eduthreads.com.au/collections/bl

ackburn-preschool 

Shirts are available in blue, pink and red 

and are $13 each.  

The hats are available in blue for $14.  

All are excellent quality and samples are 

available at the Preschool should you 

wish to view the sizes.  
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Our kinder website 

I would like to remind you of the great 

resource at your fingers in the kinder 

website. 

www.blackburnpreschool.com.au 

You may not be aware of the BPS families 

section in the top right hand corner of the 

website. This area is password protected- 

the new password is our gate code- 1246. 

The BPS familes section contains the 

kinder calendar with some important 
dates included and our news and events 

blog.  

The blog is a work in progress, but expect 

to see updates on what is happening in 

kinder sessions, social and fundraising 

events and other information relevant to 

our community.   

 

 

2019 Timetable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New blog posts 

 Welcome to 2019 at kinder! 
 Blackburn Preschool Custom 

Clothing 

 What’s in a healthy lunchbox?  

 and more!  

 
- Beck Holder (Marketing) 
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 2019 Committee of Management 

President   

Georgina Canty Frogs  

blackburnps.president@gmail.com 

Vice President   

Nadia Hamilton Frogs 

blackburnvicepres@gmail.com 

Secretary   
Vicky Kristoffersen-Wright Wombats/Kookaburras 

blackburnsecretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer   

Sharon Henderson Wombats/Kookaburras 

blackburntreasurer@gmail.com 

Fees Coordinator   

Natasha Kenworthy Wombats 

blackburnfeescoordinator@gmail.com 

Enrolment/WPSA Rep   

Eliza Chan Wombats 

blackburnenrolments@gmail.com 

Assistant Enrolment/WPSA Rep   

Linda Peters Wombats 

blackburnassisstenrol@gmail.com 

Maintenance Coordinator   

Toby Crofts Frogs  
blackburnpreschoolmaintenance@gmail.com 

Marketing Coordinator   
Beck Holder Kookaburras 

blackburnmarketing40@gmail.com 

Grants Coordinator   

Matt Teese Wombats 

blackburngrants@gmail.com 

Fundraising Coordinator   

Haley Field Kookaburras 

blackburnfundraising@gmail.com 

Social Coordinator   

Kate Ward Kookaburras 
blackburnpreschoolsocial@gmail.com 

 

 

 

Social Reps 

Wombats 

Lauren Chapman  

l.hyde@live.com.au 

0432 362 288 

 

Kookaburras 

Haley Field  

haleyfield@gmail.com 

0418 563 304 

 

Frogs 

Lisa Watters  

lila.au980@gmail.com 

0412 315 080 

 

Term 1 Events 

SING welcome 
function 

Satuday 2nd March  

3-5pm 

Harmony Day 21st March  

Last day of term 5th April 

Kinder Open Day Saturday 18th May 

11am-1pm 

Kinder photos Frogs– Tuesday 28th May 

Wombats– Wednesday 

29th May 

Kookaburras – Thursday 

30th May 

Kinder Art Show August 17th 

no Wombats session on 16th 

August for set up 

 

 


